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RWANDA: SECURITY COUNCIL: REPRESENTATION AND CREDENTIALS

1. The White House has announced that it will begin consultations
with other Council members "“to remove Representatives of the
interim Government from Rwanda's seat in the Council®*, and the
RPF's has announced of the formation of a broad-based

Government. The following is a note on guestions that may arise
concerning represantation of Rwanda on the Security Council and
the credentials of the Representatives of Rwanda on the Council.

2. The main relevant rules and practices in the matter of
representation/credentials of Security Council members are as
follows:

(a) The c¢redentials of a Representative on the Security
Council 2re to be communicated to the Secretarv-General, and shall
be issued either by the Head of the State or of the Government
concerned or by its Minister of Foreign Affairs (Rule 13).

(b} The credentials of Representatives on the Security Council
are to be examined by the Secretar-General who shall submit a
report to the Security council for appreoval (Rule 18). 1In fact,
if the Secretary=General reports rhat credentials are in order,
they are tacitly appreved by the Council (presumably at the first
meeting at which the Representative concerned is present) - see
S/836%. Occasionally, the Secretary—General's report is non=
commital, ie he merely lists the conmunications received, and
possibly adds that, on the information available to him, he is
unable to say whether they are in order.

(¢) Any Representative on the Council, to whose credentials
objection has been made within the Council, shall continue to sit
with the same rights as other Representatives until the Council
nas decided the matter (Rule 17).

(d) A challenge to cradentials would probably be regarded as a
procedural matter, to which the veto deoes not apply. The US and
Prance are on record to this effect in 19506, but there has been
very little practice. A challenge could take the form of a
resclution rejecting credentials or an oral proposal to reject
them. BEqually, a member of the Council may simply put on reccrd
his objection, without pressing the matter to a decision.
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(e) Ganeral Agsembly resolution 396 (V) (attached) recommends
that, whenever nore than one authority claims to be the Government
entitled to represent 2 Member State in the United Nations, such
question spould be conaidered by the Geperal Assembly, and that
the attitude adopted by the General Assembly snould be taken into
account in other N organs. This reflects the fact that the
Gceneral Assembly is the body on which all Member States are
represented, and the desirability of avoiding different organs

reaching different conclusions on the question of representation.

3. In December 1893 & report on the credentials of the
Representative (Bizimana) and Deputy Representative (Abimana) of
Rwanda on the security Council were circulated by the Secretary=-
General to Council members (S/26923), and ne objection was raised.
Tn accordance with the practice of the Council, these credentials
were tacitly approved when no objection was raised to them at the
first meeting of the council at which Bizimana represented Rwanda
(for the Councilts practice Ses 5/8365). AS of now, no changes
nave been made in these credentials, and no credentials have been
submitted in respect of any ather peérson claiming to be the
Representative of Rwanda.

4. Any member of the Council may challenge the eredentials of the
Representatives of Rwanda. A challenge could take the form of a
draft resolution (see +he 458th and 459th meetings of the Council)
or be an oral proposal (see the 480th - 482nd meetings of the
council) . This challenge could be put to a vote, and if there
were nine votes in favour, the eredentials would be rejected.

(The matter would probably be regarded as procedural, and the veto
would not apply.) The seat of Rwanda would then be emply.

5. Tt would, however, be unuisual for there ro be a challenge to
credentials unless competing credentials had been submitted., The
more likely eventuality is that a new ngovernment!” will submit the
credentials of its Representatives to the Security council. The
Secretary-General would probably then Lbe asked to report to the
Council. He might well de so without comment, and it would then

' pe for the Council to decide whethere to postpone the matter (thus

leaving Bizimana in place for some time), to eject Bizimana

. without accepting the nevw credentials, or to accept the new

credentials.

M C s

M C Wood
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2t Generul Assembly—TFifth Session

394 (V). Pulestine: Progrcss report of the Having in mind ils resolution 103 (1) of 19 Novem.

United Nations Conciliation Commission for
Palestine; Repatriation orf ceseutleracnt of
Paleatine refugess agd payment of compensa-
tion due to them

The General Assembly,

Recalling is resoluticn 194 ( Iy of 11 Decem-
ber 1948,

Howving examsned with sppreciation the gencral
progress report*? dated 2 September 1650, and the
supplementary report'® dated 23 October 1950, of the
Uinited Natons Conciliation Commission for Palesting,

Noting with concert

(a) That agrecment has not been reached between
the parties on the Aral settlement of the questions out-
standing between them,

(b) That the repatriation, resettlament, economic
and social rehabilitation of the refugees and the payment
of compensation have not betnt effected,

Recogricing that, in the intesasts of the peace and
stability of the Near East, the refugee question should
be dealt with us 2 matter of urgency,

1, Urges the governments and authorities concerned
to seek agreement by negotiations conducted either with
the Conciliation Comemission o7 directly, with a view t0
the Bral settfement of all questions outstanding between
them;

