THREE DAYS THAT CHANGED THE COURSE OF HISTORY
K03325699

While a lot has been written on the extreme violence that engulfed Rwanda from April 1994, this
journal centers on an unknown facet of that history, namely the short period that began on 6 April
with the downing of the Presidential plane and ended on 9 April with the swearing in of the
“interim’” authorities.

Three days that are of crucial importance! It was during this very short lapse of time that several
events occurred: the attack on the plane that provided the spark, but also the sefting in motion of the
killing machine and political assassinations as well as the murder of the ten peacekeepers, which to
a great extent led to the disengagement of the international community, dihis period also witnessed
the emergence of political choices that excluded any peaceful sgjition™to the crisis and the
resumption of the civil war that brought the RPF to power and froated an inextricable political
situation in the country.
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fer, like many others who were interested in what went on in that
Fpreoccupied with the afiermath of the tragedy and one of our most
immediate concerns wg¥to save human lives and our efforts were geared towards evacuating those
Rwandans directly under the threat of death between April and July 1994. Soon after the terrible
human rights violations perpetrated by the former regime ceased as a result of its defeat, we were
faced with other crises with the installation of the new regime in Kigali: a disturbing practice of
human rights violation newly emerged, and once again those under threat had to be “evacuated”.

Furthermore, conducting this research work among other occupations was in itself intrinsically
difficult. In effect, the main source of material was personal testimonies. However, many witnesses
who were in one way or the other actors in this tragedy, had reasons to keep quiet or not to say the
(whole) truth, and besides some of them changed their story as the investigations progressed.
Consequently, it became necessary to crosscheck and verify the testimonies given, and the fact that
witnesses’ memories become blurred and that in times of serious crises people do not look at their
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watches or keep diaries did not make matters any easier. The research was further hampered by the
fact that the witnesses were scattered in different countries and I had neither the financial means nor
the time to visit all of them. For some of them, and not the least, I therefore had to resort to
communicating with them via letters, fax messages or telephone, which can never replace direct
interviews. To make matters worse, in early 1995, I was declared persona non grata in Rwanda and
traveling to Goma and Bukavu to interview new refugees carried its own risks because I had been
very critical of the former regime. In such an extremely polarized political atmosphere, like a lot of
others who tried to see things in an objective manner, I found myself caught between the devil and
the deep blue sea; considered as an R.P.F supporter by some and as a supporter of the former
regime by others.
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At the end of this jo narrate the events of another 72-hour period, from 20 to 23 October
1993 in Burundi, the sgtithern neighbour of Rwanda®. This is included for three reasons: the first is
that there was need to make available a detailed description of the events of Bujumbura to serve
history. The second reason is that the violent events that took place in Rwanda and Burundi tend to
strengthen each other mutually in a twisted logic, and that the coup d’Btat in Burundi and the

2 C. Bracckman, Rwanda, Histoire d'un genocide, Paris, Fayard, 1994.

* F-X Verschave, Complicité de genocide? La politique de la France au Rwanda, Paris, La Découverte, 1994,

* Besides, it is important to highlight the fact that Braeckman’s and Verschave's publications are among the best. One
of the most striking specimens of this “gutter press” of doubtful quality was produced by Krop (P. Krop, Le genocide
Jfranco-afticain, Paris, J.C.Lattees, 1994).

¥ Most of this information was collected during an investigation mission to Burundi from 26 January to 10 February
1994. The French examining magistrate, J.P. Getti and the Canadian professor, W. Schabas were the other members of
the team I was in when I investigated on the period under review.
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assassination of President Ndadaye contributed to the Rwandan tragedy. Finally, the third reason, as

I will show in the conclusion, is that one could detect striking analogies between the events of
October 1993 in Bujumbura and the 1994 events in Kigali and that analyzing the former
consequently provides useful material for comparison.

Let me say a word or two about the methodology. As indicated above, the main source of material
for the journal was witness testimonies, which highlights the problem of the quality of information,
all the more so since in most cases it was impossible to bring the witnesses face to face. I will only
write in the affirmative if at least two reliable® witnesses independently testify to the same event,
otherwise (when a witness or several witnesses seem to be less reliable) I will use the conditional.
Where an author assumes responsibility for a document, this is treated as testimony. A major
problem an academic researcher, who is used to indicating his sourceg@sconfronted with, is that
most of the witnesses (I interviewed more than a hundred) prefifrred td" remain anonymous.
Therefore rather than quote the few informers who did not objeg % that, I decided not to identify
any of my sources who testified orally.

I thank Alison Des Forges, Gauthier de Villers, Andrég
Claude Willame, as well as two proofreaders, who shall
manuscript. Since I did not always follow their sugg
for the factual errors and errors of analysis confaine
enough to correct the language and style of the text. The 1
of the University of Antwerp.

This manuscript was finalized at the begi

& “Reliable” is obviously a relative and subjective concept and what should be taken into account here is the personal
interest of the witness, the coherence of his testimony, whether other events he testified to are credible and finally
whether the observation was made directly or not.
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Background’

During the second half of 1990, Rwanda was faced with a two-pronged challenge: on the one hand
within the context of the “wind of change” blowing across Africa and in the wake of the Summit of
La Baule, President Habyarimana, announced on § July 1990 that the country will be entering into a
democratization process. On the other hand, the Rwandan Patriotic Front (R.P.F) launched an
invasion from Uganda on 1 October. Since the RPF was composed mainly of Tutsi refugees who
went on exile in several waves since the 1959-1961 revolution, the attack was seen (or presented) as
an attempt to reinstate the “feudal monarchical regime” of the past.

Whilst the initial attack was repelled, the RPF launched guerrilla warfare in the northern part of the
country, which was easy to wage since it still benefited from support fg@alganda. In spite of the
war, the democratization process appeared to be on course like els re in*Africa: promulgation
of a new constitution endorsing the multi-party system on 10 J recognition of opposition
parties from July and the formation of the coalition governmefly a prime minister from

e one hand, coupled

with the RPF’s success in occupying some territory, tho rthernmost part of
the country, paved the way for a process of negotiati the RPF

From the military sphere, things now moved to th€ p ns were not
centered solely on negotiating a ceasefire but also on po that witnessed
a fundamental shift in the distribution of the cards, the 1 opposition parties and the RPF
initially became objective allies because & by the latter led to concessions
that the internal opposition had never dre iti i “Arusha process™ lasted
for approximately a year: ranging from the ; 18 August 1992), on power

sharing (30 October 1992 and 9 January | jon of #&fugees (9 June 1993), on the
integration of the armed forc : ; "

of interim institution.
transitional national

-based fransition government) and ANT (the
signing, and, on the other, for a transition

period that in principle s rid with the holding of elections

The keysto ent of a military force by the UN known as the
“Unite in Rwanda” (UNAMIR). In this instance, the Arusha
nego in effect, it was impossible to deploy a contingent of
seve . days. In fact, it was only on 5 October 1993 that the
Security i ion872 (1993), decided to set up UNAMIR and its deployment

started in the I8

accords, the process Progressively hampered by the emergence of new obstacles. As early as
mid-1993, the politica¥ scene became distorted: instead of three players, namely M\RN.D, the
internal opposition and RPF, it progressively was dominated by two alone. As we shall see later on,
this explains the ever-crucial threat of the arithmetic of very small numbers. The political parties
forming the internal opposition broke up into two wings, one in favour of the Arusha accords
(called “pro-RPF”) and the other suspicious of RPF and increasingly getting closer to the former
single party, M.R.N.D (called “Power”). In turn, M.D.R, P.L, P.S.D and P.D.C experienced splits in
their midst in line with this division, a phenomenon which will completely bi-polarized the political
scene. The coup d’etat of 20-21 October 1993 in Burundi and the assassination of the first elected

" For a more detailed analysis of the evolution of the politico-military situation in Rwanda from 1990-1994, consult
F Reyntjens’ publication, L 'Afrique des grands lacs en crise. Rwanda, Burundi: 1988-1994, Paris, Karthala, 1994.
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‘Head of State, Melchior Ndadaye, a Hutu, by Tutsi rebels strengthened the distrust towards RPF

and led to a rejection of any power-sharing proposal. With hindsight, it could be said that in the
minds of many the Arusha accords disappeared with President Ndadaye, all the more so since a lot
of Hutus were shocked by the jubilation of some Tutsis in Kigali when the death of the Burundian
President was announced and also because of their refusal to participate in the demonstration in
support of the Burundian people organized on 23 October 1993.

On 28 December 1993, RPF leaders, including future ministers and parliamentarians arrived in
Kigali accompanied by a 600 man strong battalion of the Rwandan Patriotic Army (R.P.A), the
armed wing of R.P.F, charged with providing them security. They were quartered within the CN.D,
the Conseil national de développement, what the Parliament was called during the Second Republic.
The fact that the symbol of the sovereignty of the people was chosenditaccommodate the R.P.F
caused a lot of dissent, which further discredited the Arusha accords®

As early as the beginning of 1994 the political stumbling
attempts to put in place the GTBE (broad-based transition g
national assembly) but on each occasion, this was th

alliances, the “M.RN.D and allies” or the “R.P.F ‘
Habyarimana took the oath as Head of State befor

ced! There were several

beginning of a long series of postponeR
MRN.D Interahamwe militiamen, C.
disrupted the ceremony. On 23 Februa
Constitutional Court once again boycotted ©
“M.R.N.D camp” and the ce
not hold as all parties
Habyarimana fo keep

onstrators made up mainly of
s from M.D.R Power

r all these stumbling blocks: the Arusha
as “consociational” as they aim at avoiding

to ensure that i i we-third + one vote needed to block decisions, M.R.IN.D therefore
needs:

; apart from its 5 ministers, 3 others (most probably 2 from M.D.R Power
and 1 from P.L Power);

- in the Parliament; apart from its 11 parliamentarians, 13 others (most probably 6 from
M.D.R Power, 5 from P.L. Power and 2 from the small parties).

The “R.P.F camp” (R.P.F, P.S.D, M.D.R-Twagiramungu, P.L-Ndasingwa, P.D.C) would therefore
attempt to obtain this two-third’s majority whilst the “M.R.N.D Camp” would try to stop it from

® Initially, UNAMIR proposed that the R.P.F be quartered at KAMI Camp. R.P.F refused, considering this location too
far away from Kigali. After difficult negotiations, President Habyarimana finally yielded and accepted that the R.P.F
battalion be stationed at CN.D.
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achieving that. Since each block was very close to achieving its objective, the stakes finally
narrowed down to attributing a ministerial portfolio allotted to P.L and one or two parliamentary
seats’. In this contest, the middle-of-the-road politicians with democratic leanings turned out to be
real novices: they fell into the trap of the bi-polarized situation set by M.R.N.D and R.P.F, whilst
they could have exerted considerable political influence if they had portrayed themselves as a “third
force™ capable of arbitrating between the two extremes and thereby tipping the scales.

This political battle and the impediments gradually led to 2 general deterioration of the situation
with numerous cases of violence thereby compromising the search for a political solution. The
assassination of the Public Works Minister, Félicien Gatabazi (P.5.D) on 21 February'® in Kigali,
and, most probably the revenge killing of Martin Bucyana, President of C.D.R in Butare the
following day significantly heightened tensions. The week of 21 Febryg articularly witnessed a
lot of agitation: tens of people died as a result of political violedB®, whilst many others were
wounded. In March also tens of people were killed or wounded acases where firearms and
grenades were used, especially at Kinihira, Byumba and Kigali

e Defen
asion,y

words to the Head of State, which in due course Wert i
mid-night”, The Assistant Secretary of State for Africal
American officials notably Prudence Bushnell, Assistant >
Africa shared the same point of view. hg
UNAMIR’s mandate, which normally ex
place. President Habyrimana then found hi JHational community and his
own political base and sought support in the cpfuary he went to Gbadolite to
see President Mobutu and returned there on g, on 7 %h he met President Museveni in

Kampala and the followir visited Dar-cgg8a eeting with President Mwinyi and

%, Gedrge Moose, €s well as other
-Secretary of State in charge of
al threatened to put an end to
igstitutions were not put in

then Tanzania on that
Against the backgrund prepared themselves to resume hostilities
and strengthened their po _ igfation of the peace accords. We have well

documente iolati sirtmitted by the Rwandan Army following an
investiggitds : on 21 January 1994, a DC8 belonging to the East African
Carg i An Kigali from Brussels via Chiteauroux, France, where
it hat fittion' . The militias from the parties close to the President
continued 1 readfness for the confrontation and we shall see later on that a

military-civih&
international com
agreed; according

place a formidable “killing machine” under the very nose of the
% the RPF battalion, it increased its numbers well beyond what was
i within UNAMIR, men, arms and ammunition infiltrated into the
country during movens between its station at CND and the RPF occupied zone in the north of
the country and moreq¥er trucks were only supetficially checked. On 6 March a Pajero jeep with
Burundi number plates was involved in a road traffic accident near CND; it was filled with
ammunition and grenades most probably destined for RPF. In addition, several armed RPF

? This explains the ferocity of the fight around the representation of P.D.I and the inclusion or not of C.D.R, whilst in
any event, these small parties were only entitled to one parliamentarian,
1 I will come back to this case in due course.

"' Specifications: 900 pieces, 60mmy; total weight, 3,240 kg; type MC-HB60; batch no. 2BT-93. The consignment was
kept under seal at Kanombe camp and under UNAMIR control up fo 7 April 1994.
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sympathizers spread out throughout the city whilst elsewhere in the country, clandestine “brigades”

were put in place.

Therefore, an atmosphere of imminent war reigned in Kigali as illustrated by the following excerpts
from the diary of a Rwandan without any political affiliations: “This situation is getting worse” (23
February); “It seems that M.R.N.D is looking for war” (24 February); “The spectre of war, is at its
height” (13 March); “everyone fears the renewed outbreak of civil war” (2 April). That was the
atmosphere that reigned in the country when President Habyarimana left to attend the regional
sumnmit on Burundi and Rwanda held in Dar-es-salaam, never to return alive,

Map No. 1: Kanombe Air-port and Surroundings

- Towards Kigali

- Landing Strip

- Kanombe Military Camp

- Point of Impact of Plane

- RAF/Gendarmerie Position

- Line of Approach of Plane

- “La Ferme”

- Masaka Hill

- Towards Rwamagana/ Kibungo

The shooting down of the plane

On 6 April 1994, at 20H22 local time in
Registration Number 9XR-RNN crashed at
missiles. All nine passeg
Ntaryamira of Burundjgi \ the three-m&n French crew, died instantly. Accusations were
immediately made i . it was impossible for me to obtain conclusive
evidence in one way or d :

splane, a Falcon 50 Mystére,
t by one or two'? surface-to-air

&plain why I tend to believe that a number of indices
ments within that organization} shot down the plane. I must
ts, and not full-proof evidence. I will also present some
ged tg®xploit partially, which could prove to be of crucial nature:
ty could perhaps enable us to reach a final conclusion. Since there
ue that could be brought forward in this exercise, I will limit my
that I consider to be pertinent to this account.

is so much m
presentation to

First assumption: so
Variant: some Frencle

dical elements in the regime and in the Army;
oldiers acting on their behalf

This is the assumption that was believed by most people and which, to me, appeared the most
reasonable, for guite some time. The incriminating elements first:

Let us start with the motive. As I mentioned earlier, both the democratization process and the
application of the Arusha accords constituted, for the extremists of the regime, an existential threat,
from both the economic and political-ideological points of view. From the economic point of view,
for the mafia network of the Presidential entourage, it was the end of the honeymoon: no more

2 Two missiles were fired, but according to several eyewitnesses, only the second hit the plane,
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privileges, no more “exemptions” of all types, no More fraud and no more speculation. Politically
and ideologically, the Arusha accords were to open, for the “pure” and “hard-line” Hutus, the doors
of an RPF political-military Trojan horse. The fears of those extremists and others were heightened
by the tragic manner in which the Tutsi soldiers had terminated the democratic gxperience in
Burundi (see above; I will return to this towards the end of the book).

One cannot rule out the fact that the radicals, already infuriated by a gecret meeting held in
Kampala on o March between the Presidents of Rwanda and Uganda, had feared that
Habyarimana had “gurrendered”. Earlier, on 4™ April, hardly two days before the plane was shot
down, they had clearly expressed their refusal fo implement the Arusha accords. At a party offered
by the Senegalese contingent of the UNAMIR to mark their national day, Colonel Bagosora had
said in front of several witnesses that the Arusha accords offered no ctive for the future and
that all the Tutsis should be exterminated. According to another Balosora is even alleged
10 have expressed his disapproval for Habyarimana’s planned, ; Dar es Salaam, adding:
«something bad could happen to him?”. This was not unpreceGs rding to Marc Rugenera:
“Bagosora participated in the Arusha process. When we We, ith the negotiations,
he told us publicly that he was returning to Kigali to pre 3

gmonies on
_ General,
2 am to obtain aff audience with
nal Secretary of the MRND, and a
tate was ready to meet him in
1p there on two occasions.
AMinister and son-in-law to
_ in addition to Higaniro and
ph and his wife, Pasteur Musabe™®
ife (a dgiighter of the Head of State). In the
Anatole Nsengiyumva, the Area
inper at the residence of the President of the
B nobility” of the regime: all those persons
were members of the Aka informal discussion rather than a working
session, Bo foutros Ghali was reluctant to renew the mandate
of the if {Hedg ms were not resolved, Under pressure by his guest to take a

i : ¢blic informed him that he would travel to Gbadolite on

But did the Head of State have any intention to let
this point. On the one hand, on 1% April, the Spetia :
Mr. Jacques Roger Booh Booh, who had for some {imSe
President Habyarimana, was informed by Joseph Nzirorera, %
very close friend of the Habyarimana Toa@aily, that the Head"
Gisenyi, where he was 10 spend the Easte
He was first invited for lunch at the home of
the President’s personal physician. The othe
Booh Booh, were the Head of State and his
and his wife, and Alph
evening, the same

Commanding Officgs
Republic. Mr. Booh Boo

on ¥ April, promising that he would meet him upon his retumn,

but withou isi concfete. The Head of State appeared rather uncompromising on
including the &HR. i liament, castigated President Museveni for his military support 10
the RPF and critfg i ational community for the intolerable pressure it was exerting on

him. All the invite fibsent supported with zeal the opinion of the Head of State and tried to
convince Booh Booh €t the RPF and its local and foreign allies were the sole cause of the
country’s inextricable ! alady. As the Special Representative left Gisenyi, he was not under the

impression that things were about to get any better.

On the other hand, and in the opposite direction, Enoch Ruhigira, Director of Cabinet to President
Habyarimana, insists that the President, before even leaving for Dar es Salaam, had decided to put
an end to the tergiversations by going ahead with the implementation of the institutions provided

B African rights, Rwanda, Death, Despair and Defiance, 2 edition, revised August 1995, p- 86

14 pasteur Musabe, Director of the Bangue Continentale Africaine Rwanda (BACAR), is the brother of Colonel
Bagosora, whose important role we shall see in the latter part of this account.

15 kazu literally means “the litde hut”, 1t designated the immediate entourage, both familiat and political, of President
Habyarimana.
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for under the Arusha accords. According to Ruhigira, he had been instructed in the moming of 6"

Eni to draft a communiqué announcing that the transitional institutions would be put in place on

April's. Incidentally, Ruhigira was at the Airport at the time of the crash, where he had gone to
present his draft to President Habyarimana for approval,

Tt should also be noted that there were some corporatist opponents to the military protocol of the
Arusha accords. Since, according to the protocol, the RPF was supposed to take half of the
positions in the command structure, some RAF officers were inevitably going to lose both their
positions and the substantial perks they enjoyed hitherto,

That is all I can say about the motive. What about the timing and the means? First of all, we know
where the missiles came from! They were fired from a location in the diate vicinity of what is
called “La Ferme”, on the dirt road connecting the Masaka hill t maifi Kigali-Rwamagana-
Kibungo highway. “La Ferme” is located a few hundred metres i e highway as the crow flies,
and hardly two kilometres from the Kanombe army camp, ,, The area was densely

populated. Many civilians and soldiers close to the regim ’ dition, at the junction
between the highway and the road to Masaka, was a pgbiiag he endarmerie and the

RAF. This last bit of information is quite vital and [ Bcontext. On this
subject, there is a testimony collected by the Belg i '

had the opportumty to mtervzcw the witness (P.H.)
n,, while P.H. w#§ on his way to
int where the dirt road to Masaka
with the Rwandan Army as a

Kigali area (KWSA: Kigali Weapons Securs
forbidden, he saw a four-barreled machineg .
ng a webb cartridge case on his
1mately 1.5 metres long” By the

stage, 1 will criticize the deduction that seems to
] introduce another assumption that is likely to explain these

fhe surface-to-air missiles and the capacity to use them. It has
y did not have any surface-to-air missiles, which in itself would

the weapons impo
comprised’®, among o

alre by the RAF after their defeat, their arsenai is said to have
between 40 and 50 SAM-7 and 15 1‘4’1‘5'1.*:'1@1!‘r ? missiles, which would tend

% On 5t April, Mr Ruhigira had already informed Mr. Mamadou Kane, pohucal advisor fo Booh Booh, that he
expected the Head of State, on his return from Tanzania, to issue a statemnent in which he would propose a solution that
would put an end to the political deadlock.

'7 He was also struck by the way the two soldiers wore their berets. This was the origin of one of the “French”
assumptions, which I will revisit later,

I use the conditional, because the information by Human Rights Watch comes from a single source, British Captain
Sean Moorhouse, a G2 officer of the UNAMIR-II, who also obtained it from a third party.

*® Human Rights Watch, Rwanda, A New Catastrophe? December 1994, p 4, Indeed, the Belgian Battalion of the
UNAMIR had received information to the effect that the RAF had 15 Mistral missiles. Less than a week before the
plane was shot down, the Operations Centre (C-Ops) of the Belgian Army had expressed fear of missile attacks agamst
the C-130 planes of the Belgian Airforce (meeting with some S2 officers of the 1* Paratroopers Battalion and of the 2
Comrmando Battalion, Diest, 4 January 1995).
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to prove that the Rwandan Army did, in reality, possess a fairly sizeable surface-to-air missile

capacity, It is obviously unlikely that an army possesses some expensive arsenal without being able
to use it. However, it has been argued that it could not have been the Rwandan soldiers who fired
the missiles, because they had not been trained to use them. At a later stage, I will come back to this
line of argument, which particularly falls within the “French assumption”.

