
Kigali [The violence began when opposition
supporters tried to disperse the demonstrators]

AFP, January 21, 1993

The violence began when oppo-
sition supporters tried to disperse
the demonstrators. Police intervened,
using teargas several times.

The MRNDD’s Kigali district
chairman, Jean Habyarimana (no re-
lation of the head of state), warned
late Wednesday that if the current go-
vernment, which includes opposition
leaders, did not resign, further de-
monstrations would be held on Sun-
day.

The peace accord detailed the
sharing of the 22 cabinet portfolios
between the MRND, four other par-
ties in the current coalition and the
rebel RPF, as well as the sharing out
of 70 seats in the legislature during
transition to democratic rule.

The protocol was signed after two
months of tough negotiations on the
sensitive power-sharing issue that ai-
med to establish a broad-based go-
vernment to bring peace in the tiny

central African country.
The peace talks were then adjour-

ned for two weeks after which the ne-
gotiators will reconvene in Arusha to
tackle other issues such as integrating
RPF rebel forces into the Rwandan
national army and the repatriation of
Rwandan refugees.

The RPF rebels, many of whom
have lived in Uganda as refugees for
more than three decades, invaded
their country on October 2, 1990 in
an attempt to overthrow Habyarima-
na’s 19-year-old regime.

The Tutsi were traditional rulers
over the Hutu majority in Rwanda
before they were driven out in an
uprising in the early 1960s, forcing
thousands of them into exile in Ugan-
da and neighbouring countries of the
region.
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