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Govt: Catholic apology for
role in Genocide inadequate

By Jean d’Amour Mbonyinshuti

THE GOVERNMENT has questioned

the recent apology by Catholic
Church leaders on the role of some e 2
its members played during the 1994 Eng. Coletha Ruhamya
Genocide against the Tutsi, saying it direckirgeneralof
is inadequate. Reandy :_, -
In a statement, released yesterday, O ok B
meeting between gow

rmment stakehold

the Government said that, while the
clerics apologise on behalf of a few
unnamed individuals, the bishops

‘appear to take the extraordinary step
of exonerating the Catholic Church as
a whole for any culpability in connec-
tion with the Genocide.”
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éov rnment questions clerics apology ‘that |
exenorates’ Catholic Church’s role in Genocid:«
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pressions of remorse. However, its pro- &8t v ey Church 1n

found inadequacy only serves to highlight
how far the Catholic Church still remains
from a full and honest reckoning with its

moral and legal responsibilities,” reads the

for allegedly protecting some of its
linked to the Genocide, with som:
pects and convicts still conducting m

P NG in Europe. . ; w
statement in part. | & ol AR An example is Fr Wenceslas Mun
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. il SNt NNE  but remains a serving priest in Fran
The Catholic Church, on Sunday, re- RN oo -
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leased a joint announcement apologising Avisitorobserves ' 4 5 STy Catholic churches across Rw anda
for the role some of its members played some picturesof = - | the Genocide broke out in 1904 onl- :
during Genocide that claimed over one kids killed in the

million innocent lives. 1994 Genocide
This so-called apology was contained in against Tutsi.
a joint resolution signed by nine bishops | Nadege Imbabazi
representing all dioceses in the country. |
However, the announcement denies any
direct role played by Church as an institu-
tion, insisting that the Church sent nobody
to do any harm during the tragedy.
“Although the Church sent no body to do
harm, we, the Catholic clerics in particular,
apologise, again, for some of the Church

butchered at the places of worship, |
betrayed by the same men and

of God they initially hoped would DI
them from the marauding killers.

In some extreme cases. some .
openly took part in the slaughter,
some churches have since been i
into Genocide memorials.

While the announcement was to be read
in all masses as per the bishops’ guide-
lines, it was realised that in some church-
es, especially in Kigali, it was not read out.

“Given the scale of the crimes, there is
ample justification for an apology from
the Vatican, as has occurred repeatedly

with other cases of lesser magnitude.” the While some analysts welcome:
‘It is regrettable that some priests ap- statement said. - e

parently declined to read the bishops’

message to parishioners as intended, thus
members, clerics, people who dedicated disassociating themselves from even this

themselves to serve God and Christians mild expression of regret,” the Govern-
in general who played a role in the 1994 ment statement adds.

Genocide against the Tutsi,” the bishops  The statement also called for Papal
communiqué, read. apology.

~ Catholic Church’s apology they also <

However, the Government commended  falls short of acknowledging the (1.
the bishops’ points of combating genocide key role in sowing the Qé:\({: of 11“;«;.'1
ideology, saying it would continue to en-  division and ultimatel':' bqékjng Lﬂ 4
gage In an open and frank dialogue with cidal regime in its apoc. L\ o h‘
Church leaders to encourage the Catholie doing nothin to st polca \ptla Q.]E\t i@
Church to face up to its own past without B i e Killings.
excuses or fear, just as Rwandans them-
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