The assumption that the whole incident was a coup mounted by radical elements of the regime is
based on the speed with which the RAF and the Gendarmerie reacted after the plane was shot
down. It was pointed out that within fifieen minutes of the attack on the plane, roadblocks were
erected around the Airport area and at some other points in town. As early as 20545, some Belgian
soldiers belonging to the UNAMIR and to the coopération technique militaire belge [CTM] had
already been neutralized around and within the Airport area. Accordinggfiyyitnesses who know the
Rwandan Army very well, it was impossible for the Army to have regéfed so*quickly, unless it had
been alerted in advance. The fact that the Presidential Guard | diately banned access to the
plane wreckage and to the debris of the missiles also appesg 8as. There are some other
testimonies along the same lines. One witness alleges that rogd ected in Kimihurura as

early, because oMUy
a.m. tha morrung,

Furthermore, some elements of the RAF, pamcularly
stationed in Kanombe, are said to have killed several
thousands) in the Masaka area starting fr§
started in the night of 6™ to 7™ April, wey
attempt to eliminate some embarrassing witr

ql. These massive killings, which
bof 8% to 9™ April. Was it an

vard were. According to what the pilot of the
id the newspaper Le Citoyen, the controller at the Kigali
Ine soldiers “who continuously asked him about the

In reality, it
became scared.
the C-130 Belgian
Belgian crew replied

d off the lights inside the control tower itself. In an exchange with
controller maintains that “there was a power failure”, to which the
cannot understand why then the radio was operating,

The last point in support of this assumption (or its “French” variant, see below) was that 15 to 20
minutes afier the crash, a light plane which could have evacuated the commando responsible for the
bombing took off from the airport. Whilst according to Captain Vandriessche, the Commander of
the airfield group of the UNAMIR Belgian battalion, he is positive that no aircraft took off from the

% In this regard, Colette Braeckman (Rwanda..., op. cit., p.174) wrote that “since two days access [to the control tower]
was denied the Belgians”.

2 Le Citoyen, No. 29 of 1-15 April 1994, Nevertheless, the interpretation of Le Citoyen should be read with caution.
For instance it claims that the Burundi registered aircraft was asked to switch from radio frequency 1243 to 1183
“because the first frequency was under military surveillance”, whilst this was a routine swith over since frequency
124.3 was reserved for the approach and 118.3 for final landing,
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airport after the crash. The sound of the aircraft engine that several witnesses claimed they heard is
most probably that of the C-130 Belgian plane which arrived at the airport 15 to 20 minutes after
the crash; it hovered with its lights off at about 22,000 feet (17,000 feet above Kigali) and since it
was a cloudless night, it engines could be heard from the ground2 .

Whereas it is indisputable that the hypothesis implicating the “hardliners” of the regime — supported
by a significant number of people ~ could rely on certain elements in the case file, it still remains
that arguments in support of this thesis are by and large weak especially when one discards all the
“information” advanced by the press which turned out to be inexact. Stephen Smith, the Liberation
journalist was the first person, in a show of independence, to question the hypothesis that the
responsibility lics on radical Hutus. Indeed, it took a lot of courage imm diately after the genocide
to counter the general belief — which I also shared for a long time — th Bigse behind the genocide
are the same ones who brought down the plane. Stephen Smith notedithat af¥east three clues exist
which counter this hypothesis. First of all, Colonel Elie Sagatwa, g ¢ main Akazu leaders was
on board the aircraft and secondly neither the Akazu nor the N4 alliance had prepared to
take over. Finally, this group, which was close o the Presidgnt y course whatsoever
to kill twelve persons including the President of B i ave easily killed

Habyarimana in another manner™. The fact that the §iShared for such an
event is convincing enough, We shall see later on #s side was
totally caught unawares, whereas in the evening ¢ o1 i s evacuated
ministers and politicians belonging fo this grouping whd i a to the camp

occupied by the Presidential Guard to protect them in the &
morning of 7 April, a certain number of Smrons” of the regi
where they were seen totally helpless (cf.
the forefront and planned to take over pows
the regime took over control only during the

k refuge at the French Embassy
in hiding if they had been in
’the hard-core elements of

that roadblocks were ns in Kigali but this was normal routine as
they were erected €
political assassinations p
e. It is
this to “eliminate embarrassing witnesses” or are
renge operation? As regards the position at the turning on the
@ sounds reliable, one question still remains: would the
the #8en near La Ferme as eatly as 10.00 a.m. whilst they are
only'return in the evening and that in the meantime they could be
s cases containing pipes, but were these ground-to-air missiles or
f issiles for armored vehicles or bazookas), which have the same

spotted. Morcd
other types of
general appearance

As regards the surfacgto-air capabilities of RFF, I have already stated that the only available
documentary evidence, the Human Rights Watch report mentioned above, should be treated with
caution in this respect. In April 1994 UNAMIR never suspected that RPF had surface-to-air

2 Jprerview with the crew of flight AFB 683, Melsbrock, 24 January 1995.

B | ibération, 29 Tuly 1994,

% Alexandre Goffin's book, Rwanda, 7 avril 1994: 10 commandos vont mourir, contains an annexure of a map of
Kigali indicating the location of roadblocks. All in all, there are eight in the city center and three elsewhere. Having
lived in Kigali on several occasions since the beginning of the October 1990 war, I can confirm that there was nothing
out of place with these roadblocks.
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missiles simply because since the latter did not possess any. planes or helicopters having such
weapons was unnecessary. Sources within UNAMIR also state that the RAF took up their heavy
armament as early as 7 April in the moming and that, since they had nothing to hide anymore, they
set up their missiles in battery formation around the airport. On the contrary, nothing like that
happened, simply because they did not possess any such missiles”>. In any event, we shall see later
on that the missiles used were most probably of the SAM-16 “Gimlet” type, whilst Human Rights
Watch only mentions SAM-7 and Mistral missiles.

There are those who, due to the lack of concrete evidence on who the direct perpetrators of the
bombing are, attribute it to French soldiers. Here two testimonies should be highlighted: the first,
already mentioned above, is that of P.H, who testified that what struck him was the fact that the two-
soldiers under whose responsibility the cases which could have contai launchers were placed
wore their berets “a la frangaise’”s. According to P.H, the two sol whd were Black, stood a
distance way from the othets and the Rwandan Army uniforms were newer. Under these
circumstances, it is a bit too easy to deduce that they were Eg ters from the DOM TOM

hypothesis, but rather contradicts it. This is in the for sharl . delivered around
mid-June 1994 to the journalist Colette Braeckman'®,gf and signed by
gt down by
two French soldiers from DAMI (Détachment d Ussisg
some CDR chieftains. “Thaddée” names one of the Frefh Jiters: ‘Etienne. On fhe contrary, we
know “Etienne’s” real name; it is Pascal Estrevada’ 'who 15¢figwn to have been part of operation
Noroit (name given to the French operatifjgin Rwanda since r 1990). Having left the country
when the operation’s mandate came to an | '
19947% with about ten other French soldiers,
of the French operation to provide personal
testimonies of both P.H and “Thaddée” do
therefore could not have 2 f the black sd

fHian authorities. However the

tienne” was a white man and

Ris beret “4 la frangaise”™.

It was not possible {FRgRE i oyrs. At the beginning of June 1994, a C.LA
source alleges that two w
at the Cercottes camp in Lot _for the attack against the plane. This allegation,
[ by the French intelligence circles®® who in turn,
stigations by making unfounded accusations which were

e DGSE source claims that an “American company with |
* had §#d, through Belgian intermediaries, to recruit mercenaries

anti-dircraft missiles®.

in Central A
ing anti-tank

trained in b

The Military Balance, a publication of the International Institute for Strategic
Surface-to-air missiles among the Rwandan Army stocks,
Plike their Belgian counterparts, wears the flap on the right side, the French army wears it

Studies, did not mention o
7 Whilst the Rwandan a
on the left.

"8 For additional information, see C. Braeckman, Rwanda...,op. cit,, p, 188-197.

7 «Btienne” is & war name which starts with the first lotter of his real sumame.

™ According to media reports, several witnesses testified that they saw DAMI clements refum to Kigali disguised as
civilians before the date of the bombing, but I was unable to collect any first hand testimony on that issue. According to
French “official” witnesses, it is impossible for elements of operation Noroit to return clandestinely and that only one of
them returned to Rwanda, not as part of a military operation but to see his “girl friend”. General Dallaire maintains that
UNAMIR does not have any report on the alleged return of DAM/ elements to the country

7 Verschave attempts to teconcile the two testimonies by claiming that these were “white soldiers (assisted by two
soldiers of West Indian extraction?)* (op. cit, p.91). The question mark indicates that the author realizes that this
version was far-fetched,

% 1 Monde, 18-19 June 1994; Libération, 29 July 1994,

¥ Le Monde, 28 June 1994,
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That being the case, there are a lot of gray areas surrounding the French presence in Rwanda during
the period of the bombing of the plane. On 8 April in the morning, two French gendarmes, Chief
Warrant Officers René Maier and Alain Didot, as well as the latter’s wife were killed in their home
known as the “the home of the agent” because 2 DGSE “correspondent” had lived there before 3.
The house is situated close to the Kimihurura roundabout’®, between CND and Méridien Hotel,
which makes one believe that they were killed by the RPF which controlled this area at the time of
the triple assassination. Was the RPF sending signals to France? Or did it simply eliminate
embarrassing witnesses? How could one explain the discretion of the French authorities in treating
this incident (it was only on 11 April that their death was made public and their death certificates,
dated 6 April, mention “accidental death”*)? Most jmportantly, what was the mission of Maier and
Didot? According to a witness, a soldier, they were intercepting message communications
especially those of the RPF using sophisticated equipment. Who W! oy working for? In the
same vein, Colette Braeckman talks about a witness who alleges tha mystérious foreigner, most
probably Frenc » equipped with radio transmission material h sidenpied a room at Hétel des
Diplomates up to the day of the bombing of the planeg(’. ; :

Another gray area remains: whilst UNAMIR elements nit Wishe crash site of the
presidential plane, French soldiers including the co in wel that location as
early as 6 April in the evening and returned th s
collected debris from the plane as well as missilcs, W
With all the above indicia, it would have been possibl
despite that no report was evet made public. We will come
jack of investigations, in due course but al Paris’ guarde

fy the type of weapon used, but
to the investigations, or rather the
hce is cause for concern.

o

Last enigma: the day after the Kigali bori e commits suicide at the
Elysée. Officially, Chairman of the Special & oup, de Grossouvre was 2
friend, confidant and adviser Frangois Mitte & Pmuch aware of a certain number
of “African businesses”, i #he Mitterrand, the President’s son,
was involved in when B8 j i he Elysée. It was also through de Grossouvre’s

inentioned again in this journal), after he was
es, was able to work for several African
# alleged that de Grossouvre knew about some
da in wi ean-Christophe Mitterrand and Jean-Pierre, one of
e sources go as far as alleging that de Grossouvre himself
e suicide at the Elysée itself of this power behind the
businesses less than twenty-four hours after the Kigali

i

relieved of the cas invos
heads of States including J

fio the active involvement of France in the Rwandan quagmire, as it
‘s not the first time, concrete evidence implicating the French in the

3 por details concerning this case, se¢ Le Monde, 28 June 1994; Libération, 29 July 1994,

% And not, as stated in Le Monde of 28 June 1994, in the Kanombe area.

3 According to Le Monde of 28 June 1994,

3% ¢ Braeckman, Rwanda..., op. ¢it.p-190.

37 We shall see later on that French soldiers were present at the Staff Headquarters of the Rwandan Army in the night of
6 to 7 April to discuss, among other issues, the investigations they wanted to conduct on the bombing.

3 Yere also another enigma eMETEes: according to Stephen Smith (Libération, 29 July 1994), & French commando
returned to the site in the moming of 10 April to recover the bodies of the three crew members. It is quite surprising that
they waited for more than three days before bringing the bodies whilst from the onset the crash site was very accessible
to the French.

% Eor an in-depth analysis of a certain mumber of “scandals” involving the Elysée and the role played by de Grossouvre,
see J. Montaldo, Mitterrand et les 40 voleurs..., Paris, Albin Michel, 1994, although this publication makes 10

reforence to the Rwandan network.
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shooting down of the plane is hard to come by. In actual fact, all we have is a letter signed by a
certain “Thaddée” (who remains unknown) and the testimony of some person who saw two soldiers
spotting their berets “@ la frangaise”. In the first case, the letter — which in fact is anonymous -
could have been written by any eccentric person or could be a red herring. In the second case, for
those who know how poorly dressed Rwandan soldiers were, this argument is not very credible.
These two leads - the only indicia that suggest direct and immediate French involvement in the
bombing® — are not enough to enable a correct interpretation of the events.

Finally, among the litany of stories of foreign intervention on the side of Hutu radicals, one should
mention that in September and October 1995 two Belgian newspapers re?ox’ted on an S.GR
(Belgian military intelligence unit) document dated probably 22 April 1994 !, In essence in the
document the S.G.R informant states that the attack on the plane was thefirk of President Mobutu,
that six missiles were purchased in France and transported to Ki a the Zairian Embassy in
Brussels, Ostende airport, Kihshasa, Goma and Gisenyi and yas a Belgian half-caste, a
French man and a Rwandan who brought down the plane. Nei e of missiles used nor the
identity of the three perpetrators have ever been disclosed Banote at the bottom of

already cast doubt on the document as well as the
In addition, some “facts” stated in the document 4
mention on whose account and for what reason Presiden -
two presidents. In reality, the document and the manner it btained by the newspaper editorial
offices is maybe more of an insight into§ i ian institutions, than the Kigali
bombing itself. However, this piece of info letgly neglected: we shall see
later on that another source alleges that {h
France.

n conpection

ibility, I will briefly look at this assumption, because it has been

made basically ¢ ise. It is alleged that the aftackers had targeted the Burundian
President, Cyprien , rather than his Rwandan counterpart.
The opposition in Burghdi was obviously upset by Ntaryamira’s participation in the Dar es Salaam

summit. “Le Citoyen”** newspaper, in its article titled: “The summit of betrayal and death”, clearly
echoed this feeling. It wrote that the summit “was, right from the start, shrouded in mystery, to the

“© Subject to the conclusions of an investigation on the only material evidence available, see below.

“ e Morgen, 20 and 21 September 1995; Le Soir, 26 October 1995,

“2 1t is cheaper and much easier and discreet to purchase SAM-7 surface-to-air missiles {“minimexé " missiles) from
Africa in particular, SAM-16 “Gimlet” missiles could be purchased in Angola and South Affica especially (see below),
% For instance there were no SCIBE flights from Ostende between 17 and 21 March and the attack against a Zairian
opposition leader which should have taken place in Kinshasa on 24 April (Etienne Tshisekedi name is mentioned) did
not materialize,

2No. 29 of 1-15 April 1994
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extent that even the late President Ntaryamira went there discretely: there was no official
communiqué informing the public of the President’s trip; the official media never talked about it,
apart from some bits and pieces of information picked from international news agencies”. A
“oontroversial summit”, because it was supposed to pave the way to the “dismantling of the
Burundian Army”, Le Citoyen added. Moreover, the communiqué issued at the end of the Dar es
Salaam summit read in paragraph 5 (c) that the Heads of State and delegations “suggested the
smmediate setting up of a reform programme for the Army and other security organs”, which

confirmed the worst fears of certain civilian and military circles in the Burundian opposition.

On the other hand, and contrary to what several journalists wrote, it was not the control tower at
Kigali that wanted to confirm whether the Burundian President was on board the plane. What
Brigitte Minaberry, the wife of the co-pilot, managed to hear when 8 ed to listen to the radio
messages from the aircraft, was a repeated request to that effegirom the control tower in
Bujumbura, Even though the crew refused to respond to tho jons, they were of such a
protocol nature that one cannot think of any Burundian connec i

Therefore, it is very unlikely that the attack targeted Presi
last minute, just before take off from Dar es Salaam,

case, it was at the
travel on

the Rwandan presidential jet™. It is practically o \ pn attempt
could have been planned between the time the Plancigil, : je it reached
Kigali.

Third assumption: a “democ ned sour

representatives of the former regime®.
likely, this particular one was not followed

assumption appeared more
Practors aroused my interest in

this particular assumption. Fements that an important witness,
the Chief of Staff of the ral Augustin Ndindiliyimana, was supposed to

know, I naturaily pu

hem outright, yet they are incontestable. This
made me wonder: ;

y on leave [his leave was supposed to run from

1* throug indi sa, on 50 April, during a meeting with UNAMIR, announced
that a sg isarmig Rig wopld be carried out in Nyakabanda sectewr in Kigali. This
decigilitdi 9wl a similar operation had been carried out in Kacyiru,
but 1t i . ganjgers had promised to learn from that exercise and carry out

was scheduled to take place at 430 a.m. on 7" April. In the

il on meeting was held at the Gendarmerie Headquarters to agree on
the concrete meastgi,to be gt in place for the next day’s operation: the support of UNAMIR in
form of logistics and gffnel; and assistance from the Public Prosecutor’s office [which would
issue search and arrest

morning of 6

ants]. In addition, the various companies of the Gendarmerie in Kigali

¥ Jt is not very clear why such a decision was taken. Contrary to what has been witten, the Burundian President’s plane
had not broken down. One version has alleged that Ntaryamira thought that the plane, a beecheraft chartered by the
Burundian Government, was 100 slow and too noisy. Another allegation is that the Burundian intelligence circles feared
that there could be an attack on the plane. The Burundian President’s plane, a Falcon 50, was actually undergoing
servicing and Habyarimana had earlier given a liftto Ntaryamira during 2 meeting in Gbadolite two days earlier,

89 [y a statement made by Mathieu Ngirumpatse, president of the MRND, and Justin Mugenzi, Trade Minister in the
[nterim Government, in Nairobi on 27 April 1994, Prime Minister Agathe Uwilingiyimana was accused of having tried
to organize a coup d’Etat. Referring to a meeting held at her residence on 4 April, they affirm that “the Prime Minister
invited some senior officers and told them of her intention to stage a coup d’Etat against the President”.

8 Eyen though La Cité newspaper of 14 April 1994 quotes 2 wTytsi intellectual” who wanted to look into movements of
some officers from the South who were embittered by the assassination by 2 death squad in February 1994, of the
former Minister of Public Works, Mr. Félicien Gatabazi, a son of their region,
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were to be confined to their barracks during the night of 6" to 7" April. I would have certainly
considered this matter as a coincidence, had General Ndindiliyimana, who personally decided to
organize the operation and announced it, not denied that such a decision had been made.

On 1* and/or 4" April®, some officers and civilians, natives of the South and of Butare prefecture
in particular, met at the residence of Prime Minister Agathe Uwilingiyimana. The officers had been
contacted by Gendarmerie Lieutenant Jean Baptiste Tradukunda, a young journalist attached to the
intelligence services of the Ministry of Defence. Apart from the civilians, the following attended:
Licutenant Colonel Edouard Gasarabwe, Major Gerchom Ngayaberura and some ten junior officers.
Some other senior officers, namely General Ndindiliyimana, Colonel Munyengango and
Licutenant-Colonels Nteziryayo and Nzungize, are also said to have been invited but could not
attend, Although the meeting was supposed to be a friendly get-toggifisg over glass of wine,
matters of regional interest were discussed, particularly on educationgi the économy. The meeting
took a real political turn when the Prime Minister started compladigi about the “regionalism” of
the “Northerners” within the Army and the Gendarmerie. Sp ut the physical threats
against the opposition and denounced the political obstagl blamed on President
Habyarimana. She even suggested that Habyarimana sho bt the officers were
reticent in their reaction and even rejected the whole ig§ t, or who came
to know about the discussion, is alleged to have lalg p d’Etat”
to President Habyarimana™ .

One of the officers
pe “preparations

As we shall see later, that was how the whole thing was pe: d by the circles close to the Head

of State. That is also how the RTLM piégented it, while
made no comments. Once again, it is ast
was not aware of the meeting, which he ¢
April when, according to him, Colonel Gats
RTLM had carried a story on th meeting. It

¥ Ndindiliyimana was in Kigali at
endarmerie, his corps; the officers
diliyimana and the Prime Minister were good
hengeril; his ownt UNAMIR liaison officer
ver Karangwa, was aware of the meeting;
diliyimana to inform him of the meeting.

haviour of an officer who was probably not present at the
.\ ware of it. Colonel Anselme Nshizirungu was military
Psympathizer of the MDR-Twagiramungu faction, and
: close to RP¥SS In a fnemorandum entitled “An overview of the political situation
in Rwanda” elgian friend resident in South Africa® in late February 1994, he

Zn the worst case scenario, the Rwandan evil will only be solved by
¥ he killer dictator, who is about to exterminate his people’s
intelligentsia. And yo have to assist us; I am quite convinced about it. T would like to see you

8 The four testimonies I have do not say the same thing on the dates: some say that the meeting took place on 1* April,
while others mention the date of 4% April. Likewise, the names of the participants mentioned are not the same. 1 tend to
think that two meetings could have been held,

87 Erom the information I gathered, this officer could have been { jeutenant Colonel Alphonse Niteziryayo. According to
Mirs. Agathe Habyarimana, tesponding to 2 questionnaire, her husband is alleged to have said that one of the officers
who attended the meeting had informed him that the Prime Minister was plotting a coup d'Etat. However, officers close
to the Head of State are alleged to have discarded the idea.

% 1o was one of the RAF officers who returned to the Rwanda after RPF victory. He is now Rwanda’s Ambassador in
Addis Ababa.

3 1 do know this person: he had earlier held a senior post within the Intefligence Services in Rwanda and is connected
to some security circles close to the right wing whites in South Affica.
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again in this beautiful country once the monster is gone”. For Nshizirimgu and his friends, could the
“worst case scenario” have finally occurred in carly April and did they swing into action?

