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Rwanda Genocide

RECENT reports in the French media have
been awash with damning evidence about
France's complicity in the 1994 Genocide
against the Tutsi.

New revelations have, among others,
shone a spotlight on a French bank, BNP
Paribas, which is being sued for financ-
ing the Genocide as well as top French of-
ﬁﬂals fm mmng re-armament orders for
regime in breach of an UN

Amdimtn media reports, Hubert Vé-
drine, former secretary-general of I'Elysée
(French presidency) under Frangois Mit-
terrand, gave direct orders to re-arm the
ormer Rwandan army and Interahanuwe
militia who executed the massacres, de-
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urnalist, who has since appeared
thmmorksmaddm
the subject, said the recent _emergence
of further credible testimonies pinning
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officer who was in part of the infamous op-

erations during the French army's Opéra-
tion Turquoise, is one of those behind the
latest revelations,

The officer 18 on record confirming,
among others, an order from Paris to re-
arm the former Rwandan army and In-
terahamwe militia at the height of the kill-
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Tonnes of weapons

And, this week, three non-government
organisations filed a lawsuit in Paris
against the French bank BNP Paribas, say-
ing it knowingly approved the transfer of
$1.3 million from the Rwandan central
bank to an arms dealer during the Geno-
cide to buy 80 tonnes of weapons that
were subsequently used to carry out the
massacres.

The suit was filed Wednesday in Paris
by Sherpa, an association interested in
defending victims of economic crimes, in
association with Ibuka, the Genocide sur-
vivors umbrella, and Collectif des Parties
Civiles pour le Rwanda (CPCR), a France-
based group dedicated to pursuing justice
in relation to the Genocide against the

The trio accuses BNP Paribas of com-
plicity in genocide, crimes against human-
ity and war crimes for having financed a
purchase of weapons for the benefit of the
extremist government in Kigali in June
1994 at a time when the Genocide was in
full swing and in violation of an embargo
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THE ALLECATION
OnJune 14 and 16 in 1994, three men; a South Afri-

can arms dealer Petrus Willem Ehlers, a Congolese
offidal, and Rwandan Col Théoneste Bagosora, an
extremist member of the genocidal regime who
was director of cabinet in the ministry of defence,
bought arms worth $1.3 million ostensibly for the
Zairian [Congolese] Armed Forces.

imposed by the United Nations.

On June 14 and 16 in 1994, three men:
a South African arms dealer Petrus Willem
Ehlers, a Congolese official, and Rwan-
dan Col Théoneste Bagosora, an extremist
member of the genocidal regime who was
director of cabinet in the ministry of de-
fence, bought arms worth $1.3 million os-
tensibly for the Zairian [Congolese] Armed
Forces (FAZ).

According to the French media, the pur-
chase of the arms, officially made for Zaire

(now DR Congo), was twice delivered by
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A French soldier ‘escorts’ interahamwe militiamen on the street in Rwanda in 1994 Net
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Gisenyi (Rubavu) in Rwanda, where the
were distributed to Interahamwe militia

under the
army.

supervision of the Rwani

Bagosora was sentenced to life and after

appeal to 35 years for his promient rol

the Genocide.

Actors‘spilling the beans’

The latest evidence has drawn renewes
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government can no longer deny

their r

in the Genocide in which at least a million
Rwandans lost their lives.

Tom Ndahiro, a Genocide scholar
“What we hear today
what we have always known.
ference is that key ac
of the genocidaires are now spilling the
beans. It will be interesting to see wha
new French govern-

the reaction of the
ment will be.”
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tors in the rearming

French President Emmanuel Macron's
government, Ndahiro said,
ignore what a Colonel in the French arm

cannot just

French government

continue to pretend that they were not in-
volved after such damning confessions:
Speaking to the F
mer French officer Col Ancel argued that
It was vital to declassify the relevant docu-
ments as they would reveal the truth
s iInvolvement in the Genocide.

rench media. the for-

about

Ancel said. would

let the French citizens know what hap-
pened in Rwanda and then make an
informed opinion about the matter for
themselves.

He told the French media that what his
country did in Rwanda amounts to com-
plicity in genocide.

Paris has remained reluctant to declas-
sify key files related to the Genocide and
has maintained that France played no
part in the massacres,

But former French president Nicolas
Sarkozy admitted his country had com-
mittee “errors of judgment” during his
visit to Rwanda in 2010, the first by a
French president to Rwanda since the

Killings.
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