5 Directs the United Nations Conciliation Commis-
sion for Palestine to establish an office which, under the
direction of the Commission, shall:

{a) Make such arrangements 3§ it may consider nee-
esary for the assessment and payment of compansation
m pursuance of paragraph 11 of General Assembly
resolution 194 (111D

(8 Work out such arrangementy as may be prac-
ticable for the inplementation of the other objuctives
of pamgraph 11 of the said resolution;

{¢) Continue consultations with the parties con-
cerned regarding measures for the protection of the
rights, property and interests of the refugess;

3. Calls upon the governments concerned to undertake
raeasures o ensure that refugess, whether repatriated or
resattled, will be treated without any diserimination
either in law or in fact

325th plenary meeting,
14 December 1950,

395 (V). Treaunent of people of Indian origin

in the Union of South Africa

The General Assembiy,

Recalling its resolutions 44 (1) and 265 (11T} relating
to the treatment of people of Indian origin in the Union
of South Africa,

Having considerad the communication* by the Per-
manent Represeatative of India to the Secretary-(ren-
eral dated 10 July 1930

12 See Jogurments A/1367 and A/1367/Corr.l.
12 See document A/1367/Add 1.
14 See document Af1289.

her 19746 agaipst rucial persecniion and diserwnination,
and its resofution 217 (1) dated 10 Decembxr 1543
relating to the Universd Declaration of Human Righrs,

Considering that 2 policy of “racial scgregamon”
( Apartheid) 1s necessarily hased on doctrines of racial
discriminagon,

1. Recommends that the Governments of India, Paki-
stan and the Union of Seuth Africa proceed, in accord-
ance with resoluton 265 (1I1), with the holding of 2
reund table conference on the basis of their agreed
agenda and bearing in miad the provisions of the Char-

ter of the United Nations and of the Universal Declara-
tion of Fuman Rights:

2 pecommends that, in the event of fajhure of the
governments concerned to hold a round table conference
Before 1 April 1951 orto reach agreement in the round
rable conference within 2 ceasonable Hme, there shall be
astablished for the purposc of assisting the pardes ia
carrying through approptiate negotiations 2 conmise
sion of three members, one member to be nominated by
the Government of the Union of South Africa, another
to be nominated by the Governments of India and
Palistan and the third to be nominated by the other two
members or, in default of agreement belween these Two

in a reasonable dime, by the Sceremary-General;

1. Calls upons the governments concerned to refrain
from taking any steps which would prejudice the success
of their negotiadons, in particular, the implementation or
enforeement of the provisions of “The Group Areas
Act”, pending the conclusion of such negotiations;

4. Decides to include this item in the agenda of the
next regular session of the General Assembly-

315k plemary mesting,
2 [recember 1950.

306 (V). Recognition by the Unlted Nations of
the repreﬁcntation of a Member Stale

The General Assembly,

Considering that difficulties may arise regarding the
representation of a Member State in the United Nations
and that there is a risk that conficting decisions may
e reached by its various organs,

Considering that it is in the interest of the proper
functioning of the Organization that there should be uni-
formity in the procedure applicabla whenever more than
ane authority claims to be the government entitled tc
represent a Member State in the United Nations, and
this question becomes the subject of coptroversy in the
United Nations,

Considering that, in virtue of irs composition, th
General Assembly is the organ ol the United Nations B
which consideration can hest be given to the views of al
Member States in mafters affecting the functioning ¢
the Organization 25 2 whole,

A

1. Recommends that, whenever mare than one autho!
ity claims to be the poyernment catitled 10 represent
Afember State in the United Natioas and this questio
beconies the subject ol controversy in the United N

R ]
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Resolutivns wdopted on reports of the 4d floe Politieal Commitiee a3

rons, - question should be considered in the light of
.he Purposcs and 'Prmc:plcs of the Charter znd the cir-
cpmstanced O Lanh Caie,

2 Recommrends that, when any such qUEstion Ari5es,
it sheuid be considered by the,General Assembly, or by
the Intzoin Cemmitiee i the Genceral Acsembly is not

imoaAsRaN .,

3, Recorumends that the atticude adopted by the Gen-
eral Assembly or ats Inrerim Committee coneerning any
such question should be aken into account in other
argans of the United Nalions and in the specialized
AFENCIs

4. Decleres that the auitude adopted by the General
Assembly or its Interim Committee concerning any such
question shall nov of itsell affect the direct relatinns of
individuzal Member States with the State concerned:

3. Reguests the Secretary-Gencral to transmit the
preseat cesolution ta the olher organs of the Tnited Ma.
tions and o the specialized agencics for seeh acmion zc
niay be anpropnate.

325tk plenary thocting,
14 Devember 1050,

397 (V). Report of the Security Couneil
The General Agsembly

Tckes note of the report®® of the Security Cound)
Covering the period from [6 July 1949 to 15 July 1030,

325th plenary meering,
14 December 1950

13 5¢e Official Records of the General Astembly, Fifth Ses-
sien, Suppiement Mo, 2.