Lastly, on 6% April, around 9 p.m., 2 Belgian officer residing in Belgium but with close links with
the Rwandan Arnyy, after Jearning that something was happening in Rwanda, telephoned General
Nsabimana, the RAF Chief of Staff, on his direct fine. He did not know that the General had died in
the crash. It was General Ndindiliyimana who answered the call. Once again, Ndindiliyimana
denied this fact, whereas the Belgian officer had no reason for lying.

Let us recall another element before formulating an assumption. The checkpoint at the Masaka road
junction, which we repeatedly talked about earlier, was manned partly by some gendarmes. That
checkpoint was, as a matter of fact, under a unit that the Gendarmeri sitioned in Kabuga, a
short distance away. ‘

Now the assumption: Some “democratic” officers originating Y
1o the Gendarmerie, fed up with the multiple obstacles in je
under the Arusha accords, exasperated by the political

wuth and belonging mainly
¥ehihe institutions agreed
B joved ones [cf. the

Gatabazi case, see below] and fearing for a campaign o ; nduga [natives
of other prefectures apart from those of the No ( : aly way to
salvation was the elimination of the major cause df UNGES abyarimana
regime, and by creating an institutional vacuum. In the HAGds & gtter could have
been relatively easy and people would have literally not tafigabout a coup d’Btat: it would have
sufficed to fill the institutional vacuum ; e only evident framework, the

one provided for under the Arusha accordsg

s entourage. Some soldiers
#spected Agathe Uwilingiyimana
fig of the plane. They also claimed
ntending to make over the radio, in which she
g Watignal Assembly, whose composition was 0
conform to the wishes o s allies”. ential Guard soldiers also believed that the

This scenario was evidently taken seriously Bg
of the Presidential Guard later told one of my
and Faustin Twagiramung

4 April meeting w; 3G &"Etat. Colonel Bagosora also exhibited the
same suspig] ummoned to the Army Headquarters
after thedy 3 LN ¢ Defence and telephoned the Army
Headgsite ) #ie there. He also tatked of a “coup plot” and, according
to him, initi : ) Into a trap and did not want to fisk his life by going to the
Army Head ers; as dfer learning that several of his “friends” were there that he

decided to go.

The sequence of e affollowed the crash, which we shall describe in detail at a later stage,
conforms more to this #rio than to the others. If the Prime Minister had managed to read out the
radio speech she had#prepared for the public in the early hours of 7Aptil, she would have
announced that in accordance with the fundamental law, the Government was taking over the
management of country and that the transitional institutions would be put in place. The reader’s
reaction here is that this plan was suicidal and had no chance of succeeding, because it did lack a
military backing. My reply is that that is what exactly happened: the regime’s hardliners did not
simply sit back and watch. But the unrealistic nature of the plot does not rule out the fact that it
existed. The soldiers did everything possible to prevent the Prime Minister from making a statement
on the radio. Why this relentlessness, if they were not scared that she might accomplish what they
expected?
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One notices also that it was not until late at night, indeed starting from 6 a.m., that the political
assassinations started, Could this have been because the “hardliners” were initially caught off-guard
and one of their most important leaders, Colonel Bagosora, was still too busy with some other
“official” matters, in the early hours of the night [see below]? We will come back to this later, but it
should be noted already that among the people killed late that night and in the early hours of the
morning of 7% April, were those who were vital in the implementation of the scenario we are
talking about here. The initial violence therefore should have been a counter-coup effected with the
Constitution in hand, the same way the coup makers in Burundi had done in 1993 [see below].
Among the first victims were:

- Agathe Uwilingiyimana, the Prime Minister, whose government was supposed to take over
the affairs of the State, which is understood to mean taking the necessary steps to fill the
institutional vacuum;

- Joseph Kavaruganda, the President of the Constitutional
preside over the swearing-in ceremorny for the new minis

- Félicien Ngango [PSD] and Landoald Ndasingwa [PL
the post of President of the Transitional National Asgem

In summary, officers from the South allegedly plotted ;
serving Prime Minister and probably with the Prime M
Faustin Twagiramungu. The coup — the shooting ¢¢
constitutional vacuum necessary to remove the B
accords. In the later part of the night, those who were opp
in such a way as to render the coup im ossible by, first
a political ext8
a genocide.

¥ho was supposed to

this Scenario see
creating an institutional counter-
tion campaign that had been

see later that this assumption does not, in any
enocide and the political killings. However,
§ibting down the plane are not the same people
1é also like to point out that this scenario and the
plicated RPF, are not mutually exclusive. As a
“tachnical” or objective alliance between some tendencies of

B & wagiramungu faction, and RPF. Nothing rules out the
et rid of President Habyarimana.

shooting down of the @
way, reduce the respe

of 7 April, a statement by the “Crisis committee’” of the Rwandan
community in Belgiunf", which was close to the MRND, confirmed that the attack on the plane had
been prepared by some Belgian soldiers from the UN peacekeepers contingent, relying on “military
sources of the non-Belgian peacekeepers of the UNAMIR™?. In a diplomatic note dated 20 April,
the Ambassador of Rwanda to Kinshasa, Etienne Sengegera, firmly stated: “the plane was shot

% By virtue of Article 9 of the protocol of 3 August 1993, he was supposed to have presided over the first session of the
Transitional National Assembly in the sbsence of the President of the Republic.

91 The term “crisis committee” was also used by the soldiers in Kigali, when they “took control of the situation”,

92 Statement of 7 April 1994, on the assassination of the Heads of State of Rwanda and Burundi, His Excellency Majox
General Juvénal Habyarimana and His Excellency Cyprien Ntaryamira respectively, and their entourage, Brussels, 7
April 1994, signed by Papias Ngaboyamahina.
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down by Belgian soldiers [...] on behalf of RPF”™. But, in an obvious sign of misunderstanding
within the government, another diplomatic note issued the next day by the Rwandan Embassy in
Bujumbura said that “it would be speculative to make a final conclusion as to who shot down the
plane™*. However, the Rwandan government made a guarded statement while accusing Belgium of
involvement. In a note dated 10 April, the Minister of Foreign Affairs said that the president’s plane
“was shot at by some yet unidentified attackers™>. However, the next day, the Minister talked of
“some inexplicable loopholes in the conduct of the leader of the UN peacekeepers responsible for
the security of Grégoire Kayibanda Airport and its surroundings®®, which loopholes allowed the
criminals to shoot down the President’s plane”97, In the meantime, RTLM continued to blame the
attack on RPF and Belgium, without a word of contradiction from the Rwandan authorities.
Similarly, in a France2 broadcast on 28 June 1994, Captain Bartil, who was defending the interests
of the Habyarimana family, echoed the family’s allegations by saying 854 his opinion, the plane
tad been shot down by RPF, in collaboration with the Belgian soldiggs. b
he was in possession of satellite photographs that showed thg
offensive at the Ugandan border right from 6 April, suggesting
plot. Jeune Afrique’ had already come up with a similar sgen!
asserted: “The fact that the leaders of the Front launch 3

+

abyarimana weekly
ensive on Kigali,
clearly planned right from the time the news of the ex; ‘ fact that their
high-ranking officials had left the capital city a fi iem, ievg RPF had a
plan to shoot down the plane”.

Before looking at RPF, let us first note that there is nothing
nor even the presence of Belgian soldiers’ simply based on the so-
called “testimonies”, whose authors were¥ So, could it have been
some “UN peacekeepers from other countrics ; i e Masaka area”, who could
have seen the Belgian soldiers commit the #t is second-hand information
from sources close to the regime”. Howevel

s to prove neither the involvement

-

Bldiers killgf after their heinous crime “by angry
ril by the Rwandan government states: “Three
tod at a time when a group of 8 UNAMIR
{07« from the plane wreckage by force.””’

£7 April 1994, a UN spokesperson, Joe Siils,
obse had been killed. The same figure was mentioned
t three Belgian soldiers'® in charge of keeping the weapons
iy killed in the night of 6 April, for having denied some
e storé¥And, lastly, we shall see that the figure of thirteen is
or thefe is talk of the death of the Belgian soldiers. Yet it is known
4 in circumstances that are relatively well known and which I will

epo, whid
to the Kigali

% Bmbassy of the Repub inda, Diplomatic Note No, 138/03.11.07/A.1h, Kinshasa, 20 April 1994,

% Embassy of the Republicgiiwanda, Diplomatic Note No. 45/C2, Bujumbura, 21 April 1994.

95 Republic of Rwanda, Mighstry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, “Explanation on the political situation in Rwanda
sinee the death of President Juvénal Habyarimana, Kigali, 10 April 1994,

% Referring to the Belgian Battalion, whose 12" Company was responsible for guarding the Airport,

97 Republic of Rwanda, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Diplomatic Note, Kigali, 11 April 1994,

%8 No. 1736 of 14-20 April 1994,

9 guch as the statement already mentioned by Papias Ngaboyamahina, Spérancie Karwera in Jeune Afrique No. 1736
of 14-20 April 1994, or even the Habyarimana family in Jeune Afrigue No. 1738-1739 of 28 April-11 May 1994.
Likewise, on 7 April, the Belgians were accused over radio OZRT by “journalist” Imana Ingulu, who in reality was an
employee of the SARM [Service d 'Action et de Renseignement Militaires] {De Stanaard, 18 April 1994,

100 “Thie reference is mainly found in the reports that have already been mentioned, by Ambassador Sengegera and
Supéra,ncic Karwera.

101 Republic of Rwanda, Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation, Update on the tragedy in Rwanda, Kigali, 15
A?ril 1994, pp3.

102 Iy fact, all the observers at the Camp were civilians and none of them was Belgian.
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talk about later. Officially no other Belgian soldier is missing on record, yet it appears difficult, if

not impossible, to hide the fact that the number of Belgian peacekeepers killed was higher than the
ten who are officially mentioned. Having said that, one question remains hanging: could some
“ynofficial” Belgians or some other white men have been involved in the incident?

As for the involvement of Belgian peacekeepers in the downing of the plane, it should be
mentioned, as did the Belgian Minister for National Defence, reacting to the accusations, that
UNAMIR and therefore, the Belgian peacekeepers, did not have any surface-to-air migsiles. As for
the “inexplicable negligence” of the Belgian peacekeepers, it should be noted that those hardly forty
men, guarded only the Airport'®, yet the missiles were fired from approximately four kilometers
outside the Airport perimeter and between the Airport and the “Farm” is the Kanombe military
camp. Regarding the Belgians who tried to grab the black box “by forggahil was the Kigali Sector
Command of the UNAMIR that sent a section from the Airport detaghient [Mairfield group™] to the
crash site. Purpose of the mission: to ensure that the crash site was pered with and to guard
the premises until the artival of an inspection team. The Sectopd r, Colonel Luc Marchal,
anmounced that the RAF Headquarters had been notified 2 yturn inform the guard
unit in Kanombe Camp. But at 4.15 a.m., when Sergean X aiived at the quarter-
guard, it was aggressively repulsed'®. It was thereforg i i
the wreckage. Having been denied access to the s
or casualties. Lastly, another revelation by Captaifi B
in possession of control tower recordings, in which he
“Belgian accent”. Not only has Barril not made his recor:
very unlikely because, as we saw, the UN
tower, right from the beginning of the ope

e Mentified sonft
heard, but also his assertion sounds
wer allowed access 1o the control

and against them, RPF, just
began, it was trying 0 forge an
sised a wining majority in the Transitional
; responsible for the multitude of obstacles in the
wder the Arusha accords {see above]. RPF
Ritive political race. It had already tasted the
n September 1993 in the eight communes of
ections lace in an area which neither the Rwandan Army
1y controlled, and while RPF had been able to field its own
fhyrmer single party had trounced RPF by winning all the
res of Kinihira [Byumba] and Kirambo [Ruhengeri]. It
2. MRND, at least in the prefectures of the North.

Let us now come back to RPF and examine
like its main political oppon had an objec

way to the installatigh
was probably aware
bitter experience, during the’

some surface-to-air missiles and knew how to use them. They had
econnajssance plane in Matimba on 3 October 1990, a Gazelle
helicopter in Nyakaya 3 October 1990 and an Ecureuil helicopter in Cyeru in February 1993.
Furthermore, on 10 ember 1991, a Fokker 27 of the Zairian company SCIBE, flying on the
Kigali-Beni route'%¢, had been hit at a point where the Rwanda, Zaire and Uganda borders meet.
The aircraft, which managed to make an emergency landing in Goma, had most likely been hit by
RPF fire, but it is not clear whether the weapon used on that occasion was a surface-to-air missile.

L 2y

103 14 should be noted that the strength of the RAF and the Gendarmerie based at the Airport was far superior in
aumbers compared the UNAMIR. There were also six anti-aircraft artillery pieces with personnel around the runway.
19 (yperations Diary, 2*¢ Commando Battalion

195 Captain Barril later told me that the “Belgian accent” could have emanated from a Belgian C-130 plane that was
approaching the Airport behind the presidential jet. That could be possible, but then in that case, the allegation by Barril
that the recording is an alleged proof of 2 Belgian involvement in the attack on the plane is absolutely ridicuious.

196 This was an unusual route, because there were no regular flights between Kigali and Beni!
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One wonders here, whether it was not the RAF. The missiles RPF had acquired were Imost likely

obtained from the Ugandan Army stocks, yet this Army had only SAM-7 missiles'”’, and not SAM-
16, which were most likely used in the attack.

Some other revelations, however, tend to pin down RPF. Several sources confirm that the Dar es
Salaam meeting lasted much longer than scheduled, which made Habyarimana returni 0 Kigali
much later, whereas, for security reasons, he would have wished to land in Kigali before ni ghtfall.
Museveni, the Ugandan President and an RPF ally, is alleged to have made the meeting drag on for
longer than expected. A report produced in 1993 by some French gendarmes alleged that RPF®
was behind “most of” the coup atternpts in Rwanda in 1991-1992. Stephen Sith reports that the
strategy of the “worst case scenario” was admitted by an RPF leader who, on condition of
anonymity, said that “the setting up of an autonomMoOus cell charged killing Habyarimana
should not be ruled ou » The informer revealed that in his prggence, % March 1994, RPF
Chairman, Alexis Kanyarengwe, envisaged the “downing” {guhang the Rwandan President .

important factor
nce of about 10
d by RAF

But even if RPF had a motive and the necessary expertise,
in their favour. From the RPF cantonment at the CND
kilometres as the crow flies. Furthermore, we saw th
[it should also be recalled that the Kanombe Camp
a Gendarmerie position a few hundred metres X0
position was acting in connivance with RPF — cf. third a
indeed dangerous for RPF to setup 2 firing position at
since, in the past, RPF had proven its indgadible infiltration ¢
during a raid on Ruhengeri.

]. ®bviously, it #as difficult and
int. Anyway, nothing is impossible
particularly in January 1991,

ds heg€ are not univocal. On the one
soldiers from their battalion did
firary to what Jeune Afrique wrote,
few days earlier. As a matter of fact, civilian
d Tito Rutaremara, were in Kigali''® and
Wiffer hand, while it is generally believed that
% on 8 April, several witnesses on the ground
arly hours of 7 April, particularly in the Kisaro,
ezi zones. Furthermore, according to sources within RPA,
3 tince 3 April. According t0 the same sources, General
i Colonp! Kaka to start his assault on Kigali in the night of 6to 7
S ain i that RPF was ready to launch a large-scale operation in a
mediately send two to three battalions to Kigali, which were able
Fway, particularly at Rutongo, some ten kilometers from K.igalim.

hand, apart from
not engage the enemy
the top cadres of RPF

anything could have happ
f RPF offen

Sources from within K&y claim that RPF was responsible for the attack on the plane. Several
informers within its 1) [Department of Military Intelligence] and within RPA confirmed RPF’s
involvement and justified it by arguing that the war would never have ended if Habyarimana had

197 [peernational Institute for Strategic Studies, The Military Balance, publications of the last ten years.

108 R enublic of Rwanda, Gendarmerie Nationale, Centre for Criminal Research and Documentation, Kigali, Study on
terrorism in Rwanda since I 990, June 1993, 9 pages.

\09 1 ibération, 29 July 1994

110 The majority of RPF officials had left Kigali in Jamuary. From that time onwards, three nominees to posts of ministex
and/or Member of Parliament remained in Kigali under a three-week rotation systen. Therefore, the presence of the
three dignitaries mentioned {who were not insignificant officials] was part of the routine.

"1 According to the operations diary of the Belgian battalion, some elements of RPF were in the vicinity of Rutongo at
the latest in the moming of g% April, in ofher words, at the “official” beginning of RPF offensive, forty kilometres to
the Norih,
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not been eliminated. One such source was more precise: the operation was carried out by some RPA
soldiers and one or several Libyans, supported by Major Rose Kabuye [now Mayor of Kigali] and
Colonel Kayumba [pow Deputy Chief of Staff of the Gendarmerie, then DMI Chief]. The
commandos allegedly left the “Farm” area using 2 dirt road through Ndera, Kimironko and
Nyarutarama. Lastly, from a source within RAF, in the evening of 6 April, a listening post which
was situated in Gisenyl and was responsible for monitoring RPF communications network,
allegedly intercepted a message announcing that the “the target has been hit”, This fact was
confirmed by a report dated 7 Apri] 1994, in which Captain Apedo, 2 Togolese military observer
with UNAMIR in Kigali Camp, said: “RGF Major said they monitored RPF communication which
stated “target is hit’ ™' 2.

A single piece of hard evidence: hot lead

-em that such evidence does

What is missing in the above scenarios is hard evidence. Yet it w
wket launchers used in the

exist. On 25 April, three weeks after the attack, the FAR founddie
attack. The serial numbers of two rocket launchers were mentiog
by Lieutenant Munyaneza. In view of the fact that I obtalie=ag s

the recovery of the rocket launchers and that I obtaipg ough the ex-F

Goma, it may

very well have been doctored, especially as it is why e left the
Jaunchers behind and risk exposing the people behindggs " 1 happened
to meet a witness at Masaka who not only saw the missiTegEReIEs fme that “about
one month™ after the attack, FAR soldiers found the launch¥@iaccording to him):“two army green
cylinders of approximately 1.5 metrestiim, length)” and 1ot guem to Camp Kanombe. This

information, which was obtained indepertsg
corroborates Lieutenant Munyaneza's obsers

Identification of the two launchers

First launcher econd launcher
9 If 322-1-01 q] 322-1-01

9 M-313-1 13-

04-87

9I11519-2
5945107

3555406

nty is that these were SAM 16 “Gimlet” missiles. Officially, ten
# siles in their arsenals in the nineties; those countries were Angola,
Bulgaria, North Kore and, Hungary, Iraq, Nicaragua, Poland, Czechoslovakia and the former
goviet Union. That do#s not tell us very much, because none of those countries appears to have had
particular relations with either party in the Rwandan conflict. Still it is worth noting that in Angola,
both UNITA and the South African Army are believed to have captured SAM-16, and that through
this route (Zaire, in the case of UNITA), they may have ended up in the hands of Hutu radicals.
Moreover, assuming the missiles came from South Africa, they may very well have been used in
the “democratic coup” scenario, considering Colonel Nshizarungu’s connections in military circles
in South Africa, —as we have seem. Another piece of information worth mentioning, but it is to be
treated with utmost caution, as it was obtained from a second-hand source _British at that— and that
it may have been doctored, as it concems a highly sensitive matter that is susceptible 10

All that can be
countries had this

112 This statement is attached as an annex.
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disinformation. The launchers are said to have been part of a consignment sold to Iraq in 1988.
When the Gulf War ended, these missiles were reportedly seized by the French contingent of the
multinational force as “war spoils”, and shipped to France, and, officially, they never left France.
Assuming such is the casg, the Belgian military intelligence (SGR) document (supra) would -
obviously make a great deal of sense, as the information would point to radical Hutus as the guilty
party. By the time this book went to press, I had not yet had the opportunity to verify this
potentially crucial information. The information is easy t0 verify ~in theory at least. Did France
seize Iragi SAM-16 missiles? If so, what were their serial numbers? Were missiles which were
recovered at “La Ferme” in Masaka part of that consignment? It should also be noted that if the
Iraq scenario were substantiated, it could also incriminate the RPF, because, according to some

reports (still unconfirmed), the RPF acquired weapons, including some from Iraq.

it Mrther, As long as the
ve come from any number
secret services, notably
sstions, Either they are

b3 B M

lling to make It

I leave it up to others to carry on with the research, as I cannot Py
trajectory of the missiles is not clarified, these missiles can be saig
of locations, and that each of the suspects had reasons t0 use 1
in France and Belgium, have that information, which raise
unwilling or unable verify the information, or ﬂ}fy hav:

public. All three scenarios raise serious issues...
Smokescreen

Even assuming —as I mentioned at the beginning of this chap
irrefutably true, I note that today, many SgEMiSC the arried out the attack, perhaps in
connivance with elements of the domestic it

scenario of the Habyarimana regime “hardlifg

be proved or disproved once the trajectory O% hed, missiles which, from all
indications, were used in the attack.
In fact, it is interesting 19
without any hard evidg
true”.'® According

i event, people are still speculating
ries has “nine out of ten chances of proving
to have taken a great deal of interest in
g that the plot is likely to have involved
oy reliable leak has led to the truth. Verschave
‘es concerned “are capable of en%aging in
< in a bid fo withhold information”.""" Tn other
8em suggest that the attack was carried out by a small
ined and professional. We must be dealing with a little-
{, rather than a large group such as the RPF, the FAR or the

113 Human Rights Watch, Arming Rwanda. The Arms Trade and Human Rights Abuses in the Rwandan War, January
1994, p.21. ‘

114 1f a Sabena or Air France airplane were shot down on its final approach into Brussels-National or Roissy-Charles-de-
Gaulle airport and the rocket launchers used in the attack were found, there is no doubt that within one week it would be
possible to determine the identity of both the manufacturers and suppliers of the weapons !

