} 'Violenc

Scott Petersonin Kigali,
- Rwanda, joins evacuees
on their journey through
awidespread carnage
thattheworldis
powerless to prevent

A CROWD of Rwandans lining the:
muddy road were silent, storpin:.
momentarily from their bloody
work like childrea cauzht:stealing.
from a biscuit tin, as we passe
with 1 French military convoy.

Armed with cudgels and ma-
chetes and Joug knlves, their handi-
work was nearby — three corpses,

_bleedinginthedirt, -

An hour later, when we returaed
with 2 group of Delgian evacueres,
the number of those killed by the
silent crowd had risento 11.

- Onc Belgian woman peered over

- the edge of the lun&y and grimaced

{ with fear: “Oh God,” she gasped.
" *Isit like that everywhere?”

Despite the arrival of hundreds of

i Belgian and French troops to evac.

; vate foreigners — and more then

{ 2,000 United Nations “peacekeep-

[ ers"lready in Rwanda — the sav.

age killing contipues in the capital.

The brutality among the lush

greenhills is inescapable. Nooneis 3

safe and violence is random, lurk.
ing areund coraers along. muddy
trails and behind  thick
undergrowth, - .

A short ceasefire came into effect
late on Sunday night so that expa-
triates could be evacuated, but it is
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ence lurks round every corner
—itis random and inescapable

bloodshed thaf: has already cost
tens of thousands ol lives in Kigali.
Two mass graves are being dug.

no one's mand%le to ead the tribal

‘Witnesses say that rooms al the

hospital arc stuffed full with hun-
dreds of bodies.

The ceasefirc ended towards
dusk when governmcot martars
blasted positions of the rebel
Rwanda Patriotic Front in the
aorth of the city.

UN forces are in Rwanda to moni.
tor peace accords signed between
rebels and the government last
August.

But they and ather forces can do
nothing ta stop the slaughter which
erupted when President Juvenal
Habyarimana was assassinated last

“week.

“We can't do auything tor the
civilians. We muoat stay aeutral,"
said Belgian UN 15! Lieut Oliver
Carlens. '‘I've seen women and
children massacred there, in front

of our compound, but we cannot .

intervens.''."

Members of the International.

Committee of the Red Cross move
each morning around the city to
collect the wounded, but theirs iy

the only emblem respected by

those who control the streets.

Belcian Jorces who arrived on
Sundajv night dug inte position
around the airport yesterday, They
and the French are expected to
depart when all foreigaers have
been evacuated. '

More than 300 non-essential UN
staff were evacuated. yesterday,
including most of the UN military
police contingent.

French military escorts have
been collecting:traumatised expa. -

triates at tho French schosl. where
each relates horrible tales of killing
and lacting. Marie Helene Adot, 3
Spanish nun from the Life znd
cace Order, said that seven Presi-
dential Guard soldiers ~ whase
units are blamed for beginning the
carnage — cawe 1o her mission on
Thursday near Kigali stadium and
separated Rwandans from the for
eigners and herded then into a
room. :
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One of the black berets then yuig:

“There dre people who wanted L
s¢2 a bloodbath in this country.
Now we are goingto doit,"
. The soldiers tossed a grenade
lalo the room, killing 17 sisters.
Jesuit priests and monks, The vjc-
tims were from both Hutu and
Tutsi tribes,

Fighting began between three
factions in the military, vying lo
take control in the anarchy, and
then spread to include attacks un a
600-strong rebel garrison,
stationed in the capital sy part of
the carlier peace accords, —

Confirmation that President Ha:
byarimana's planc was shot down
by his own airborne units — and not
the mainly-Tutsi rebels — came
yesterday trom Belgian UN officers
who witnessed the attack on the
planc.

Two rockels were fired at the
presidential jet from the main air-
borne base at Kanembe, Lringing it
down three miles of the airport.

. Noone kaew when the plane was
landing or that it carvied he Presi:

dent — except Rwanda's most elite_J

units,

Government radio had linked
Belgiun UN troops to the plane
crash, stirring up bad blood
towards the Belgians — the former
<olonial rulers of Rwanda, A guaru
unit disarmed a 10-man Belgian UN
wilitary escort of the Prime Minis:
ter, and executed each one of them.

They were found, Belgian evacu-
ees say, badly mulilated.

However, the Belgian and other
forces have held theiv fire, und
allowed the violence between
Rwandans torage on.

They will leave when the expaln.
ates are gone, and with relicf agen-
cics pulling out, there will be few
independent eyes to witness — and
describe — the daily carnage.

With the rebels set to advance at
any moment to assist their embat-
tled garrison in the city, there
seemsy little immediate bope of
Ptace,

A Red Cross worker amang the
evacuees predicted: ““The worst is
yetto come.”’

- = o d—_ -

crr 092 »3/6

WMO005921



