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United Natjons Security Couneil,

New York 20 June ]934

Your Lxcellency,
RE: FRENCH MJLITARY INTERVENTION N RwANDA

The Rwandese Patriatic Front (RPF) 15 dismayed by the
decivion of France to intervene ufirlaterslly in Rwanda. The
purpose of the proposed military 1¢ allegedly to step the
massacres.

Your. Excellency, many countrias across the world have
fesponded favourably to the request of the U.N. Secretary General
for men and materials for a successful implementatian af
resolutions 918 and 925. To diate, more then 7,000 soldiers have
been offered, mostly by african countries. It is reported that
~ome countries like Ethiopia and Zimbabwe have their own
¢quipment. QOthers such as Ghana have agrered to previde traonps so
fong as the necessary equipment is available. Some of the
cquipment, like the asrmoured Personnel Carriers the United Stares
of amertca promised to supply, is already in the region. With
troop offers far exceeding what we concider adequate, namely a
2500-man mission, the U.N. mission in Rwanda should have taken
of f by now.

The prospect of B permanent member of the Security Cauncil
supporling and then ignoring Sccurity Counci! resolitions to
Paunch a unilateral operation in 3 country in which that
permanent member has had a partisan anpd controversial inva!vment
fuiser very strong questions abaut the motjves of the missian.
1t does also raise the Question ac to what value members of {he
Counci|] attach to its decisions. The direct responsibility which
French gavernments, present and past, bear for the tragig
Situation in Reanda 15 a matter which should be treated with the

Ser1eousness it deserves:

1) France 18 & long-torm supporter of the governments whieh
organtred and supervised the acts of genocide in
Rwanda.

11) France hag been and remains the prinecipal arms supplier
to the criminal regime (sce the 1994 Arms Project
Report of Human Rights Wateh),

11} France trained the Presidential guards, as well as mueh
of the regular army and the militia who are at the
forcfront of the ONEgaINg atrocities,

1v} French troops fought s1;de by side with the disercd; ted
Rwandesc¢ government forces for three yYears to prop up
the dierartaryal recime of the late Precident
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Hahyarimana. Reputable human rights

orgaenisations such as Amnesty International and Africa
watch have documented how the Rwandege government
forces killed thousands of innocent civilians dur!ing
the three-year period (Qectobar 1990 to December 17993)
when the French were still openly Pighting on the
government side., The French troops never 1ntervened ino
stop thogce massacres, and the French government nevet
condemned them.

v) We have good reason to beljeve that there are even now
French troops who are caught up in the beseiged
government army camps in Kigali. The proposed French
operation, therefore, could indeed partly be & rescue
mission, among other things. This may explain why
President Mitterand finds the intervention se urgent
that he had toc declare that his operation cannol wailt
for Security Council authorization.

vi) France Is one of the few countriaes which have recognized
the rump government, hosted some of its officialx whe
are very notorious for their role in inciting
atrocities through the media. and has granted asyium to
the masterminds of the genocide in Rwanda who are
commonly known as “"Escadron de la Mort™.

vii) French political and diplematic support far the regime
of the late President Hahyarimans encouraged
intransigence on the part of the regime during the
Arusha peace talks and stalled the process of
implementing the arusha Agreement.

viii) 1t has recently heen reported and repeated by very
credible newspapers 1n Belgium that President
Habyarimana's plane was shot down by French Military
afficers acting on behalf of extremists who wanted 1a
derail the peace process.

In view of this very detrimental rale of France 1n Rwanda 1n
the recent past, her apparent good faith should not be taken for
granted when the issue of the proposed French intervention is up
for discussion. The intervention i1s, in our view, intended to
assist the authors ef the genocide in Rwanda to prosceute the
war, to protect them from beinz brought to justice far thesir war
crimee, snd ta preserve a role for them in the futura politlics of
the country.

The RPF condemns the proposed French intervention
gnreservedly. WwWe have, for the duration of the war in Rwands,
cunmsidered France a party to the conflict 1n every resperct,. Wa
equally congider the return of France to Rwanda a hostile act of
war agatnst the Rwandan people, and the RPF will fight the
proposed intervention by any means at i(s disposal for as long as
Iy necossary.
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In the absence of a comprehensive ceasefire agresment
hetween the parties, the RPF intends to proceed with its
sperations to rescue the Rwandese at risk, to restore Jaw and
arder 1n the countty. and io bring the criminsls to justice
regardless of the presence of the French troops in Rvanda.

we are of the firm opininn that the solution to the crisis
'n Rwanda must be found in the context of resolution S18 and
925/1994% of the U.N, Security Council. and we reaffirm our strong
support fer the U.X. humanitarian mission mandated by thase
resalutions. We request members of the Security Council ta
ptoevail upon France to illustrale itls good faith in this matter
by putting the resources which it plang to use 1n its untlateral
mission at the digposal of the li.N., force.

Your Excellecy, the RPF wishes to draw your attention and
that of the Council to the very grave consequences which the
intervention of France will give rise to. French interventian
“11) have a destabilizing effect in the region. In Reanda itzclf,
11 will bring to an end the ongoing ceasefire negotiations and 1t
will lead to an escalation of the conflict as Rwandese government
foreces see the prospect of military bhacking by France. The RP}
itself wil! be compelled to re-evaluate its commitment te the
U.N. mission proposed by the Security Councii.,

Finally, the return of French troops to Rwanda may have
severe repercurstons on the continpuyed relevance of the Arusha
Peace \greement as the basis for the peaceful resolution of the
confliet 1n Rwanda.

The Rwandese Patriotic Front urges Yousr Ecxellency and,
through you, all Security Council members, to recall and uphald
pesalutions 918 and 925 which authariscd the Secretary Gencral Lo
expand UNAMIR and gtve it a humanitacrsan mission, including the
protcction of people threatened by genocode. These resolution=s
have received wide support both within the international
community and in Rwanda. The Security Council must not allow
France to usurp the role of the U.N. while furthering its own
 nterests 1n Rwanda. It is indeed unfortunate, but neverthelexs
incumbent upon the Rwandese Patriolic Front, te point out that f
the United Natiens and all intcrested parties had heeded our
warnings, Rwands would bave been saved the worst tragedy 1n 1l
history. The task at hand is for all of us to avert any further
catastrophe in Rwanda, which an 1ntervention by France al thisx
stage would 1nevitably bring about. '
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