115 Francois-Xavier Verschave regarding the case made by Colette Braeckman: op. ¢it. p. 95.

116 ¢ Braeckman, Rwanda..., op. cit., p. 199-

W Complicité de genocide ?, op. cit. p. 83
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In actual fact, no one seems to want to know, and that includes the UN, Belgium, ~ France, the
former Rwandan Government, the new authorities in Kigali and Burundi, whereas each of them is
concerned in one way or another. We have seen that the Presidential Guard refused a Belgian
UNAMIR section access to the wreckage. ** Already on 8 April, the UN called for an independent
international investigation, and, on 27 June, the UN Secretary General, Boutros-Ghali, was charged
by the Security Council with commissioning the inquiry; however, it seems that nothing was done,
and the matter was quietly struck off the agenda. On 12 April, the Belgian Cabinet decided to ask
the ICAO (International Civil Aviation Organisation) to launch an inquiry. The matter was on the
agenda of the ICAO Council meeting of 25 April, but no such inquiry was conducted. The sticking
point involved both procedural issues (whether this was a civilian airplane falling within the
jurisdiction of ICAQ or a State airplane outside its jurisdiction) and lack of cooperation from the
Rwandan and Burundian authorities. :

At the beginning, the Belgian investigators were uneasy about th
Paris and Brussels, and perhaps, in more concrete terms, the
Dehaene to the post of President of the European Comyn
France.'® During the investigation by the Military Proseg
analysis was conducted; Military Prosecutor Winsen
Rwanda shortly before acquiring emeritus status, }
months. All these initiatives do not seem to have |

neighbourliness™ between
of Prime Minister J. L.

the airplane.
The outcome of inquiries conducted in ¥ i a brick wall known as “secref
défense” [highly classified defence mateq ere,is no doubt that French

+

military personnel, including the commande
that fragments of plane wreckage and the mis
the GIGN, the DGSE and the DML, took keen¥

tin, visited Yigicrash site several times and
red. Epénch secret services, including

b4, Captain Paul Barril came onto the scene fora
displayed a box, claiming that it was the
cent visit to Kigali; he also said that he was
ctions. Very quickly, it became clear that the
“revelation, ; ncans of covering up the accusations made about
ten days g8t Hen ), Actual “black boxes™'?! are orange in colour, whereas Barril
displ . igh trument, which cannot record data. What’s more,
aced ¢ S {¥he company which did maintenance on the airplane,'?* the
airplane hasigh L box and was still not fitted with one at its last maintenatce,

Y8 with the exception of¥ Prosecutor’s Office; it took some interest in the attack, which is outside its

M9 1 g communiqué issued on 8 April 1994, Special Representative Booh Booh stated that: “INAMIR also insists on
being involved, as soon as practicable, in the investigations into the causes of the plane crash (...)".

120 Byt was torpedoed by the “Albion” affair. ..

12! 1 actual fact, there are two black boxes: a cockpit voice recorder and a digital flight tecorder.

22 Once again, there is haziness in the air: SATIF (Service et Assistance en technique industrielles frangaises), which
later became ASI (Aéro-services internationaux), is said to have close links to French secret services; it is said to
carried out maintenance work on the airplane and managed its crew. The crew comprised French military assistance

staff, at least one of whom was 2 former member of GLAM (Groypement de ligisons aériennes ministerielles); GLAM
was dissolved immediately after Jacques Chirac’s election to the presidency.
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in November 19931 Moreover, in late june 1994, the French accident investigation bureau
[Bureau F. rangais Enquétes Accidents] informed the Belgian aviation authority that they did not
have the black box and that, based on the information provided by Dassault, they doubted the
airplane had one. As mentioned earlier, Barril also claimed to possess recordings of control tower
communications, as well as satellite photos of the Rwanda-Uganda border, but no one has ever
heard the recordings or seetl the photos. Finally, Barril claims to have the two rocket Jaunchers,
which he claims to have found at the scene. However, as 1 stated earlier, the rocket launchers are
reported to have been recovered by the FAR; one is led to wonder why the Rwandan Army would
have turned them over to someone with no official mandate. Of course, it is likely that Barril saw
them, but as of now, they are believed to be in Goma, in the hands of the ex-FAR.

Finally, neither the former nor the new Rwandan regime has sho
Although, according to the note verbale mentioned earlier from the
“[Tthe Government of Rwanda is determined to launch an i
attack”, no such investigation has actually been commissioned J
with the ICAO, members of the new Rwandan regimg

interest in the matier.
% Embassy in Burundi

According to a source
mber 1994 that the

«Government of Rwanda is committed to national recong 2 tend to launch an
inquiry into the attack [on the airplane] at this timey i jon.”” Also, in
October 1994, when I interviewed Tito Rutaremar . jpyestigating
genocide, he told me that the attack on the airpla d iority. t was in the

RPF’s best interests 10 have a full-scale inquiry, if, indeg ; i £ in the attack.
However, things took a different turn. Materials relati
Ministry of Defence, the military intel§ i
materials) were reportedly recovered by -r in charge of the DML
According to an RPF source, he destroyedgd erials, As f di, who had lost their
President and two ministers in the crash, : ate igfany investigation, contending
that the matter was “politicall sensitive”. In otk : #

as airport logbooks and audio

123 Ajrplanes weighing over 5.7 tons {which is the case of the Falcon 50) are normelly fitted with two black boxes, but
this is not a requirement for airplanes used for scheduled transport of paying passengers.

124 Wonetheless, it is worth noting that in early September 1995, Zaire demanded that the International Tribunal also
undertake investigations into the plane crash, Not because President Mobutu believed that the plane was shot down by
the Belgians, as stated by Colette Bracckman (Le Soir, 4 September 1994), but because he believed it was shot by the
RPF. This was confirmed by the fact that Kenyan President arap Moi made a similar request in garly October 1995,
which was echoed by Burundian President Sylvestre Ntibantungany? (Le Soir, 10 Qctober 1995).
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Two courses of action during the night
General Staff officers

It so happened that following the downing of the airplane, the Rwandan Army was for the
most part without leadership. Major-General Déo Nsabimana, the Chief of Staff, had died
in the presidential airplane; the Minister of Defence and G2 officer (military
intelligence), Colonel Ntiwiragabo was in Cameroon; Colonel Kabiligi, the G3 officer
(operations), was on mission in Egypt.*> The following senior offitflye were in Kigali in
the evening 6 April: Major General Augustin Ndindiliyim hiel of Staff of the
Gendarmerie, which, technically speaking, is part of th . Colone! Théoneste
Bagosora, directeur de cabinet of the Ministry of Defences
whenever the lafter was away, but was no longer i
Rusatira, commander of the Ecole Supérieure Mili
function in the army; besides these individuals, 1§
Gendarmerie General Staff officers and battali

Colonel Bagosora had been at the main office of t
6 p.m., where he had been invited for dinner. When h
9 p.m., his wife informed him that § President’s aitpla
he was needed at the General Hed§ :
stopped by the Ministry of Defence 10
time he arrived at the General Headqua
room.

Ndindiliyimana received a call from his
ing him that the airplane had been shot
fmed by the President’s Chief of Staff,
1t (see supra). Ndindiliyimana thus went
find GHaulit was happening”, and arrived there around
o precautions and did not seem to apprehend falling in

infiliyimana, the officers present included Colonel
_ G1), Licutenant Colonel Kayumba (orderly officer
fice) and Lieutenant Colonel Rwabalinda (UNAMIR liaison
hapezo (orderly officer at the General Headquarters) and Major

tons bureau officer).” At Rwabalinda’s invitation, General
commander, went to the meeting around 10 p.m. He immediately

officer), Maj
Kanyandekwe
Dallaire, UNA

52 We should mention at this juncture that these missions raise a number of questions. Egypt had supplied
weapons to Rwanda in the past. As for Cameroon, Minister Bizimana and Colonel Ntiwiragabo were there
attending a conference of the inter-ministerial committee on security in central Africa, but it was also the
country of origin of the UN Secretary General’s Special Representative, Jacques Booh Booh, a relative of
Cameroonian President Paul Biya, who happened to be on very good terms with President Habyarimana;
some of the “kingpins” of the Habyarimana regime later moved to Camereon.

53 See complete list in the annexes.
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asked Colonel Luc Marchal, Kigali Sector commander, to join him there; Colonel Luc
Marchal encountered problems on the way due to the roadblocks in the form of armoured
cars; he thus did not arrive until after 11 p.m. Likewise, Colonel Rusatira was asked by
General Ndindiliyimana to come to the meeting, as, most likely, Ndindiliyimana needed
support from a fellow “moderate”. The officers formed a “crisis committee”, which was
formally instituted the next day. The meeting was chaired by Colonel Bagosora, as he
was deputising for the Minister of Defence. During the meeting, Colonel Laurent
Serubuga, former Army Chief of Staff, telephoned to propose his services, as well those
of Colonel Pierre-Célestin Rwagafilita, former Gendarmerie Chiefgiigta Y. In June 1992,
these two officers, who were said to have links to akazu, were g ed to'etire by the first
Transitional Government, and were teplaced by indivi with a much better
reputation.

Two main issues were discussed. First, the need to : e Army Chief
of Staff, who had died in the plane crash. Colo the natural
choice, as he was the officer who served the lg
been on very bad terms with Colonel Bag
predecessor as directeur de cabinet of the Ministry
akazw’s abuses; he was thus in frequent conflict

“Sie tried to cradk down on
olonel Sagatwa and Colonel

appointment at ESM was consider§
opposed Rusatira’s appointment and

Colonel Bagosora gave several reason icegatsinzi was part of the
Army high command under the Arusha A' gnt; en (33 General Staff officer
(operations); he wasg ns command n sector; he held credentials
from the Generald other han& Rusatira was not selected for the Hauf
Conseil, had ng ) or larger than a battalion or fought in
a war, All that may<gn i y there were other equally important

e North, the choice of Gatsinzi was not
\ithough d from Kigali, he was “counted” as a

il was enticing to blame the imminent disaster on people
he other “advantage” as regards Gatsinzi was he
olitics™ Bd was unfamiliar with the underground networks, as
s to efigage in violence. They thus decided to kill two birds as
Luvre and exonerated themselves of any responsibility. A
sent out to Butare, where Gatsinzi was commandant de place,
ely take up his new post. As we will see later, he was wary and
i1 until the afternoon of 7 April.

inviting him
did not report to

The second issue [discussed] was how to fill the institutional void resulting from the
death of the head of State. Some of the officers, particularly the younger ones, were
favourable to the idea of the army seizing power. Licutenant Colonel Kayumba, in
particular, who was quite agitated and seemed inebriated, argued that the government was

 We will also see that the civilians promoted to the highest State functions hailed from the southern
préfecture of Butare, It would have been inconceivable prior to that to have a “Munyandega” President,
Prime Minister or Chief of Staff of the Army or the Gendarmerie.
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doing nothing and that it was necessary to “take control of matters”. Kayumba was the
orderly officer at the Ministry of Defence, and, as mentioned earlier, Colonel Bagosora
went viathe Ministry of Defence on his way to the General Headquarters. It may very
well be that the two consulted each other and that Kayumba, who appeared to
be“pushing” Bagosora to seize power, was, in fact, expressing the latter’s intentions.
However, other participants did not want to give the impression that a coup d’état was in
the works. When he realised that no one evoked the need to involve the government in
dealing with the crisis; General Dallaire suggested contacting the Prime Minister. Colonel
Bagosora’s reacted immediately and firmly, by saying no categagihglly. His argument
was that Ms. Uwilingiyimana was not credible and f
dysfunctional even under normal circumstances. None of thefiicers present challenged
Bagosora’s stance. Dallaire raised the matter several 1
response each time. In the end, at General Dallaire’s sy,
opinion of Mr. Booh Booh, the Special Representatiyg
were envisaged (organising patrols in the city, g

facilities). It was decided to prepare a messag g of
operations commanders, camp commanders £nd W _ is part,
General Dallaire —who had obviously sensed dangt{ d that political pérty militia

groups remain calm and that the Presidential Gua
requested to be invited to all the m o5 and gave the
continue monitoring the activities of

m to their camp. He also
ance that UNAMIR would

Between 11 p.m. and midnight, Gener: agosoig’and Rwabalinda to meet
Booh Booh also present there were the § ; - i
Representg¥ive of the Secretary General.
committee that was to lead the country in
the interim. Bog i @.coup d’état; Bagosora said that it wasn’t,

fic the case, members of the military were
the MRND to designate a President of the
s of the Peace Agreement. Colonel Bagosora accepted
FRND leadership and the observers. However, he
en the idea of contacting the Prime Minister, arguing
uld ot accept her” and that she was “rejected by both the
et and the Rwandan people”. The Special Representative did
and it was agreed that Bagosora would arrange to contact the
oh would arrange a meeting at his residence between him and
hassador and a delegation of FAR members and observers of the
Peace Agreemenion 7 April, at 9 am. The meeting at Booh Booh’s residence ended
around 12.30 p.an. Shortly after the meeting, around 2.30 p.m., Booh Booh was escorted
by Belgian peacekeepers to the Méridien hotel, where he remained for safety. That is
when General Dallaire, while remaining in contact with Booh Booh, took charge of the
political aspects of the UN mission, in addition to his military responsibilities as the force
commander.

not push th

$5 The communiqué was aired on the radio on 7 April beginning at 6.30 am.; it was prepared by Lieutenant
Colonel Kayumba, and signed “for the Minister of Defence” by Coloenel Bagosora. See text in annex,
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When Colonel Bagosora returned to the General Headquarters, around 1 a.m.,, he gave a
briefing on Booh Booh's suggestions, which were welcomed by the participants. The
officers present seemed to be satisfied with Bagosora’s briefing. The briefing seemed to
be in keeping with the law and the Arusha Peace Agreement. This was an odd reaction,
considering that, amazingly, throughout the episode, the crisis committee never contacted
the civilian authorities, in particular, the Prime Minister, whose role seemed obvious if
the end goal was to reach a solution that was in keeping with constitutional continuity.
We have seen that Colone! Bagosora was bitterly opposed to the ifgg, of contacting Ms.
Uwilingiyimana; later, we will see the reason for and repercus s of h¥s refusal. On the
other hand, as agreed at Booh Booh’s residence, Bagosora the MRND chairman,
Mathieu Ngirumpatse, and asked him to report to the
Dallaire took Bagosora back to the Ministry of Defgnco atter met French
DAMI officers who had come to find out about th hoct® inquiry into
the plane crash; he returned to Booh Booh’s residgf :

Around 2 p.m., after the meeting at the ¢ ] i was as
follows. Things seemed to be under control and no™® y
city was relatively calm and the crisis committee seel
In substance, they [the committee] & d as follows: (1
and take account of Mr, Booh Booh™§

have matters under control.
ontinue the Arusha process

shared by Rwandan officers
ajor misunderstanding which
ing those of the ten Belgian peacekeepers
h had met at the General Headquarters
¥people believed they could bank on.
ourse of action, which was hidden to the
\ mittee by doing the exact opposite of what
% decided. By their actions, they presented senior Rwandan

% gompli and made it impossible to have a peaceful
the plane crash. Nonetheless, it is worth noting that
istic® officers largely contributed to the fait accompli by not
alent. Thus —as we will see later—, although the Gendarmerie
inself as a moderate officer, his men refused to cooperate with
v had not received instructions to that effect.*®

and Marchal saw thin
like Ndindiliyimana

5 A good illustratiof’of the “major misunderstanding” is to be found in incident which occurred at the
Amahoro Stadium; 1 will describe it briefly later. The following is a dialogue between Lieutenant
Vermenlen (second-in-command of the 12* company of the Belgian battation) and Colonel Marchal as
reported by A, Goffin (Rwanda, 7 avril 1994..., op. cit., p.100):

Marchal: If understand correctly, the gendarmes [Rwandan] too are uneasy?
Vermeulen: As a matter of fact, they are very angry.

Marchal: With the crowd (the Rwandans threatening the Belgian soldiers)?
Vermeulen: No, with us!™

This clearly shows that Colonel Marchal still believed in the Gendarmerie, in the aftemoon of 7 April,
whereas they had turned against UNAMIR.
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The second course of action

The other course of action started around 2 a.m. As we will see later, while the Army
reacted very quickly following the plane crash and made it very difficult for certain
UNAMIR units to move about, the massacres of politicians did not begin until very late
in the night not to say in the morning of 7 April. In fact, it was not until around 7.15 am.
that the commander of the gendarmerie security company informed Colonel Marchal that
two Presidential Guard platoons Were killing political figuresgsle incident which
occurred near the Prime Minister’s residence started around 5.3 . We will return later
to this incident, during which ten Belgian peacckeepers ] ir lives. The house of
Félicien Ngago, PSD candidate to the post of Speak sitional National
Assembly, was attacked around 6.30 a.m.; Minister N

around 7 am.; the house of the President 0} wnstituti Joseph
Kavaruganda, was attacked around 7 30 am.; a Bawho was in
contact with him by telephone, Minister Lang ing afihis Samily
were killed late in the morning. By and large, 3Q i Belgian

battalion, it was not until 6.32 am. that “the PreSigiat ‘ ndarmerie
began their systematic cleansing” of the Kimihurura nex

hereas —as We see later— they had been
' llowing the Colonel
refurgéd from the meeting with
$hroximately 5 a.m. and that
change. Jiowever, according to several
utes at the General Headquarters before
ns that he left before 2 am. When asked
fed in another statement addressed to
s vetsion, adding that he left “around 3
2 loft the General Headquarters much earlier
of Defence at 7 a.m. for the meeting with the MRND
nel Bagosora’s schedule between 2 to 7 am. What
®eriod when, manifestly, the “killing machine” was

Why is it that the massacres started s€
planned a long time in advance? Tha
Bagosora scenario. Ina statement,”’ he §
Booh Booh, he remained at the General
he went home therggl ke a bath’

' about 13
ce, which

Colonel Bagosora was at home until around 6.30 a.m. “in the
nly”. However, it is worth noting that he had a radio network
ind Gendarmerie network, and could thus communicate with both
and the reconnaissance (recce) battalions.” Moreover, it these were

57 Written in Goma on 8 August 1994 and given to his lawyer, Luc de Termmerman.

5t L etter dated 5 June 1995, at Goma.

$ Although he denies the existence of the network, Colonel Bagosora himself affirms that with one of the
Motorala [radios] he used 1o back-up his telephone tinks, he could communicate with the duty office of
Camp Kimihurura, which housed the Presidential Guard battalion.

31



K0332630

the units, particularly the Presidential Guard, which started the manhunt. We know that
the Presidential Guard command was not directly tinked to the regular army structures.
While, officially, Major Protais Mpiranya was commander of the Presidential Guard
battalion, its de facto commander was Colonel Elie Sagatwa, the President’s private
secretary and head of the presidential security detail, As Sagatwa died in the plane crash,
it is quite conceivable that he was replaced by Colonel Bagosora, who, in fact, was very
close to him, Lastly, itis worth noting that, according 10 several senior Rwandan officers,
Colonel Bagosora was the official who had authority over the special units such as the
Presidential Guard and the para-conunando [battalion].

pra is believed to have

It is thus difficult to find hard proof of the orders Colonel
i effect. Officers who

given to military units or militia, but there are indicat
attended the General Headquarters meeting earlier that tH
intrigued by the fact that on several occasions
Bagosora, he told his callers that he would ring.g+
several times from another office, out of earsl
Kigali-Ville, was one of the contact men VisG-VES
had established links with the Interahamwe. For
congress at Kabusunzu with the help of Interahamwe
Renzaho controlled militiamen, nousending them on
down. Moreover, 1 have personal te y suggesting longl Bagosora himself
was involved. During the first week ~concres, wheRgit 1 tried to telephone
someone 1 knew well -he will remai is ageused of having incited
passacres) — s as to ensure that potentia iends and acquaintances of
mine, were spared, i{gf indk 1 was in regular contact with
Colonel Bagoso an of the situation, as he controlled and
directed the wgs , following the meeting of 7 April at

the ESM (see infra ard a conversation between Colonel
Bagosora, Lieutenant i

eried to bloc
endarmes. Already on 7 April,
ditions, now calming things

3

recce battalion) and Major Aloys Niabakuze
pattalion). Bagosora is reported to have said this:
HY means “let’s begin by one side”. This phrase implies
ation® where nothing must be skipped over. Clearly, the plan
icers to whom Colonel Bagosora gave the order immediately

P rallel networks™, it should be recalled that January 1994 saw the
emergence of thep Allianee des militaries agacés par les séculaires actes surmois des
Unaristes (AMASASU),“ who used threatening language against opposition parties and
rejected the Arusha peace process. Colonel Bagosora was strongly suspected of being one
of the people behind the initiative. In a letter, dated 3 December 1993, to General
Dallaire, senior officers, who wish to remain anonymous, drew attention to the support of

€0 1y fact, the French name does not convey as much meaning; the idea is to make the term “amasasu " look
like an acronym. In reality, “gmasasy” (sing. isasu) i Kinyarwanda for “pullets” for] “munitions”.
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“soldiers, mainly from the same region as the President” to “diabolical schemes aimed at
provoking chaos and desolation among the population”. They wamed that “{o]ther
massacres (...) are being prepared and will spread to the rest of the country”. Colonel
Rusatira was among those presumed to have written the letter.

It was known for a long time that there was a plan to resort to large-scale violence, that
lists of people to eliminate had been drawn up, that militiamen had been trained and
armed. Dress rehearsals of organised subversion were conducted on 2 smaller scale as
early as 1991 in Murambi, Bugesera and the préfectures of ¢, Ruhengeri and
Gisenyi.” All that was known, %2 but, relatively speaking, not
in December 1993 until March 1994, Lieutenant Mark Nee,
the Belgian UNAMIR battalion wrote NUMEroUs reports s
by a small network of informants who spoke of meeting est levels of the
State and the Army, the putting in place of sty . jsms aimed at
destabilising UNAMIR, particularly the Belgian JgAts Babers of the
opposition, the Tutsi in general and even fgf i i !
distribution of weapons and munitions.”® THey ¥

within UNAMIR, but a copy was also sent to T Moafifiony Centre (C-0ps) of the
Belgian Army at Evere.

In the first half of January 1994, a r-turned-infort gaye UNAMIR a lead
regarding an out-and-out exterminationgples - informant, SBv1 ., is an Interahamwe
leader in Kigali, who said that he wante ciencerand requested diplomatic

protection in exchange for his informat:
serious: he spoke of ps caches
militiamen, both i

i+ Blienounced were extremely
munitiol¥” depots, military training for
da, logistical support from the army and

Is,.. UNAMIR was conducting checks
particularly with re on depots; these materials were found
in large quantities in P.T., including in a house used by the
MR : . jews 4 vestigations corroborated the informant’s
¢ was a network of about 30 cells, each with 20 to 30
» to intervene, Every evening, a central command

s, L’Afrique des grands lacs en crise..., op- cit., p. 183-196.

2 Notably that & research conducted in early 1993 by an international commission called
Fédération intern Droity de 1'Homme et al., Rapport de la commission internationale
d'enquéte sur les vio des droits de I'homme au Rwanda depuis le ler octobre 1990, March 1993, 99
pages.

1 The work of gathering intelligence was continued by Colonel Decuyper when the second battation
replaced the first in mid-March. One notes striking bias in the collection of data by the 82 officers, who
take interest in the “dirty tricks” in the Presidential camp, but not in those of the RPF and its allies. In
“Notes 82 au Cdt KIBAT", there is no mention of a network of informants on the activities of the RPF and
its allies, whereas, the 52 officers themselves acknowledge that the RPF and their allies “did not play by
the rules”.

6 The information referred is based on the accounts of UNAMIR officers who participated in the inquiry.
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was in contact with the cells updating them on the security situation in the city. This was
a real killing machine aimed at Tutsis, members of the opposition, even foreign nationals,
especially Belgians. According to J.-P. T., within an hour of the initial order, they were
capable of killing an estimated 1,000 persons every hour.®®

Convinced that this information was both coherent and reliable, General Dallaire alerted
New York on 11 January 1994%¢ by means of a coded telegram, and requested
authorisation to conduct weapons search and seizure operations, The embassies of
France, the United States and Belgium were also informed and to give political
asylum to J.-P.T, The answer from New York was negative: AMIR® “cannot move”,
because the operations envisaged would constitute “offensi ”, which are not part
of UNAMIR’s mandate. Having been informed by the embassies, Paris,
Washington and Brussels did not react as regards the
ground and the request for protection for J.-P.T 4
reiterated his request for clarification of the magf¥
permit weapons seizure operations. Once aga :
following response from Colonel Marchal irf
13 March 1994: “There is a problem with the ma
weapons searches.” As a result, a system which led
AMIR as “maj

Already in 1992, names of officials an : Guad were mentioned. In
fact, in August 1992, journalist Janvier fe in which he described in

stated that he hi
He listed more g
of his brothers-in

d that he had participated in violent acts.
President Habyarimana himself and three
g the course of an inquiry in Rwanda
aged to cross-check and verify this
ation reBalding the operations of these squads in the
f the report of the international commission of inquiry
iess, no judicial inquiry was conducted in order to
Daign consisting of violent subversive activities.

fNew York by General Dallaire, which I will discuss in 2 moment, 1,000
Pminutes, my sources, who conducted the inquiry, speak of one hour,

fum, the position of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was: we cannot intervene {notably
to conduct weapons search and seizure operations), because this type of operations would mean choosing
one side, namely the RPF, and losing our neutrality.

® Umurava, No. 10, 28 August 1992, pp. 5-8.

7 In the case of Belgh

)

® §, Reyntjens, Données sur les escadrons de la mort au Rwanda, Antwerp, 9 October 1992; excerpts of
this document were subsequently published in Bulletin CRIDEV, No.110, February-March 1993,

0 pédération internationale des Droits de I'Homme et al., Rapport..., op. cit., pp. 78-84.
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Once again, with regard to this problem, UNAMIR made significant findings thanks to its
investigation into the murder, in Kigali, on 21 February 1994, of Félicien Gatabazi, PSD
chairman and Minister of Public Works. The investigation conducted by the UNAMIR
civilian police revealed that the murder was perpetrated by Presidential Guard non-
commissioned officers and corporals whose names were known. The investigation
revealed that the following were behind the murder: Captain Pascal Simbikangwa,
brother-in-law of Colonel Sagatwa; Alphonse Ntirivamunda, son-in-law o fPresident
Habyarimana; and Emile }\Eyungura,'fs a PSD politician who was Whazi's challenger. It
is believed that two preparatory meetings were held at the begiglfing of
the Rebero-L’Horizon hotel, which was owned by Presiden
at Simbikangwa’s house. From all indications, the whité
attack belonged to the MRND. Hence thanks to the
during the police investigation, it was possible to g§
criminal acts and individuals mentioned since k
squad. The information that was known fi
investigations conducted by UNAMIR clea
fact, according to a witness in whom General N
February 1994, the lists of people to eliminate had
however, this is challenged by Ge | Nsabimana’s
were never discussed. In fact, Nsabi
he was travelling on the plane that w
that.”

0 provoke massacres. As
a chance to confirm

wn fo exiyf January, went into operation
cription of the political massacres, first the
nits, of this pub!ication.74 However, it is

ecember 1993, “for provoking dissent within the
Ppossibly on 12 April 1994.

Sit., pp.662-667) publishes a list of 311 “contact persons”
¥ \ess than 200 persons in Kigali City. It shotld be noted that
2% March 1994, in General Nsabimana’s car following 2 road

accident”

¥1.ble to me, Neabimana did not leave the country after the start of the war

T Ac-cording v.
tion int 3 mission, which, in theory, did not concern him is intriguing. It

in October 1990

would seem that Prel abyarimana was suspicious of Nsabimana, as it was rumoured that he was
plotting a coup d’étatgFhat is perhaps why he was included in the delegation; the decision was not taken
until the evening of § April during a conversation with President Habyarimana and Colonel Sagatwa,

whereas the Summnit had been scheduled for quite some time.

" See Aftican Rights, Rwanda. Death, Despair and Defiance, London, September 1994, revised edition,
August 1995; CLADHO-Kanyarwanda, Rapport de I'enguéte sur les violations des droits de I'homme
commisses au Rwanda & partir du 6 avril 1994, premiére phase, Kigali, 10 December 1994.These
references do not necessarily indicate that L agree with these publications, the second one, in particular,
contains numerous weak points; that is underscored in a letter ADL wyote to CLADHQ dissociating itself
from the report. As for African Rights, their political and historical analyses reflect 2 pro-RPF bias, which
is incompatible with the mission and ethical standards of a good human rights organisation.
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important to make one thing clear in this regard. Whereas the massacres committed by
elements of the Army and militiamen are relatively well documented, there is little
mention of the killings carried out by the RPF beginning on 7 April. Particularly in the
Remera neighbourhood, which is very close to where the RPF battalion was billeted. The
battalion killed dozens of people, particularly Hufu intellectuals and their family
members. The selective and targeted nature of these massacres points to a well-organised,
well-prepared operation, possibly conducted using lists.”

Other prominent figures who were close to the regime im
Beginning on 6 April in the evening, there were intriguing moysg
officials of all political leanings. Around 10.30 p.m., gend

evacuate prominent figures associated with the presidentg¥
A. Nkubito sought shelter at the residence of the Belgi
there, he was moved to the French Embassy. The:

tely took cover.
ents of politicians and
ent to Kimihurura to
Prosecutor General
t first, and from
ionate, Faustin
the
UNAMIR headquarters for Kigali; on 19 Apri
airplane with Bengali soldiers who were lea¥ing
was turned into an assembly point: while the maj
had links to the regime, there were also members of thg
danger.”’ It came as no surprise tfighmost of those WK
embassy belonged to the President’s §
shelter at the French embassy, as Fran

bse Wwho sought skelter there
position whose lives were in
sought shelter at the French
Gt spontaneously sought

opposition, who wanted to go there, wef le to dgP50 (they either went into
hiding or were killed). As I mentioned § politicians and prominent
figures sought sheltepgfi : suggest that they had no prior
knowledge of the repercussions, considering that they were

awares, not having the slightest idea of

what to do poliic

Jtion of Emmanue} Bagambiki and his family members, it is explicitly
Fused a list, The people killed with their families include retired Colonel
of Major Nuhaha and their children, the economist Daniel Rwamaniye, the
Samba, the wife of Sous-Préfet Faustin Sekagina and their children, the
agronomist Aloys Haljffhana, the lawyer Paul Bizimana, Dr. Charles Mujwangeyo, Jean Gahuty, a civil
servant, former justide minister, Théoneste Mujyanama, and numerous others, [ have a list of 121 persons
who were killed by RPF in Remera secteur between 7 and 9 April 1994,

7 Logbook of the 2™ commando battalion.
™ A highly classified [ “secret défense”] list of 178 prominent figures, who were evacuated by the French
embassy, appears in A. Guichaoua (Ed.), Les crises politigues ..., op. cit., pp. 697-701, The list does include

members of the President’s inner circie, who were evacuated separately on 9 April, first to Bangui and then
to Paris.
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A large majority of those who sought shelter there and who were evacuated on 12 April
were not in any immediate danger. On the other hand, those who were in danger of being
massacred received virtually no protection whatsoever. Already on 7 April, at 11.40 pm,,
it was reported at the headquarters of the Kigali sector that all Rwandan refugees were
supposed to have left the camps by the next morning. UNAMIR’s inadequacy was
highlighted on 11 April, when the 14" company of the Belgian battalion evacuated the
Ecole Technigue Officielle (ETO) at Kicukiro, leaving behind two to three thousand
Rwandan refugees, whereas the building was surrounded by soldiers and militiamen.
Most of those people were killed at Nyanza-Rebero as they tried ee to the Amahoro
Stadium.” It is true, however, that the sudden influx of refugeg§ a huge problem,
which became a logistical headache for UNAMIR consideri they already to attend
to other matters on the ground.””

While T will not go into details regarding the mag§ieles ¢ Apy operations, 1
would like to take some time to discuss the murdgfx ri inister Wghthe Belgian
peacekeepers who were guarding her, befor ‘
political figures. ¢

The Murder of Agathe Uwilin
the Ten Peacekeepers

refused to have any contact with Prime
tve in the presence of Booh Booh was
is attitude was, in fact, testimony to an
as part of the M.D.R. wing which was
and in open opposition to President Habyarimana and
. ifficult; for some months now, hostile exchanges had
..... i the president and the head of government. The

Pihe meeting of 4 April with the officers from the South

The reason |
) b

Agathe iyimana was therefore seen as an opponent, and as such she
therefore had to er the same fate as the others (cf. supra). But there is more to the
matter, In the cOurse of the evening of 6 April and throughout that night, she was
preparing a communiqué that she intended to read on the radio when the station opened at
530 am. With this in mind, she made several telephone calls, particularly to Faustin

™8 See African Rights, Rwanda..., op. cit., pp. 216-219; see also Goffin, Rwanda, 7 avril 1994..., op. cit.,
pp. 123-133,

7 Accordingly, the Belgian battalion was charged with protecting the airport, which meant that its units
were to leave their camp and take tactical positions at the airport.
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Twagiramungu, Roger Booh Booh, General Dallaire and the Belgian ambassador. When,
at around 1 a.m., Booh Booh informed her that the soldiers had categorically refused to
have any contact with her, Mrs. Uwilingiyimana was overwhelmed and asked the Special
Representative to do all he could to ensure that she made her way to the radio station in
order to address the Rwandan people. It was General Dallaire who contacted Radio
Rwanda and R.T.L.M. in order to arrange for the broadcast. Whilst R.T.L.M. flatly
refused, the very official Radio Rwanda looked for pretexts in order to aveid having to
broadcast the prime minister's speech. I have been unable to establish the exact content of
the message she intended to read, but for the radical elements of, egime, the danger
was obvious: the prime minister would have logically amnoupg#d thatthe institutional
void must be filled, and that, clearly, was in compliance } e Arusha Accords to
which the radicals were still vehemently opposed (wh

Moreover, it has been seen that, whatever sh
presidential entourage had the prevailing ¢

avoid such a possibility, it was imperativét
speaking on the radio.

Although the prime minister?
was, in fact alone throughout the nig
removed from other Rwandan and foregg
to join her because of the insecurity tha
contact members of her

‘ X myself advised several politicians and civil
friends that they should seek refuge. Most did not think
SnchPwith their lives. We shall see that when the prime

que Mas of R.F.I contacted her by telephone. She was very
(...) We are suffering the consequences of the death of the
the civilians, are not responsible for the death of our Head of

In anticipgfion of the radio broadcast, two teams from the mortar squad of the
Belgian battalion went to reinforce those guarding the prime minister (at the time there
were only five Ghanaian soldiers and a few Rwandan gendarmes) and were to escort her
to the radio station from her residence; two sections of the City group of the battalion
were to protect the external surroundings of the broadcasting house. The two teams from

% On the next day, 7% April at about midday, an officer on duty at the Kacyiru gendarmerie informed General
Ndindiliyimana that "Agathe was killed beceuse she was going to meke a speech.
8 A. GUICHAOQUA, (Bd.), Les erises politiques..., op. cit,, p. 694.
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the mortar squad, respectively under the command of Lieutenant Lotin and First Sergeant
Leroy, left for the prime minister's residence at around 2.30 am., the first from the airport,
the second on its way back from the force's Headquarters, where it had just driven Mr.
Booh Booh. The two teams were faced with considerable problems, since endless
roadblocks hindered their progress, especially in the Kiyovu neighbourhood in the city
centre. During the night, the entire "presidential” neighbourhood in the city centre which,
under normal circumstances, was protected by several F.AR. control posts was tightly
sealed by roadblocks reinforced by armoured cars. Gendarmes who were supposed to
clear the way were unable to do so®, For several hours, thegflams unsuccessfully
attempted to find alternative routes, to negotiate, or to have #§# F.AR. liaison officer
intervene. At about 5.30 a.m., the cause of all the distup ¢s became clear; First
Sergeant Leroy signalled that a team of soldiers with armpg :

Hotel des Mille Collines had told him that only the mipist
prime minister to speak on the radio, in the absen :
that it was Colonel Bagosora who was hinderi
organised nature of the campaign against th
more significant fact. When the section He ,
broadcasting house and explained to the very nervig
was to protect the location in anticipation of
Uwilingiyimana, the response he r&gived was that "the
office"...Clearly, the instructions we i

‘ to be made by Mrs.
me minister is no longer in

A little after 5,30, the two teams$
the City group, and that enabled them to
VI Avenue. They wg fire immed
were right away rgf
longer any qugs

Ived, and two of the four jeeps
around 5.45 and obviously, there was no
eaking on the radio. Moreover, in the

jer the command of Captain Marchal,

5, Captain Marchal reported to the battalion
mission, He then attempted to join the Lotin group but

, thefe was a total deadlock. The ten men from the mortar
ngs and within the residence of the prime minister. All around
Ftroop movements and intermittent gunfire. This long period of
es important questions. Who was in command of the Rwandan
soldiers belongi ¢ Presidential Guard and probably to the reconnaissance battalion
surrounding the pound too? Was the military high command aware of this situation
and if so (something that seemed likely), why did it do nothing? In fact, although the
agpressive attitude of the Rwandan soldiers may well have been because they were
subordinates, control could and should have been regained during those two and a half
hours, a time during which political assassinations had begun in the city. One wonders
where the high-ranking officers were. Let us recall the facts concerning the two high-

®2 This situation was to persist throughout the night. The Rwandan gendarmes were reluctant and uncooperative in all
the secteurs; they insisted that they had not received any instructions from their superiors,
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ranking officers who presided over a meeting at the Army headquarters. Colonel
Bagosora claimed he was at home unti} around 6.30 and that he was at the ministry of
Defence from 7; for him to go from his house to the office, he had to pass only a few
hundred metres from the scene of the tragedy. Let us also recall that it was the ministry of
Defence that prohibited the prime minister from going to the radio station. As for General
Ndindiliyimana, he was at home until a little before 9 o'clock; his house on Mount Juru
street was also just a few hundred metres from the prime minister's residence. Clearly, it
is highly unlikely that these two officers, the second of whom was, furthermore, a
personal friend of Mrs. Uwilingiyimana, would have been unawargigis incident of this
magnitude. In principle, military operations were directed by C el Felicien Muberuka,
Kanombe Camp Commander and commander of the operatig e city of Kigali. One
might suppose that he was in constant touch with the A
of Defence. Finally, it is to be noted that the commander

Protais Mpiranya, did not attend the meeting at the night of 6 to
7 April, nor the one which took place at the Ec M.) in the
morning of 7 April. His absence at the latter n that
all the commanders of the autonomous unifS wegainvited gt d that

Mpiranya was too busy with other "tasks".

At about 8.30%, Agathe Uwiig
escort. The Belgian soldiers could¥
communications equipment was in th
already used by the gendarmes guard
went to seek refuge with her neighbours.

against the advice of her
n  foot, because their
i opening in the fence
crossed the fence and

egalese nationality. His house was within
Srninister's residence. Aggressive and excited
he compound and began to search all the houses. When
Alingiyimana couple was, they shot down the door
coupiphad sought refuge, and they took away the prime
hey tere led back to their own house, and were immediately
e sources, their bodies were then allegedly taken away to the

...at the Kigali m . camp

In the meantime, things gathered pace around the prime minister's residence. At
around 8.45, the Rwandan soldiers became very menacing. They demanded that the
prime minister be handed over to them. Lieutenant Lotin responded that she had left and

B Regarding the last movements of the prime minister and the transfer of the Blue Helmets to Camp Kigali, there are
discrepancies in the timings in the various testimonies and sccounts. Here, 1 have opted for the most plansibie after
cross-checking with my sources.

* Their children, taken away a littie carlier by a gendarme, were taken in by another neighbour and managed to stay
alive. They now live as refupees in Switzerland.
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that he did not know where she was. The Rwandan soldiers demanded that the
peacekeepers surrender their weapons ("If you don't do as we say, it means you want fo
die"), and they immediately made their move. Two men were rapidly immobilised on the
ground and a third was disarmed. Dewez ordered Lotin not to surrender the weapons and
to "negotiate the African way". When Lotin informed Dewez that three of his men were
on the ground, disarmed by the Rwandan soldiers, Colonel Marchal intervened on the
battalion network, He says that since Lotin was right where things were happening, he
was better placed to assess the situation®. Dewez therefore allowed his men to do as the
Rwandan soldiers asked and to surrender their weapons, if Lgiily thought that was
necessary . That was the decision he was made t0 take. L option was no doubt
influenced by three factors. Firstly, the relationship betwe forces on the ground;
secondly, the confidence that Lotin had in the words of g
came into play a confusion which was widespread in tho
which strictly limited the use of force and the righ
latter were not prohibited by the Rules of Enga
principle of legitimate defence in the minds of

The following account is based on¥se
commando battalion, a document from the Belgi
were published in La Derniére Heure newspaper of
investigation carried out by a comnfiggion of the Rwand
Togolese Captain Apedo and by t
Report", and finally, testimonies I wa §
not always tally, when they are tied up 0 ear pigture of what happened.

eakened the

il 1995, information from an
my, statements made by the

a G4 Officer at Army Headquarters, to
nt to the Rwandan Army Commission

¥ requested to be dropped at the UNAMIR
were received “by a UNAMIR team under normal
- grs highly improbable for several reasons. Firstly,
at thelacekeepers were in fact “rounded up” at the Prime
t thefe who neutralized them at the same location prevented
into town; in any event, had their freedom of movement not

£ not) in any case give or had orders given which could be remotely or otherwise
e the men surrender their weapons. Giving an order of that nature is fundementally
against my principles agat commander. As far as J am concerned, only the officer dealing directly with a situation can
correctly assess it."

® In a message which he sent to all the stations on 8 April at 6.25, Lieutenant-Colonel Dewez was to say: "(...) in
future, you shall not allow yourselves to be disarmed under any circumstances”,

¥ Rwandan Armed Forces, Minutes dd. Intelligence 6 May 1994 (attached). The members of this
Commission were Colonel Murasampongo, Chairman, Major Mugaragy, member and Captain Mugarura,
Secretary. Although, I shall still refer to this document in conjunction with the minutes of the same
hearings, I am equally aware of the need to tread with caution. It is possible that these texts were drafted at
a later stage. The very fact that they were only made available to me by Colonel Bagosora’s lawyer in
August 1995 is reason for caution. However, regardless of doubts as to their authenticity, it will be shown
that they do contain very vseful information.
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been curtailed, they would have made use of the two vehicles that were in working
condition or at the very least, the communication equipment provided in the vehicles® .
Further, if the peacekecpers were taken to Kigali Camp at their request, how come
Lieutenant Lotin did not know — as we shall see later — where they were located? Lastly,
according to the Ghanaian soldiers they were made to board Ntuyahaga’s vehicle at the
Prime Minister’s residence. Ntuyahaga's account seems in fact designed to obscure the
tole he played in the unfolding drama. He does indeed appear to have played a major
role. According to the Ghanaian soliders, it is no accident that Ntuyahaga’s vehicle was
in the area, he was waiting for them (“waiting vehicle™®® . Vi the peacekeepers
arrived in the camp, they informed Captain Apedo that they hagust peen attacked (see
below) by Rwandan soldiers under the command of a Lastly, in the final
conversation between Lieutenant Lotin and Lieutenant on the battalion
epers back to a
UNAMIR post and the fact that he was flanked 0 thcing group of
soldiers. Obviously, the Major in question is N fenily come to

The headquarters Ntuyahaga was heading to was nsi igali Camp. The
peacekeepers” arrived around 9 am.. At 09.06 a.m., Lk otin had one last contact
with his battalion commander via ggdotorola radio be
Observer) who was present, Togolesé
of communication given that the equip! Bnec
in the Jeeps® . Lotin told Dewez, “We ha siken somewhere’, T have
men outside who are being beaten up. I d jow W '-

they will lynch us” !

of the situation, by “lynched” and added: “Aren’t you
¥ arks were self-explanatory and that soon
his turn would com
battalion.

e Motorola they had used. He thought his men were
€ going to have a nasty time of it”. He asked Colonel

s and communication apparatus intact.

ouse was situated at the corner of the avenue de 1a Jeunesse and rue Député
Kayuku. There was ngfcason for him to go past from the Prime Minister’s residence from his house to
Kigali Camp.
% The mystery surrounding the death toll of the Belgian peacekeepers raised earlier, which I shall revisit at
a later stage, is apparent here as Captain Apedo’s 7 April 1994 report mentions thirteen Belgian soldiers
being taken away by Major Ntuyahaga.

% Gince the radios had fallen into the hands of FAR the Belgian battalion switched to an alternative
frequency at 9 AM.

% 1t is surprising that Lieutenant Lotin did not know where he was, considering that he was using Captain
Apedo’s Motorola and the latter definitely knew that they were at Kigali Camp. However it is possible that
the communications officer on duty who kept the radio log book misinterpreted Lotin’s hastily dictated
message which was given under confusing and trying circumstances.
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Marchal to intervene with FAR. Colonel Marchal informed General Dallaire and passed
on the request to approach FAR. Meanwhile, he made efforts to locate the site of Lotin’s
transmission and to make direct contact with FAR. The Sector quickly identified the
camp in question because as early as 09.10 AM it reported that Lieutenant Lotin and his
men were allegedly taken to a barracks in the vicinity of the Ecole militaire”. But, there
was only one barracks in the ESM compound, Kigali Camp. The use of the conditional
tense in this message is significant and the fact that neither the Sector nor the Battalion
seemed positive about the location. Given that the Sector had lost radio contact with the
[military] observer, the only means of communicating with J@sdquarters was by
telephone. In fact, very conveniently, no one answered the telep)
- the time the duty officer finally picked up the ‘phone, it was (g

As Lieutenant Lotin, in a sequence corroborated by ated to Dewez
how, upon arrival at the camp, the peacekeepers vy : #mup of military
personnel including soldiers wounded in battleg ihenced by a

rumour’ that the captured Belgians had takg
airplane, they apparently instinctively pof
separating them from the Ghanaians.

The credibility ascribed to this rd ty of the assault are less
improbable than may appear at first
the Belgian soldiers, was at once deep

acknowledged that a large section o ' . ic Mad criticized Belgium’s
withdrawal of its para-commando troo ' re to deliver ammunition

47, the neutill stance adopted by Belgium
% favouring RPF, and even compared to
Res, animosity had come to the fore at the

throughout the
France’s “frieny

were alstkpiced — and rightly so — about misconduct on
ion when it engaged in sorties and the aggressive and
ring patrols and road checks. Several incidents
um’s political and military partiality®. On several
%1 was Compelled to issue warnings to the battalion commander
staff. The situation degenerated to the extent that at the

% According to one testifying before the Rwandan Army commission, “those Belgian soldiers
were brought in by a B%andan officer who claimed to have caught them at Masaka and suspected them of
having fired at the Pfsident’s airplane based on military intelligence provided by Bangladesh (sic)
soldiers” (transcript of hearing, of Chief Warrant Officer Léonard Scbutiyongera). If this is true, two
important deductions could follow; firstly, that Major Ntuyahaga levelled the initial accusation; secondly,
that the Bangladeshi soldiers, known to be unreliable in field operations, were the source of the fatal
rumour. In this regard, one recalls that the “Comité de crise de la Communauté rwandaise en Belgique”
[Crisis Committee of the Rwandan Community in Belgium] lashed out at the Belgians based on “non-
Belgian military sources in UNAMIR”.

* For instance, Belgian soldiers hurled a stone through a window of a house belonging to a semior CDR
cadre, Jean-Bosco Barayagwiza; punctured the tyres of Colonel Serubuga (rtd), tore off the medals from an
effigy of President Habyarimana as it was borne by his supporters etc.
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beginning of February 1994, General Dallaire expressed his intention to request for the
Belgian contingent to be relieved early, as he considered their presence to be detrimental
to UNAMIR’s operations. Even if it is patently clear that a number of incidents were
intended as provocation as part of a full-scale campaign to destabilize’® UNAMIR, that
they were deliberately blown out of proportion and exploited, especially by RTLM, there
is also no question that the conduct of the first Belgian contingent was not always highly
professional which brings one to ponder the possibility that perhaps they were partly
responsible for an atmosphere conducive to the loss of ten lives in the 2" commando
battalion®®, ;

e notion of a purely
who attacked the

Even so, there is clearly a need to apply some perspecti
spontaneous reaction by Rwandan soldiers. Even i
peacekeepers did so on their own initiative, they we
out the possibility of deliberate incitement. The
allegedly started the fatal rumour, which accordj
Warrant Officer Léonard Sebutiyongera’ .

murder of the Belgian command Sy
withdrawal and paralyze UNAMIR.
allowing a genocide and political mass4

When the peacekeepers arrived at the ca
building of the UNA il ;
o make one last contact with Lieutenant
he witnessed his men being attacked by
"bars, even stones. A few Rwandan

PBelgian soldiers had already been killed or
s managed to join Lotin in Apedo’s office. Apedo and
sved from the office and escorted to ESM, where
ire. Three or four other Belgians were then gunned
attémpted counter attack, the last Belgian to resist, probably
managed to disarm a Rwandan soldier and take him hostage.
death, at the hands of his own compatriots, that the fate of the

% Thus, for example, §fe of Lieutenant Nees® reports (c.f. above) narrates a meeting held on 26 January
1994 by the MRND feadership and Interahamwes to devise ways of inciting the militias and population
against the Belgian soldiers and strategise on sabotaging their activities. The telegram that General Dallaire
dispatched to New York on 11 January (c.f. above) indicates that during a demonstration staged on 8
January “Belgian troops were to be provoked and if the Belgian soldiers used force, some of them were to
be killed, Teading to Belgian withdrawal from Rwanda™.

% In this regard I can only confirm Colonel Marchal’s remarks as reported in the Belgian media on 14-15
October 1995. Even if these statements caused a defensive reaction from the Syndicat libre de la fonction
publigue [Public Service Union], other privileged witnesses in substance provided me with the same
information.

7 A. GOFFIN, Rwanda, 7 April 1994..., op.cit, p.73
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Belgian soldier was sealed, Pelted by grenades and gunshots, he finally died at
approximately 12.30 PM®. This incident was therefore drawn out over several hours.
Similarly to the events leading to the death of the Prime Minister, this raises questions as
10 how both the top command of the Rwandan Army and UNAMIR could have failed to
take the necessary steps to regain control of the situation. On the other hand, the report
that the last Belgian peacekeeper died around 1230 PM reinforces suspicions that
military authorities in UNAMIR and FAR could be held responsible for failure to assist
persons in danger.

The attitude of UNAMIR and the Belgian battalion calls fg
examination of the general context that sheds light on th
assessment of the situation. Firstly it is to be observed t
Prime Minister’s residence and later at Kigali Camp, !

by, It is only an
ons that shaped their
ama unfolded at the
igali Sector was

isolated personnel and the scattering of the B
a telling effect. Political killings had just fla
distress calls from all corners, both from Rwandan

rules, Hence, the incident
involving the Prime Minister and th¥ one of many. The situation
was further complicated by the fact t :

professional nor reliable”. Convers

remained unchanged even though they Bl in@bpropriate to tackle the
changing situation'®. Lastly, as noted ab®} : PEagbmmand was still operating
under the assumptio Crisis Com was an ajteptable Rwandan interlocutor,
convinced that the€X itt d implementgd adequate measures; whereas, unbeknown

out on the morning of 7 April. It must
ad been willing to adapt to the new
of weapons and ammunition. General

s, in pafifcular, were loath to cross the “Mogadishu line” again
aggefl into yet another internal conflict. Meanwhile, Colonel
Marchals ibre ammunition from the Belgian Army Operations Centre
(C-Ops). : 5

iled account of the killing of the ten commandos, see A. GOFFIN, Rwanda, 7 April
1994, ., op.cit, p.73-77.

% An incident that took place on 7 April is a good illustration. That afternoon, Rutbat {Bangladeshi
battalion) troops, intimidated by Rwandan soldiers and a civilian mob, refused a Belgian battalion convoy
access to the Amahoro stadium, The Belgians manoeuvred their way by retreating and firing, eventually
scaling the railings to safety within the stadium. In regard to this incident see A, GOFFIN, Rwanda, 7
April 1994.. ., op.cit, p.91-104,

198 A vound 09.30 AM, General Dallaire told Colonel Marchal that the ROE were still effective. However,
the ROE did not prohibit the use of force as a Jegitimate defence.
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A little after © a.m., after learning of a problem at Kigali Camp, Marchal asked Dallaire
to approach FAR command. As a matter of fact, Dallaire has just learnt that a “few [UN]
observers” had been killed at the camp. On his way to a meeting at the Ecole supérieure
militaire (ESM), which shall be discussed below, General Dallaire, accompanied by
Belgian Major Peter Maggen, senior duty officer at staff headquarters, was passing by
Kigali Camp between 10.45 and 11 am. He noticed bodies of peacekeepers in the inner
yard. When he insisted on seeing them, his escort, Gendarme Major Nteraraho, stron%iiy
advised against such a course of action, arguing that the Generalgiignid not be saf o
Thus Dallaire proceeded to ESM, reaching the meeting betwe an¥ 11.15 am. and
finding that it had started at 10 a.m. Surprisingly, he made ng@ntion of the incident nor
did he express his concern. It was onl?l at the close of#fie nigline that he spoke to
General Ndindiliyimana about the issue 92 only to be rea R

things out”. Indeed, after the meeting ended, around ;
camp. '

According to their testimony before the Rwandar y Commission of Inquiry,
Lieutenant Colonels Jean-Marie Emmanuel Kanyendekwe
witnessed the events between 9 an
the same time Major Nubaha went toY
Ndindiliyimana of the incident. When kg ]
same time in order to alert the same offit spfione operator told him that
: fe situatiop . Yet the top ammy and
ing to remedy a situation that clearly fell
aid that he replaced the Kigali Camp
fonel Ndahimana, “because he felt that

rto one simple conclusion: the highest-ranking
the UNAMIR Commander knew - by no later than
_ of an incident that would ultimately result in the

191 a ccording to the “Donkov report” Dallaire actually attempted to go to the camp three times, but the
military command refused him access (*...he was refused access even by the leadership of the “comité de
crise™) [sic]

192 [, fact, like all the other officers who attended the meeting, this officer was already aware of the
problem. In addition, Gendarme Major Nteraraho confirmed that “things were not right” at the camp and
anmounced that the Prime Minister had been killed.

1% Hearing transcript, 26 April 1995.
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Colonel Bagosora went to the camp a little after midday. In a statement fo the press'®, he
declared that “Belgian UNAMIR soldier{s] attacked Kigali Camp with automatic
firearms and soldiers in the camp returned fire thereby impeding access to the camp”.
However, Bagosora altered this account, in a letter he wrote me, to the effect that he did
not see Belgian soldiers attack the camp, that it was therefore “by deduction” that he held
them responsible for the friction'®. In fact, he probably heard the exchange of fire
between the Rwandan soldiers and the last Belgian soldier to resist inside the camp
premises, which would confirm that the latter was only killed argfil 12.30 p.m. at the
earliest. In any event, shortly after 12 p.m. Major Beardslggs

Genera} Dallaire, made radio contact to relay the Kigali Ca
that two or three peacekeepers had definitely been kilk
likelihood been dealt the same fate.

incidents, both minor and major, which plactd i strai R troop
mobility and clouded the commanders’ overall ass I
be noted that C. Braeckman’s account of this episode
lion “monitored

s major flaws. Hence there is
hole affair’'®; in fact the
regorded at 09.06 a.m.

opposite is true, as the last contact of
The author then points to the proxi
comrades had they stormed the premiS

k]

kilometre away

ucted by several road blocks. The other
members of th :

S, byt kilometres away and very restricted

& hgttalion had no information on their exact position. Even

¥ Year, could the 16™ Company personnel available,

> succeded in clearing the road blocks and prevailing in Kigali
ult to’answer this question. On the other hand, it is clear that
did not have the necessary elements to take a decision. He
flade aware of his personnel’s position in the camp, the camp’s
nditions prevailing along the route between the 16™ Company
Given the circumstances, Dewez instructed platoon B to remain

in its quarters.

94 1 a Derniére Heure, 6 April 1995,

195 Colonel Bagosora’s letter, Goma 5 June 1995,

16 « BRAECKMAN, Rwanda...op. cit.,p. 184,

7 Idem, ibid.

"% Idem, ibid.

199 14 is technically impossible for “[the] platoon so close to the scene of the ordeal to have monitored by
radio, powerless, every stage of the murder of their comrades”™ (Jdem, p.185).
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Even so, unanswered questions persist. By 9.06 a.m., Licutenant Colonel Dewez received
a Motorola transmission alleging that his men feared they would “get lynched”; a few
minutes later, the Kigali Sector HQ tentatively indicated they might be in Kigali Camp;
shortly after General Dallaire passed by the camp and saw some of his men on the
ground. Once he arrived at ESM, he waited for the meeting to end before raising the
issue. Similarly Major Maggen did nothing, although he was in a position to make direct
radio contact with Colonel Marchal. On the Rwandan side, Nubaha fled the camp and
briefed the ESM officers. Other soldiers either hid or simply headed to the meeting.
When Bagosora went to the camp, he dared not enter, clai at he had heard
exchanges of fire. In short, apparently all shirked their duties s

wandan inquiry is
agport”, barely two

In the end, was there any attempt to find out what happ
very cursory and — as noted above - suspect. The UNA,
pages long, is based on the testimonies of Captain
contains & short narration of the events, steering§
report of the inquiry by the “Uytterhoeven Cq
up by Belgium as the principal concerned” pz
distributed by Lieutenant General Berhin during fonference on 304November
1994 was inadequate and very superficial. One is pariglarly surprised by the fact that
Sers, nor the Togo

Daliaire, nor any other factual witnes
have covered the Bangladesh contingy
Belgians had shot down the President’

peacekeepers.
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Towards the “Interim Government”
The Crisis Commitiee at work

On the morning of 7 April, Colonel Bagosora turned up at the Ministry of Defence where
he had made an appointment with the MRND steering committee. Tt will be recalled that
Mr. Booh Booh had suggested the previous night that MRND be asked to nominate a
candidate for the succession of the President. But the steering coiy ittee was reluctant,
unwilling to nominate a candidate in such confused circumstang
obviously impossible to convene the national congress, the

organ under the law
, shorten the meeting
without arriving at a solution. He had to proceed to t
residence for the meeting scheduled for 9 a.m.; it was

Bagosora met in Ambassador Rawson’s resi
Lieutenant Colonel Rwabalinda. No other Jieg
ambassadors could not move around because of itk
the Belgian Ambassador was holed up in his reside
April, until the arrival of the Belgjan para-command®
evacuate foreign nationals. It was that Rwandan
presidential camp were able to move
and other foreigners were seriously hirk
observed the previous night, that th
Ambassador’s residen: g senior offic

il the morning of Monday 11
ho had been dispatched to
rs and politicians in the
soldiers, diplomats
P11 was also strange, as
fd to the United States
attempt was made to co-opt
, into the management of the

governme

night at the Staff Headquarters started

Sfilitaire (ESM). In attendance, apart from
olonel Bagosora, were departmental heads from the
d Gendarmerie Staff Headquarters, operational sector
& and Liaison Officers with UNAMIR.  The
CommgHiee” was formally adopted but choosing a chairman for
rding to Bagosora, it was General Ndindiliyimana who should
ing, most senior officer. But in General Ndindiliyimana’s
should occupy that position in replacement of the Minister of
was observed that Colonel Bagosora no longer played any role
it was actually led by General Ndindiliyimana.

Participants agreed on a number of principles: firstly that politics should be left to the
civilians while soldiers should only be concerned with security and defence; secondly,
the meeting urged the crisis committee to call upon the “politicians™ to fili the
institutional vacuum. Very few participants knew at that time that the prime minister and
several ministers had just been assassinated. Furthermore, unit commanders were asked
to control their troops and avoid excesses. And lastly, the crisis committee was asked to
draft 2 communiqué; we shall come back to that later. It was actually broadcast in the
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afternoon. It is recalled that General Dallaire arrived in the middle of the meeting; he had
passed in front of Kigali Camp. He hardly took part in the discussions, only listening as
an observer. '

Bagosora turned up at the Ministry of Defence around 2 p.m., after passing briefly
through Kigali camp at the end of the meeting, General Dallaire was waiting for him
there. In the midst of telephone calls, Colonel Bagosora drafted the aforementioned
communiqué. The crisis committee did not seem to have been co-opted in drafting the
communiqué even though it had been assigned the task. The ¢ niqué, signed by
Colonel Bagosora and broadcast on the radio as from 5.20 p.m., astonishing.

It “urged political leaders to discharge their duties more aly, particularly at this
motmnent of crisis. The Government in place is also urg Ngiharge its own duties;
political authorities are equally urged to sPee(i up the ex@ the transitional
organs provided for in the Arusha Accord.” 4

That advice was given to the “government in ; ‘
knew that the Prime Minister and several ifi i, lers, in
other words, when there was no government in pla i ved that the

“crisis committee” did not make any effort to in touch with the civilian
authorities.’* The reference to the arly cynical as the army’s
action has rendered the application of¥ i i as jndeed observed that
the murders were carried out withina © i ilted in a deadlock.

Shortly before 3 p.m,, indiliys fora and Dallaire. Dallaire
called Tito Ruterame
te of killing&by the Presidential guard was not stopped.
be able or willing to do anything. When
e said he would do all he could and
: Biigosora maintained that he was only a
uld no ol the Presidential guard. He referred
Ndengeyinka; one wonders what he, a technical advisor
# have been able to do. Both Bagosora and
that Yy did not control all the units, “maddened by the
er, affer that conversation, Bagosora asked Major Mpiranya,
mander, to “assemble his guys and bring them to the camp”,
oldiers who were sowing terror. On the whole, everyone was
Wt assuming the least responsibility, General Dallaire was,
“ynusual calm” he observed at the Ministry of Defence: while the
eriously addressed, nothing was actually done.

passing the b
moreover, awed
situation needed

That afternoon, Dallaire repeatedly requested to go to Kigali camp to check the status of
the Belgian peace keepers. Bagosora and Ndindiliyimana prevented him from doing so,
arguing that there was a unit rioting there and that security was not guaranteed, Dallaire
also offered his good offices to organize a meeting between RAF and RPF in a bid to put

WS The full text of the communiqué may be found in annex.
146 pry cept with MRND leaders, who, however, had no constitutional role.
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an end to the acts of violence, but RPF showed no interest in the proposal. Its battalion
actually came out of its camp at 4.11 p.m, and started fighting the Presidential guard
soldiers whose camp was near the parliament. That was the begimming of the fighting that
enabled RPF increasingly gain grounds in Kigali. Its main target when it initially set out
was Remera neighbourhood, where the Gendarmerie camp was practically located. It
was observed that it was in that area that RPF caused numerous civilian casualties right
from the beginning of the hostilities.

Colonel Gatsinzi did not arrive in Kigali until around 4.15 p.m.
Colonel Bagosora had summoned him the previous night and
by 6 a.m, in order to take the office of acting Chief of Staff4
suspicious reaction. He knew very well that he was in th )
officers and civilians but he sensed a trap. And since Colo
him make the journey by helicopter, he had to travg
assessment of the situation in Kigali, and prefers}
leave Butare until around 2 p.m. He traveled
the Speaker of the Parliament who becamefthe
below), Dr. Séraphim Bararengana, President
Higaniro, son-in-law to the Head of State’s persona
Kigali, it came under the fire of unifeatified soldiers ne:
was hurt. Colonel Gatsinzi immed .
operational situation as fighting had ju

ld be recalled that
hith to be in Kigali
inzi had an instinctive
ks of the Northern
ahad refused to let
RO have a better
1 in the day, Gglsinzi did not
ith Théodore StRg

Colonel Bagosorggws W Tyallaireuas asked to establish contacts with RPF in

aire insisted again on seeing the bodies of the ten
gampongo said they were in the mortuary, opposite
; ding Ndindiliyimana and Dallaire went there and found

ourtyéird. Even though it was difficult to count them (it was
piled up), according to eye witnesses, there were certainly

Ls thirteen bodies.!*® It was not until 9.30 p.m. that Dallaire
confirmed to ‘

147 He maintained thif when he learnt that RPF had gone out, he went to Kimihurura to evacuate his family
to Kanombe camp and stayed there until the moming of Friday 8 April, In the evening of 7 April, he had
gone to present his condolences to the Habyatimana family and to pay homage to the remains of the
victims of the plane crash, As a matter of fact, apart from his personal statement, Colonel Bagosora’s time
table between 5 p.m. on 7 April and 8 a.m. on 8 April is unknown.

196 R eference was made eatlier to this enigma, which was not resolved. It was seen that the military
observer in Kigali camp also referred to eleven victims before Major Beardsley. We should recall that
Captain Apedo reported that Major Ntuyahaga took away five Ghanaian and thirteen Belgian soldiers.
Furthermore, the 2™ commando battalion’s logbook stated that General Dallaire saw twelve bodies at the
mortaary, He himself said he counted eleven.
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then faced with a reality it had denied. Faced with the uncertainty in the actual number of
deaths, Lieutenant-Colonel Dewez had a roll call of the battalion in the evening: only ten
men were missing,

Chocked by the condition in which he found the casualties, General Ndindiliyimana went
to the camp to ask someone to take charge. As the soldiers dragged their feet, Colonel
Murasampongo had to take 10,000 RWF from the cash box of the camp bar in order to
pay someone to wash the bodies and wrap them in blankets. It was in that state that a
patrol sent to fetch them found them around 3.30 p.m. on 8 April.' should point out
that though the bodies of the Belgian soldiers bore several woafiids from bayonets, gun
butts, machetes, bullets or grenades, there were no signs of stion like eyes removed,
noses or other organs cut, as it was reported in some new. ' ;

After visiting the mortuary, Dallaire, who went 4
Ndindiliyimana’s men to escort him back to his g ce. As
that assignment, Ndindiliyimana dared not retyifs 1
night at the Hotel des Diplomates, a few
camp. In the evening, he had a long phone convers
whose assistance he sought for the constitution of a g
peace process a chance. X

tgapology to Belgium, the
to carry out an inquiry into

?
politicians. shich were not involved in combat would
work with the g iti Red Cross in order to identify and bury
the bodies. ¢

the cris Tmittee was raised, an open conflict emerged
serving senior officers, in particular Ndindiliyimana,
id#laim to the committee’s chairmanship, which was
hey bel#ved that since the commitiee was military, it required
moreBver, as a directeur de cabinet, Bagosora was considered
Bagosora said: “I created an organization and you want to
¥ left the meeting and subsequently showed no interest in the
¢ Ministry of Defence where a meeting was to be held with the
t were party to the government. Even though Bagosora addressed

oo of the situation as instructed by the crisis committee, other officers
were of the opinion that the solution should be found in the advice given the previous
night by Mr. Booh Booh.

9 The 27 commando battalion's logbook referred to ten bodies only.

10 And also in C. BRARCKMAN, Rwanda.. ., op. cit., p. 185,

15! 1t was in response to this decision that Colonel Gatsinzi instituted the inquiry commaission referred to
earlier.
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But things did not proceed in this manner as one could see a gulf emerging between army
top officers and the budding government. It was indeed observed that Colonel Bagosora
was making some political moves without involving the crisis committee. Officers, at
least the two Chiefs of Staff and Colonel Rusatira, observed that the government that
swore the oath of office on 9 April was not capable of resolving the problems and so they
kept their distance. This was clearly demonstrated on 12 April, when the “interim
government” left Kigali for Gitarama, fen senior officers issued a communiqué in which
they tried to sidetrack the government by proposing a direct meeting with RPF command
“in order to consider how to pacify the country without further d nd to help put the
broad-based transitional institutions in place.”’”> The commygitué, Broadcast without
prior consultation with or advice of the government, wanted the government before
the fait accompli. :

staff, relations between the army high comman - interi Alidnt remained

to broker a ceasefire took place without the approv
its will. Those negotiations did not succeed.

The army was thus not involved as sif gernment. When Colonel
Bagosora stormed out of the crisis co i A  went to the Ministry of
Defence to start theg bhat were goingfto lead to formation of the “interim
government”. : niqué from Bagosora broadcast the previous day referred
to the Arusha 4% on the gr yas completely different. In fact, the
negotialors were rep
attendance at the mee
and

or MRND.,, Froduald Karamira and Donat
fiki Nsengiyumva and Frangois Ndungutse for PSD.,
giro for PL., and Jean-Marie-Vianney Sibomana,

& dead’or in hiding. In the same vein, no Tutsi was co-opted in
certainly not involved. One was obviously very far from

On the morning April, some escorts sent by the Ministry of Defence went in search
of the steering cogimittees (or what was left of them) of the political formations that were
party to the government. Apart from the vice-chairman, Ferdinand Kabagema, who was
ill, the MRND committes was complete. Those of other parties had been affected in

152 Communiqué by the Rwandan Armed Forces Command, Kigali, 12 April 1994. The signatories were
Colonel Rusatira, Gatsinzi, Muberuka, Ntiwiragabo, Kanyamanza, Murasampongo, Hakizimana,
Lieutenant-Colonels Rwabalinda, Rwamanywa and Kanyendekwe. General Ndindiliyimana was in
Gitarama when the communiqué was drafted, but he gave his approval by telephone. The communiqué
may be found in annex.

53



K0332652

varying degrees by the events,. MDR Chairman, Faustin Twagiramungu took refuge in
UNAMIR while the first vice-chairman Dismas Nsengiyaremye was in Gitarama,
inaccessible. As regards PL, its first Vice-Chairman Landold Ndasingwa was killed on 7
April.  PDC Chairman Jean Népomuscéne Nayinzira went into hiding and the only
steering committee member available was Jean-Marie-Vianney Sibomana. But the
biggest problem was encountered in PSD where no steering committee member survived
the massacres.'>>

That was why the first working session that started around 1 p.
PSD. Participants first addressed the general problems
constitutional and political considerations in the success] the President of the
Republic and the formation of a new government. Congig the Arusha Accord
could only come into effect after the swearing-i nased transitional
government, they decided to apply the 1991 cog Y. pretation was
obviously faulty since Article 11 of the Accord gHp X

into effect on the day it was signed, i.e. 4 Au % ;
42 of the 1991 constitution, participants d ament
(CND), Dr. Théodore Sindikubwabo should beco: ‘ '
even if one had wanted to do so, it was not possible t
Arusha Accord, Article 48 of the pR
resignation, death, incapacity or inal
Supreme Court shall be notified o
government; (2) the Speaker of the Natj iy as the President of the
Republic.” But non ir
impediments in preyi

@8y, was held without
y were facing: the

2
the relevant provision of the
tates that: [“In the event of

stable legal vacuum, they have filled it
ind letter of the Arusha Accord. Then,

Bould inclt e same parties as in the previous regime,
iih the problem of PSD representation. They then decided

; sbureau, Frangois Ndungutse and Hyacinthe Rafiki
éscort around 3 pm. Forming the government was
reduce the number of changes to the minimum. For

MRND PDC, it m
minister, ald Ndagigwa, was replaced by Jean de Dieu Habineza. The problem
was more di :4#PSD and MDR. All the PSD ministers have been murdered or
have fled: fort of continuity, the Finance and Works minisiries were assigned to
their respective djfecteurs de cabinet, while the Ministry of Agriculture was entrusted to

13 The Executive Secretary Félicien Gatabazi, murdered on 21 February, has not yet been replaced, the
Chairman, Frédéric Nzamurambo, and the two Vice-Chairmen Ngango and Gafaranga, were killed on 7
Aprtl.

15% A ctually, several politicians in the presidential camp already met with Bagosora as from about 9 a.m.
Around 9,30 2.m., when General Dallaire arrived at the Ministry looking for information, he saw Bagosora
there chairing a meeting of politicians. Bagosora felt uncomfortable for being caught and asked Dallaire
not to stay there. The other politicians arrived later in the morning; the MDR representatives arrived at the
Ministry around 11 a.m..
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Dr. Straton Nsabumukunzi. MDR had lost four ministers including the prime minister,'*
all members of the Twagiramungu wing. Karamira and Murego seized the opportunity to
revive the line the party had adopted at its congress in Kabusunzu in July 1993, MDR
had then nominated Jean Kambanda as the prime minister in keeping with the Arusha
Accord. Jean Kambanda had been found “too radical” and it was finally Faustin
Twagiramungu who succeeded in approving his own candidacy.

In a complete departure from its long-standing policy, the government, it was observed,
did not have any Tutsi ministers within it. That was not surprisi r it was under the
Kambanda government that the genocide of the Tutsis was cargigt out. he government,
presented as a coalition government, was in fact only so i arance, considering the
political landscape that had reemerged for several months b the team comprised
the same parties as in the previous government, in reglity® :

“presidential camp™: ministers from “opposition p
their respective parties affiliated to MRND in
denominator was the increasingly adama
increasingly deep distrust of RPF and those
The meeting at the Ministry of Defence ended aro

the Arush

inistry of Defence;

lonel Bagosora was the first Rwandan
Such a close relationship was further

abr the afternoon, Marlaud called his Belgian
read a list of appointed ministers to him. Swinnen
#ving was too “Power”. He pointed out that such a
to refldet political reality. But Marlaud said he was quite
lievefl that forming a government would help prevent a coup
Of course, he did not think it was an ideal government (he
Twagiramungu installed as prime minister but his suggestion
Rut he approved of the choice of the Speaker of the Parliament as
ififice the government was only provisional (“interim”), he hoped that
negotiations woulff be resumed after the massacres must have been stopped. If that was
his real conviction, then Marlaud was a victim of the serious misunderstanding referred to
eatrlier. Under that hypothesis, indeed, he did not understand that the operational logic

155 The Prime Minister and the Minister of Information Faustin Rucogoza were killed while the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, Anastase Gasana, and the Minister of Primary and Secondary Education, Jean-Marie-
Vianney Mbonimpa, were on the nm.

156 Gee F. REYNJENS, L 'Afrique des grands lacs en crise [Great Lakes Africa in Crisis] ... op. cit,, pp.
122-124,
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was confrontation. But was it really a misunderstanding? When the scope of the
massacres and the new government’s refusal to end them became obvious, France
remained the only country to recognize the “interim government”: whereas he has been
denied access to Belgium and the United States, the Minister of Foreign Affairs Jérome
Bicamumpaka, accompanied by the CDR ideologue Jean-Bosco Barayagwiza, was
received in Paris, where he met with Bruno Delaye, Head of the African Department at
the Elysée.

overnment was a

The protocol signed b;/ the five parties with a view to formin
it death” of the prime

surprising document.””’ The preamble referred to the “sudg
minister and certain members of government, even though cople had been killed
in cold blood by the Presidential Guard. The proto ; rred to a “a wish
expressed by PSD party representatives with regard ¢ e Signation prevailing
within the party leadership”; this opaque expression why PSD was
represented by only two members of its politigg erstandable,
considering that its Chairman and two vice-chd { g
was also surprising in the manner it porffa ' i iya mere
extension and amendment of the protocol of under ned on 7 April 1992 for the
formation of the Nsengiyaremye government, which p
twice in 1993. Article 4 of the ad pal protocol of 8
to those already laid down in the 199
“. To ensure an effective management
restoration of law and order, and securit}

- To continue discussions with R

1994 assigned, in addition
ks tg the government:
Femphasis on the rapid

shortage, and seeking ways and means of
ertain préfectures and the war-displaced

”. hat seems quite surreal, considering that at

alized, genocide and massacres were being perpetrated

om Kigali had been in action for 24 hours and the
shsive in the North.'*®

t the Ministry of Defence, it was agreed that a joint official
mittee would formalize the decisions taken. Throughout the

7 This protocol maj be found in annex.

5% “This air of normality in spite of the on-going events was chocking in many respects. A few examples: in
the evening of 7 April, after visiting the Kigali hospital mortuary, General Ndindiliyimana, not seeing his
escort return, decided to go and have a drink at Impala bar before going to the Hotel des Diplomates (1o his
great surprise, Impala was not open!); the Army were writing memos and records of interviews and
hearings; government and administration continued to issue mission, appointment and dismissal orders in
due form; the préfectures and commumes issued order forms, especially for petrol, which in some cases was
used to burn the Tutsis; as late as 24 May, the Office of the President sent its report on the President’s plane
crash to SONARWA [Insurance}] Company. In the good old Rwandan tradition, the administration
continued to function on automatic piloting.
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Staff headquarters from time to time to check the status of military operations on the
ground. Contacts with the Ministry of Defence were increasingly restrictive, reduced to
occasional phone calls to check the status of the political talks. The crisis committee had
not been co-opted; it would be put before the fait accompli. In view of the session at
ESM, the nes%otiators took it upon themselves, each for his party, to contact the “lucky
appointees”l and invite them to the meeting, It was around 5.30 p.m. that the new
government was presented to the crisis committee, which took formal note of their
appointment. Participants finalized and signed the additional protocol; thereafter, the
Acting President signed Jean Kambanda’s appointment letter; K Banda introduced his
team, whose appointment letters were also :~3ig:cu=,d.160 That ses ende¥ around 10 p.m.
and it was agreed that swearing-in would take place the fol] Wiko day at 10 a.m. at the
Hotel des Diplomates. ;

foreigners. That was when the political role played b nel Bagosora ended, at least
: n. It was observed that its

events even though it certainly could
breaking the deadlock. Several of its
they kept their distance

: a.m.), the first French soldiers landed in
foreign d a few Rwandans, That operation and
outside world abandoned the Rwandan people may not

59 Cortgin ministers were not expecting this honour while some were compelled fo accept it. Two of the
appointed ministers were abroad. The Minister of Defence, Augustin Bizimana actually returned to take
his post while the Mimister of Interior, Faustin Munyaseza, expressed his gratitude for the honour and
stayed back in Dar-Es-Salaam, where he had accompanied President Habyarimana, Similarly, Enoch
Ruhigira, confirmed as directeur de cabinet for Office of the President, Teft the country a few days after his
aypeintment.

0 Both letters may be found in annex.

6! One of the first French planes brought a full load of ammunition for FAR (UNAMIR source).
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In Bujumbura, a rumour-mongering city, the grapevine bas been announcing for a long
time that a coup d’Etat was imminent. It is true that there have been some warning signs
since 1 June 1993, when contender Melchior Ndadaye was elected President of the
Republic over Pierre Buyoya, Immediately after the election, some Tutsi students and
civil servants vented their discontent and anxiety on the streets of the capital city; a coup
attempt on the night of 16 to 17 June did not last long. Another one took place on the
night of 2 to 3 July; it was more consistent, for several senior officers, including
Lieutenant-Colonel Sylvestre Ningaba, President Buyoya’s directeur de cabinet, were
involved. But people felt reassured as they observed that the cou aborted and that,
on the whole, the army had reacted loyally. '
People were used to persistent rumours of coups, but the th
That was the prevailing atmosphere on Monday 18 Ocjg

¢ not taken seriously.
President Ndadaye

Headquarters were held over the issue. By Wg

specific news. Around 4 p.m., while the Couse
the directeur de cabinet at the Office of the
phone call from Isaie Nibizi, commander of the
charge of the Presidential guard. He announced th
some soldiers from the I para Bigtalion were planni stage a coup that night.
Ndayegamiye took the news very s 2-3 July attempt, Major
Nibizi had proven loyal and well info

how the war between the Rwandan army and the RPF
ip Rwanda; the background to this war s till to be

# the beginning to the end of April 1994: genocide,
es against humanity, war crimes. While crimes committed
& fairly well known, even though not well documented, those
under-estimated or denied. When they will be revealed, the

by their scale'’. Blindness to this consideration by world opinion
ains of a “well-thought-out” political conformism. The reality of

genocide does not allow the RPF to exploit it to the full and make political gain out of it.

Here, 1 have equally not considered in detail the role played by the international
community. Yet, that role was disastrous and has discredited the UN for a long time in
the Great Lakes region in Central Africa. The ill-adapted character of the UNAMIR

% On this subject, see S. Desouter and F. Reyntjens, Rwanda, les violations des droits de l'homme par le
FPR/APR. Plaidoyer pour une enguéte approfondie, Antwerp, University of Antwerp, June 1995.
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mandate, inability to adjust it when it became necessary and intervene when it was not
too late (both before and after 6 April), are just a reflection of the impotence of the
international community even when it is derided by insignificant forces. It is true that the
“policing” role of the UN began only at the end of the cold war, that is, hardly five years
ago. It can therefore be said that we are undergoing a period of apprenticeship, but then
such apprenticeship is done at the expense of Rwandans, Bosnians and Sudanese. What
can be said about two members of this ghostly international community, France and
Belgium? Though, besides the UNAMIR Belgian battalion, France had elite troops on
the ground as from 9 April and Belgium as from10 April, these yuntries, with their
1,500 men, would have stopped an escalation of violengd which culminated in
genocide''!., Instead of intervening in a country wheg both had historical
and a handful of

Rwandans, withdrew their troops and closed the door b people dragged

combined action by the French and Belgian ould have
restored peace and curbed the bloody fury beft et )

Whoever may be responsible for the spark Wgighd ' € attack on
the Presidential plane, the ensuing events, both the migga:
are very clearly part of an act plann&gyell before 6-7 Ap
the former and new regimes of Rwargiigiae been using vitighee sipce 1990: the one to
maintain power and the other to conqu 4 '
followed here, that is, the radicals of th

democratization and the
Their resistance strategy
which began early on the
expression of that policy. If it turns out

morning of 7 Ap
i jat yould be a particularly cynical act:

that the RPF g8
ig heeded to power politics.

at others and I, myself, have said and reiterated to
nce®in Rwanda (and in Burundi) have been essentially
his does not mean that I deny the fact that ethnicity is of

/5€ two countries, where the stakes are often viewed through an
ly in a crisis situation. Even if the ethnic bipolarity which

"' An Ralian compafly was also on the spot and one battalion of American marines was on stand-by in
Bujumbura. [add that my assessment was not easily made afterwards. In an interview granted on 9 April
and published in Le Soir of 11 April 1994, I stated: “If they (French, Belgians, Americans) are just
evacuating their nationals, then we are heading straight for a disaster. (...) It would be necessary (...} o
think of neutralizing the Rwandan army in Kigali”. On the moming the interview was published, 2 member
of the Belgian Government called me to request that I make no more statements which “put our fellow
countrymen, civilians and soldiers in danger”

112 1y should be added that the RPF has contributed to reducing the chances of this option when it
announced that if foreign troops did not leave Rwanda within 48 hours, “they would be considered as
eneray forces”.
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characterizes them and makes them so different from the other African countries lends
itself, easily than elsewhere, to ethnic manipulation, this does not in any way change the
established fact. Contrary to the way things have often been portrayed by the media,
which immediately go for the easy stereotype of “inter-ethnic struggles”, the political
character of violence is clear. These are Hutu and Tutsi “opponents” who were
climinated in 2 selective but yet massive manner: politicians opposed to the former
regime and/or supporting the Arusha Peace Accords, people active in human rights
associations, executives in the civil society, journalists and, more generally, the Tutsi
who were all suspected to be RPF supporters. In this regard, even & @i utsi who have not
been victims of ethnic violence have had to pay the price fdy theirvalleged political
sympathies'”®. The media have been so blinded by theirgiiglie interpretation of the
situation that the news agency, Reuters, for instance, pe Minister Agathe
Uwilingiyimana Tutsi whereas she was Hutu. ‘

Those who cling to power are making things wor, order to further the
proceeding as they are doing, they make | i ny negotiated

solution to the issue of power-sharing with tife glusal to
associate the civilian government with the crisis gént; ssassination €1 all those
who, pursuant to the Constitution, are called upo nsure continuity and, more

generally, those people, politicians¥%ad executives of {

centre of politics; installation by the

of a government composed of “Hutu® associate the other
political forces and RPF with it; exclusid j #my that are respectful of
constitutionality. The putsch would iccee €PF had not subsequently
imposed itself militagij} nextricable situation.

ger played any veritable role. Political
Ministreeit Defence under the auspices of Colonel
Jutu Power” wings at the helm of political parties, who
- phead of government. At the last crisis committee
it Colonel Bagosora informed the committee of the
t arfl requested the new Prime Minister to form his team.
that period was the control of key units of the army
e Battalion and Para-Commando Battalion) which he could
o through the normal military structures. The use of civilian
de it possible to broaden the scope of the violence, indeed, even to
s as the result of a “spontaneous reaction by the masses”.

Analogies with events which occurred in Bujumbura from 20 to 23 October 1993
are numerous and striking. Whereas in Rwanda, the objective was to safeguard power
under threat, in Burundi the coup d’état was an attempt to recapture power lost at the

13 To avoid any misunderstanding, it should be specified that this fact does not at all affect the definition of
“genocide” as crimes committed against the Tutsi. As provided for by the genocide convention, the Tutsi
have, in fact, been the subject of 2 plan to destroy an ethnic group, “as such”.
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June 1993 elections. As in Kigali, an institutional vacuum was created by eliminating
constitutionally elected personalities. In both cases, the “official” structure put in place,
the “crisis committee” in Kigali and the “Conseil National de salut public” [National
Council for Public Salvation] in Bujumbura, played no veritable role. It was short-
circuited by intangible structures, Colonel Bagosora and a few party leaders in Rwanda,
and by the “crisis management committee” in Burundi. Again in both cases, the soldiers
refused to associate the constitutional institutions with the crisis management. Those
initially contacted were representatives of the former one party (MRND and UPRONA),
and not the government in place; in Kigali, the Prime Minister, Uwilingiyimana,
was first rejected and later agsassinated; in Bujumbura, Frangojgizege ¥summoned” the
Prime Minister almost three days after the events began. An triking analogy: it was
impossible to establish responsibilities in these types of _ :
The idea was to make people believe that it was anonygougjunior S§)
svof the ciWilgociety and six

peacekeepers and who in Bujumbura assassinated
of his close collaborators. But of course, b
~ important personalities who executed a spec ¢
leadership said it was powerless but, in fact, did no§
The least that can be blamed on these officers is t

Byt their crime |

had been cowards and had
ore serious: the complacent

reference to their impotence obscur
“blunders” and “spontaneous actions”
cases, they pretended, after a few days, '
April, the “interim” institutions were

results of the 1993 &gt logi he two countries also make it possible
' hind the violence. In Rwanda, a tiny
jority aftdkig® Burundi, a tiny minority of the Tutsi ethnic
anda) or regain (Burundi) control of the State, a vital

e is ery different in the two countries, at least provisionally.
se violence in order to cling to power lost it to RPF, which
lone. The Burundian rebels, on the other hand, succeeded in

; y had lost for a few months at the polls. In both cases, this is,
undoubtedly, onl§g@¥rovisional outcome. In any case, this has plunged these countries
into an endemic istability. The new regime in Kigali is autocratic and violent. In the
absence of a political solution, it will sooner or later be confronted with an armed attempt
by those who are today in exile to return to the country. Concerning Burundi, it has been
engaged, since the end of June 1993, on an increasingly clear course of war, a civil war
that would finally break out, if a negotiated solution were not found.
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Annexes

(Order of presentation is chronological)

- Telegram of 11 January 1994, from Dallaire to Baril (UNDPKO).

- Members of the “Crisis Committee”

- Press release from the Ministry of Defe B am
on 7 April 19940) d
- Report of Captain Apedo, 7 April 1994,

- Press release from the Rwand#;
1994

at 3.20 pm on 7 April

- Additional Protocol on the formatig Government (finalized on

nt Géorge Aboagye, 17 April 1994

rces, intelligence report, 6 May 1994
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Telegram sent on 11 January 1994 by General Dallaire to General Baril
in New York (UNDPKO)

(Original in English)
OUTGOING CODE CABLE

DATE: 11 JANUARY 19%4
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Report of the meeting of the Directeur de cabinet [Principal Private Secretary] with
Gd.N Chief-of-Staff-MINADEF Officers — Army and Gd.N Chiefs-of-Staff. Night of
6 to 7 April 1994

L. The Principal Private Secretary conducted a meeting on the night of 6 to 7 April
1994, which brought together the Gd.N. Chief-of-Staff, MINADEF Officers,
Senior Officers of the Army and Gd. N. The Commanding Officers of UNAMIR
and E.8.M. (Officers Academy) attended the meeting. \
This meeting was held as a result of the disaster that oc
8.30 p.m. Belgian time, when the Presidential plane
unidentified elements as the President was returni
Salaam.
Aboard the plane, besides our Head of Stat
Minister of Communication and the Secr

2. The objective of the meetin
possible excesses, reassure th
of power vacuum.
Accordingly, the following me

ity measures to prevent
e, during this period

Wi of political parties should remain calm.
- PG battalion should return to the camp.

- UNAMIR Commanding Officer should be associated with all meetings
relating to military operations in the country.
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The Directeur de cabinet provided full collaboration as required by the current situation.
He was also requested to enable UNAMIR to monitor the National Documentation
Centre (NDC), which was accepted.

4. A decision has been taken to hold a meeting of operational commanders, Army-
Gd.N camps and units, on this 7 April 1994, at 10 am. Belgian time, to:

- Inform them of the situation.

- Introduce the new Commanding Officer to them
- Inform them of action to be taken.
- Exchange ideas.

5. The Directeur de cabinet, UNAMIR Cqg
a discussion with the Special Represefital

told them how he saw the problem. Accor

That is why he proposes
that a meeting should be heid i SEEIRND on this 7 April

successor to the President of the
held with diplomatic representati
them about th .

me, to officially inform

Lt Coi Ir
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Officers present at the meeting of the night of 6 to 7 April 1994’"*

Major General Ndindiliyimana Augustin, Chief-of-Staff of Gendamerie Nationale
General Roméo Dallaire, UNAMIR Commanding Officer

Colonel Bagosora Théoneste, MINADEF Principal Private Secretary

Colonel Rusatira Léonidas, Commander of the E.S.M (Officers Academy)
Colonel Marchal Luc, Commander of the Kigali Sector, UNAMIR

Colonel Murasampongo Joseph, G1 Army Headquarters
Colonel Ndengeyinka Balthazar, MINADEF Technical Advis
Colone! Muberuka Félicien, Commander of the Kigali camp
for Kigali town

Lt. Colonel Rwabalinda Ephrem, UNAMIR Liaison
Lt. Colonel Kayumba Cyprien, Chief of Logistics
MINADEF for the week

Lt. Colonel Rwamanywa Augustin G4 Army L
Lt. Colonel (Gendarmerie) Rwarakabije, G3 Ge
Lt. Colonel Kanyandekwe Emmanuel, officer at A,
Lt. Colonel Ndahimana J.M. Vianney, Commander o

nerational Commander

Colonel Gatsinzi
Ceolonel Rusatira Léo

5

4 Compiled on the basis of various testimonies, it is not certain that this list is exhaustive.
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Press release from the Ministry of Deifence %

It is with great sorrow that the Ministry of Defence announces to the People of Rwanda
the sudden death of the Head of State, His Excellency Major General Juvénal
Habyarimana, which oceurred on this 6 April 1994 at Kanombe, as the plane in which he
was returning from Dar-Es-Salaam was shot down by unidentified elements, in
circumstances yet to be clarified.

On board the same plane was His Excellency Ntaryamira Cypri resident of the
Republic of Burundi who perished along with two of his Minis

115 This press release was written in the night of 6-7 April by Lieutenant Colonel Kayumba and read on the
radio at 6.30 am
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Report of Captain Apedo

(Original in English)
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Press Release from the Rwandan Armed Forces (''°)

Following the sudden death of the Chiefs-of-Staff of Rwanda and Burundi and their
retinue, Sentor Officers of the Armed Forces held a meeting on this day, 7 April 1994, at
the Ecole Supérieure Militaire [Officers Academy] to examine the security situation in
the country, in general, and in the Kigali town préfecture, in particular, as well as steps to
be taken in order to rapidly restore law and order and enable the institutions of the
country to resume their normal activities.

vent and extend
g other bereaved

All members of the Armed Forces have been shocked by this tr;
their condolences to the families of the two Heads of State angs
families.

After an overview of the current situation in the cou
recommendations:

1. Do everything, in collaboration with the oth
the country rapidly to normality.
To this end, members of the surpass themselves and
exercise restraint and discipli
peace to the country.

xon, in particular, the youth must refrain from acts of vandalzsm under
pain of severe punishment.

5. Due to security problems, participants in the meeting request préfecture
authorities to examine the security situation in their jurisdictions including the
possibility of a curfew.

'€ This press release was writter by Colonel Bagosora at the beginning of the afternoon, on 7 April 1994,
and broadcast over the radie 5.20 pm
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They again call upon the population to brave the hard times we are going through
so that peace can return without delay.

Done in Kigali, on 7 April 1994
(Signed)

Lt. Col. BEMS Bagosora Théoneste
Directeur de cabinet at MINADEF
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Additional Protocol to the Memorandum of Understanding
between the political parties due to participate in the
Transitional Government signed on 7 April 1992 between the
MRND, MDR, PSD, PDC and PL political parties

The MRND, MDR, PSD, PDC and PL politica} parties;

Considering the critical situation of institutional vacuum creatg d;
His Excellency the President of the Republic of Rwanda;

tragic death of
Considering the untimely death of Her Excellency the Prigje Mi 154 Band of some of her
Cabinet ministers; '

Duly taking into account the wish of the repreggfitati : w of the
peculiar situation prevailing within the party J€a i '

sha on 04/8/1993 and Article
final provisions signed on

Pursuant to Article 3 of the Peace Agreement signed
22 of the Protocol Agreement on ggiscellaneous issu
03/8/1993;
Pursuant to the Constitution of the R June 1991, particularly
Articles 42 and 43 thereof;

Considering the M, ing of 7 Apfil 1992 as amended to date;

oding of 7 April 1992 between the MRND, MDR, PSD,
unended on this day, has been modified and completed

Minister. |
The nominee fo t of Prime Minister shall be presented to the Interim President of
the Republic for agbointment.

Article 3:
Upon appointment, the Prime Minister shall consult with the political parties which are
signatories to this Additional Protocol, in order to draw up the list of cabinet ministers

allocated to each political party, in accordance with Articie 6 of the Memorandum of
Understanding of 07/4/1992.
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Within a period not exceeding two days, the Prime Minister shall submit the list of the
cabinet ministers to the Interim President of the Republic for approval and appointment.

Article 4:
The parties to this Additional Protocol agree to assign to the Government the following
mission:

a) To ensure the effective running of State duties with
quickly re-establishing law and order and the secur

ieular emphasis on
yof persons and their

property. g
b) To continue negotiating with the Rwandan Patrio h a view to putting
in place the organs of the Broad-Based Transitio within a period
not exceeding six weeks. |
¢) To make all possible efforts to solve thesp ages by finding
ways and means of assisting the popy : and
assisting the war-displaced people.
Article 5:
The provisions of the Memorandun? i ril 1992 that have not been
amended or replaced by the provisio i in j
Done in Kigali, on 8 April 1994
For the MDR
- Froduald KARAMIRA
Second Vice President
- Dr. Donat MUREGO
Executive Secretary
For PDC
- IMV SIBOMANA
Member of the Political Bureau Member of the Steering
Committee
and Alternate Legal Representative
- Frangois NDUNGUTSE - Gaspard RUHUMULIZA
Member of the Political Bureau Member of the Political Bureau

- Célestin KABANDA
Member of the Political Bureau
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- Justin MUGENZI
President

- Agnés NTAMABYALIRO
First Vice President
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Presidential Decree of 8 April 1994 on the Appointment of the Prime
Minister

1, Doctor Théodore SINDIKUBWABO,
Interim President of the Republic,

Pursuant to the Arusha Peace Acoord signed on 04 Auguste1993, between the
Government of the Republic of Rwanda and the Rwandan Pa {ront, particularly
Article 3 thereof, as well as Article 22 of the Protocol Agreemggiton miscellaneous issues
and final provisions; -

Pursuant to the Constitution of the Republic of Rw, 1, particularly
articles 42 and 44 (1) thereof;

DO HEREBY:
Article 1

Appoint Mr. Jean KAMBANDA as \ ic of Rwanda.
Article 2: A\

This Decree comes int;
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Presidential Decree of 8 April 1994 on the appointment of Cabinet Ministers

1, Pr. Théodore SINDIKUBWABO,
Interim President of the Republic,

Pursuant to the Arusha Peace Accord signed on 04 August 1993, between the
Government of the Republic of Rwanda and the Rwandan Patriotic Front, patucu}arly
Article 3 thereof, as well as Article 22 of the Protocol Agreement on miscellaneous issues
and final provisions;

Pursuant to the Constitution of the Republic of Rwanda ne 1991, particularly

articles 35, 42, 44(1) and 49 thgreof;
HAVE ORDERED AS FOLLOWS:
Article 1:

The following have been appointed Cabinet Minis
of Rwanda:

€ Republic

1, Mr. Jérbme BICAMUMPA i irs apd Cooperation;

2. Mr. Faustin MUNYAZESA, teri nal Development

3. Mrs, Agnés NTAMABYALIRO?

4, Mr. Augustin BIZIMANA, Minis

5. Dr. Straton Hture and Animal Husbandry;
6. Mr. Andre¢ Pmmary and Secondary Education;

7. Dr. Da -_; er Education, Scientific Research and

r of F inance;

; Mmlster of Information;

Bictet of Commerce, Industry and Crafts;
RE, Minister of Planning;

5, Minister of Health;

M ARINEZA, Minister of Labour and Social Affairs;

sdinthe NSENGIYUMVA, Minister of Public Works and Energy;

17. Mr. Gasp HUMULIZA, Minister of Environment and Tourism;

18. Mrs. Paulfie NYIRAMASUHUKQ, Minister for Family Affairs and Gender
Promotion;

19. Mr, Callixte NZABONIMANA, Minister for Youth Affairs.
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Article 2:
This Decree comes into force on the day of signature.

Kigali, 8/04/19%4

Dr. Théodore SINDIKUBWABO

President of the Republic
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A communiqué issued by the High Command of the Rwandan Armed Forces

Following the tragic events that befell our country starting from 6 April 1994, which led
to the death of several innocent victims and brought about distress to all the people of
Rwanda; and following the cold-blood murder of 10 UNAMIR soldiers and some other
foreigners; the High Command of the Rwandan Armed Forces believes that it is time to
put an end to this tragedy.

ould like to meet with
bring about peace

To this effect, the High Command of the Rwandan Armed F
the High Command of the RPF to discuss together how 10,4
in the country and to contribute to the immediate i

efforts of the UNAMIR, which have sdmetighe: _ I tmed at
the full implementation of the Arusha ° ' ;
UNAMIR to act as a mediatory
paragraph.

Lieutenan] Coionel Emmanue! KANYANDEKWE

Done in Kigali, on 12 April 1994
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Statement by Sergeant George Aboagye
Statement

(The statements by the five Ghanaian soldiers are identical, literally word-
by-word. They visibly copled a text, probably the one drafied by the highest
ranked among them. That is why I will reproduce here only the statement by
Sergeant Aboagye)

Name: Aboagye George
ID Nr. B 5181

Rank; Sgt.

Coy: E

Pl 1

[Pp. 141-142 Original in English]

On Monday 4™ April 1994, five o
Residence by our OC Captain A
Minister’s house.

Then on the 6% of April 1994 around 8.3 i radio that the President
is returning from a conference within fiftg

were detached Oggluty at the Prlme Mmister 8

blasts and series g the firing we were deployed to our firing
points .
Meanwhile the ge o were her personal guards also took

posﬂ’:on

em for their mission and they answered that they are
%, After that they knocked the door but the woman did

few minutes lat saw the woman and the family passing through that pavement
together with the géndermaries around 6.30 a.m. to 7 a.m,

We were then left with the Belgium soldiers. About 7.15 a.m. we were surrounded by the
Government Forces and ordered to put our arms down at gun point. We were then
doubled (?) to a waiting vehicle (which) drove us to their camp.

At the camp we aligned (?) from the van and (were) ordered to sit down, The soldiers at
the camp rushed on us and started beating us from all angles, some with rifles, sticks, iron
bars and stones. This made me sustain injuries on both my left leg and swom (swollen?)
hands.
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There the UN observer asked us to enter into the guards’ resting room. During the course
of the assault, four of the Belgiums collapsed while the rest of us were pushed into the
resting room. Few minutes later some soldiers forced the door open and one Belgium was
fired at close range. Meanwhile the UN observer was also beaten and forced to leave the
area. We the Ghanaian soldiers (were) later separated from the Belgiums and sent to
another place.

While moving we heard rapid firing outside the resting room. We were escorted to
another place together with the UN observer. The escort later informed the UN observer
that the FC (Dallaire) has come to the camp (E.S.M.). The obse gpproached the FC
and briefed him what has happened. The FC called us and ask e gendermaries
officer to provide vehicle to convey us to UNAMIR HQ.

On the 6" day of the month of May 1

We, Colonel Joseph MURASAMPONG
Alexandre MUGARURA. chairman,
Commission set u

GARAGU and Captain

the death of ten Belgian peacekeepers of
jpali Camp; being in Kigali Camp;

ers of the Rwandan Army, where he currently works. On
Srieure Militaire, he was stopped by some UNAMIR soldiers
(whites and black ho asked him for a lift to their office situated in the Kigali Camp,
stating that they h@d an urgent message to deliver to their commanders. They boarded the
vehicle and he drove them up to their duty post, where they found some other UNAMIR
soldiers. He proceeded to his place of work. Those peacekespers were received by the
UNAMIR team in a normal atmosphere, in spite of the consternation that could be read
on the face of everyone present, following the death of the Head of State and that of the
Chief of Staff of the Rwandan Army.

arrival at the &
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After their arrival at the Kigali Camp, rumour seems to have gone around that the UN
peacekeepers who had assassinated the two Presidents of Rwanda and Burundi, along
with their respective entourages, had just been captured and were being kept at the Kigali
Camp. Upon hearing this false message, the soldiers of the Kigali Camp went berserk all
of a sudden, forcing open the doors to the armouries and subsequently pouncing on the
UN peacekeepers. They killed four of the peacekeepers on the spot and the other six were
killed after a Belgian lieutenant from among the UN peacekeepers grabbed a weapon
from a Rwandan corporal, who has not yet been identified, and shot him dead as he tried
to force his way into the room where the peacekeepers were, in empt to drive them
out. It was fotal madness. Various Rwandan Army officers preggft triedto intervene but
to no avail, as reported in their respective statements. Ang FiEpwvho tried to assist the
peacekeepers was repulsed by firepower.

2. WHAT DOES THE LAW SAY?

andan Military

The above-mentioned acts are punishable
hich stipulates thg

specifically under article 452 (2), (3), (4) @
military offences. Some individuals may also be
danger.

3. PERSONS INTERROGATED:

at the Kigali Camp and who came to the scens;
icer Ephrem KAGANGO, resident non-commissioned officer
p, based at the Headquarters of the Rwandan Army and who

The commission would have wished to interview Major General Roméo DALLAIRE,
the UNAMIR Commander who, in the presence of Lt. Col. Laurent NUBAHA, was
informed by a UN peacekeeper of Malian or Senegalese nationality, who had been
released by the mutineers, about the situation in the Kigali Camp. From that
interview, we would have been able to know whether there was any attempt to save
the situation. Some peacekeepers had just been killed but some others were still alive.
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4, SHARE OF RESPONSIBILITY:

The killers of those peacekeepers were certainly the Rwandan soldiers who were in
Kigali Camp at the time of the incident. Nevertheless, from all the interviews we
carried out, it is obvious that the confusion and the brutality at the scene could not
allow for identification of the individual killers. In any case, the rumour that went
around and was taken for the truth by the soldiers, following an opinion that had
emanated from some Rwandan political circles against the B soldiers because

y Ye direct cause of

As a matter of fact, the coming of the Belgian gol¥e the UNAMIR
contingent that was to provide protection forg *Ci vehemently

- They are alleged to have attacked the home gl FWIZA, an
influential member of the CDR;
- According to some witnesS A ave manhandled Colonel
SERUBUGA's daughter;
- People wearing the medal of
peacekeepers at roadblocks;
These facts were spread and pro

by Belgian peacekeepers. The soldiers
#their Army chief of Staff, Major General
their physician, Doctor Emmanuel AKINGENEYE, to
seous and uncontrolled reaction by the enraged
of ulierstanding could not enable them to gauge the
ctionfled to the death of the ten Belgian peacekeepers and of
deed regrettable. As shown in the interview reports, no one
k the peacekeepers and nobody planned their murder. But was
ce the damage? What is obvious is that the mutineers repelled

: tary officer who tried to save the Belgians. The officers could not
use force, as fMey did not have any means to stop the mutineers by force of arms,
because of the provisions of the Arusha Peace Accord regarding the consigning of
weapons, A look at the Arusha Peace Accord and the Kinihira Protocol enables one to
determine who had the possibility to limit the damage: it was none other than the
UNAMIR in general and the Belgian contingent of the UNAMIR in particular, whose
mission was to provide security within the city of Kigali. So, what was their reaction?
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General DALLAIRE of the UNAMIR was aware of the presence of the ten
peacekeepers in Kigali Camp and knew that their lives were in danger. Could the
UNAMIR military observers in Kigali Camp have tried to do something, or to alert
the UNAMIR Command, in order to stop the soldiers from breaking into the
armouries they were supervising? Charging the UNAMIR Command with failure to
assist people in danger whereas it was informed of the situation and it had the
necessary means to do so can only be possible after hearing its side of the story,
because it was indeed that organ that was responsible for security in the city of Kigali.

5. CONCLUSION:
The degradation of the tactical situation in the operati
city of Kigali and the ever-increasing confusion thr
engulfed in a full-scale civil war since the killi
6 April 1994 cannot, at the moment, atlow th

information and we suggest that investiga{io
allow,

We certify that this report is corrig

For the Commission:

1
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Major Léodgf
Captain Ad

21.00 General NQEINDILIYIMANA arrives at the Airport.
21.00 Colonel BAGOSORA, on his way home, hears of the shooting down of the
plane. He proceeds to the Army Headquarters, via the Ministry of Defence.

22.00 General DALLAIRE arrives at the Army Headquarters.

22.30 The Gendarmerie evacuates MRND dignitaries from Kimihurura.

23.30 General DALLAIRE, Colonel BAGOSORA and Lt. Col. RWABALINDA go fo
Mr. BOOH BOOH's residence

23.30 Colonel Marchal arrives at the Army Headquarters.
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24.00 Colonel RUSATIRA briefly appears at the Army Headquarters.

7 April 1994

01.00 DALLAIRE and BAGOSORA are back at the Army Headquarters.
01.30 Colonel BAGOSORA leaves the Army Headquarters.
04.15 A section of UNAMIR is repelled when it tries to mou
wreckage site,
05.30 Two teams of the mortar platoon manage to reach the
they are immediately caught up in an exchange of fi
06.30 Attack on the residence of F. NGANGO of PSD.
06.30 The Ministry of Defence issues a statement ov
07.00 Attack on the residence of B. NGURINZIRAZ
07.00 Colonel BAGOSORA arrives at the :
MRND leaders.
07.30 Attack on the residence of J. KAVARU Petitutional
Court. '
08.30 The Prime Minister flees her residence and hides i
08.45 The mortar platoon is stopped §
08.55 The 15 peacekeepers (10 Belgiay
09.00 The peacekeepers arrive at Kigal
09.00 BAGOSORA, NDINDILIYIMAN
of Ambassador

guard at the plane

¢ Minister’s residence;

Minister.
ed to Kigali Camp.

» ¢ ihig at ESM.
ce of BPNDASINGWA of PL.
| ESM, BAGOSORA proceeds to Kigali Camp.

RPF.

16.11 The RPF battalion leaves its encampment and fights with the Presidential Guard.

16.15 Colonel GATSINZI amrives in Kigali; Colonel BAGOSORA proceeds to
Kimihurura, then to Kanombe.

17.20 A communiqué issued by BAGOSORA is read over the radio.

19.00 Meeting of the Crisis Committee at ESM.

20.30 The bodies of the Belgian peacekeepers are discovered in the morgue at Kigali

Hospital Centre.
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21.30 DALLAIRE informs MARCHAL of the death of the peacekeepers; Lieutenant
Colonel DEWEZ orders a Battalion roll call; NDINDILIYIMANA spends the
night at the Hétel des Diplomates.

8 April 1994

08.00 The Crisis Committee holds a meeting at ESM.

08.30 BAGOSORA proceeds to the Ministry of Defence where
scheduled to take place.

13.00 Beginning of the political negotiations.

16.00 End of the negotiations.
17.30 The “Interim” authorities are introduced to the
22.00 End of the instailation meeting at ESM

| negotiations are

9 April 1994

03.43 Landing of the first French tr
10.00 Swearing-in ceremony for the
at the Hétel des Diplomates

he “Interim® Government
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Abbreviations

ADL Association Rwandaise pour la défence des droits de la personne et des
libertés publigues

Rwandan Association for the Defence of Human Rights and Public
Freedoms

ANT Assemblé nationale de transition
Transitional National Assembly

APR Armée patriotique rwandaise
Rwandan Patriotic Army

CDR Coalition pour la défence de la répub

ClA
CLLADHO

CNDD de la démocratie

Democracy (Burundi)
ilitary Training Assistance (France)

b sécurité extérieure

Ecble technique officiel
Official Technical College (Kicukiro)

FAR Forces armées rwandaises

Rwandan Armed Forces
FDD Forces pour la défence de la démocratie

Forces for the Defence of Democracy (Burundi)
FPR Front patriotique rwandais

Rwandan Patriotic Front
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FRODEBU  Front pour la démoctratie au Burundi
Front for Democracy in Burundi

GIGN Groupe d'intervention de la gendarmerie nationale
Intervention Group of the National Gendarmerie (France)

GTBE Gouvernememnt de transition & base élargie

Broad-Based Transitional Government

KWSA Kigali Weapons Secure Area (UNAMIR)

MDR Mouvement démocratique républicain
Democratic Republican Movement

MINUAR  UNAMIR

MRND Mouvement républicain national pour |
National Republican Movement for

OACI ICAO (International Civil Aviatio

ONATEL Office national des télécommunigil
National Telecommunication

développement
Bnment

ONU UNO
OZRT Office zairois de radio-télévision
Radijo and Televisiorgard of Zaire
PAFE Police de l'air des fro des étrangers

Air, Border and Externd
PARENA  Parti pour le redresseme
National Renewal Party (
PDC Parti g chrétien

ndi)

PDI ocratie islam
jc Party

PL

: bre des mille collines
SARM j ion et de renseignement militaire
f Military Action and Intelligence (Zaire)

SGR tnéral du renseignement
D rate of Intelligence Services (Belgium)
SOJEDEM  Sofilarité jeunesse pour la défense des droits des minorities

Youth Solidarity for the Defence of Minority Rights (Burundi)
UPRONA  Union pour le progress national
Union for National Progress (Burundi)
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