
R epor t o n the P r e s i de n t ' s v i si t t o pa r i s

June i5 t h t o J u n e 20th , 1986

The o r g a n i s a Ci o n o f t h i s v i s i t' was d i s a s t e r o u s Co sa y t h e l e a s t a l t h o u g h

b ef o r e t he Co nf er en c e and Co m r a d e T ha mi , who came from Brussels to assist

xi th the organi sa ti on o f t h e 'aborte d co n e e r t . To g e t he r t h e t hr ee o f us
managed to f oul up eve r y t h i n g .

I h a d Cw o c o mr a d e s to as s i s C me ; Comrad e J o hn ny w h o c a me h e r e t w o w eek s
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I t h en ma d e an ap p oi n t me n t wi t h t h e pe r s on concerned for the fo llowing
morning. Rs Co m r a de J o h n ny was w i th me, h e c ame alon g t o m a k e th e n e c e s ­
s ary arr a n g e m e n t . Th e p R O th at Thami spoke ab ou t n e ver m a teri ali sed.

Trans p o r t

If at thi s late stage I had kn ow n th a t w e
I wo u l d ha v e a ppealed to th e s a m e s our c e f o r
d ay afternoon before g oin g t o Che a i r p o r t ,
tha t al 1 he h a d Co do wa s pho ne an d r emi n d hi
made v a g u e p r o mi s es or had no t p r o m i sed at a l
t o b e pr o v i d ed , nothing should ha v e b e e n l ef C
Repre s e n t a t i v e , I should n o t h a ve pl ac e d m y
Chei r p a r t o f t he w o r k d e l e g a t e d t o t h e m. Fo
ambass a d o r s a t t he a i r po r t who so k i n d l y br o u

On Su n da y we had a fu l l p r o gr am m e b uC n o t c r a n s p o r t d t i o n a n d h a d c o d o

s ti 1 1 had no transpor tati on,
a c a r . B u C as l a t e as Sa t u r ­
was t o l d b y Co mr ad e J oh nn y
s cont a c t . I f s ome bo d y h ad
1 t h a t t r a ns po r t a C i o n was g o i ng

Co ch a n c e o r as t h e Chi e f
t r u s t i n o c h r r s Co c a r r y o u t
r tunate ly , t h e r e w e r e Cwo
ghC us ba c k Co Par i s .

the unforgivable and take t a x i s .

B Mo n d ey y morni ng, I had f oun d s om eb od y who had ch ' nec es s a r y d oc ume n t s'ch n ab l e d h i m t o h i r e a car Fo r us . T hi s e a s e d Ch e t rans p o r ta t i o nwhi ch e n ab l ed
p ro b l em .

t uc k i n g ba c k o ve r t h i s Cr a n s p o r t a t i o n t i a
use t h e ex c us e t he C cars ha d bee n p r o mi s ed a
n ot b e e n k e p t . The cr u x o f t h e matter is th
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n o c o — ord i n a t e , t h a t w e g e t
of I es s i mp o r t anc e , eg . go i n q
enC 's del eg a t i o n a r r i ve d t o
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a ls o Cu r n e d o u t Co be a f i as c o an d h ad
the C C o mr a d e Johnny ha d bi g i dea s

c. We , ( T h a mi a n d I ) , c ou l d g o a he ad
h « h a d ch e k c y to th e bi g a r Ci s t s . We

rl in g o n o ur p r o gr es s and r eq u es t i ng
manag« d t o gc t a r epl y af t e r a ppea l l i n g
Chat Ci me ve r y p r e ci o u s ti me h ad

When t h e co n c e r t w «s ev e n t u a l
I ed I n t hi s de c i s i on ­ mekong who
Lho wa s c o - n r q an i s e r o f t he ev en
I Ion, nor w e r e t h e r e pr e s e n t a ti v

present a t the c on f e r en c e wh er e
formed tha t a deci sion had b e e n

1 y cancel l e d , a c er t ai n pe r s on was i n v o l ­
h ad n e v e r c a r ed a bo u t t h e A N C . SWAP O,
t wa s n o t i n v o l v e d i n thi s fi nal consulta­
es of t he c o — ordi nating com mi t teewho w e r e
the deci sion was t a k e n . I was just i n ­
t ak e n . I Coo w as not in t h e f i na l d is c u s s ­

1 one .

The c a n -e l l a t i o n of t h e concert is having se r i o us p o li ti cal r ep e r c us s ­
i on s f o r t h e A NC . P eop l e f e e l leC — down • an d a r e c omplaini ng a bo u t C h e
manner i n which th e wh ol e mat t e r wa s h an d l ed . C omrad e J o n n n y s a i d th a t
h e was at th e h al l t o make e x p l a n a t i o n s , but man y p e o p l e c a m e a f t e r h e
had l e f t , i n c l ud i ng amba s s a do r s , consei I generals and ot h er p e r s o nali ti es
~mong whom, so me had already m a d e d o n a t i o n s .

I ei ng held responsi ble. We are a s k e d t o gi ve explanations. I e n c l os e a
translated c op y o f a l e tte r which should gi ve a g o od id e a of wh a t i s
bei n g sa i d . A FAS pA , MRAp a n d MA A a r e ge t t i n g their share o f c o m p l a i n t s

The l o n g a nd t h e short of this f i a sc o i s t hat AN C a n d SW A P O F ran c e a re

a s w e l l .

We have a very i mportant l e s s o n to l e ar n f r o m Chi s
beany t h a t we shou l d n o t l e t b i g i d ea s g e t the b e t t e r
was or ga n i s e d on Che u n de r s t an di ng tha t we w e r e y o un g
artists to p e r f o r m . But at the el e v e n t h h o u r n oth i n g

T he lo ca l a r t i s t s who a r e r es p ons i h i e
a parthei d music i n th i s c o un t r y and wh o a
lxttle c o n s id e r a t io n . If things had b ee n
p roached in t i m e and firm b o o ki ngs made
t he e v e n i n g . Incidenta lly • a gr o u p Ch a t
actually tu r n ed u p a t the hall, s o m e o f i
s id e Pa r i s . B ut a gain, the y c o u l d n o t b e
because t he y we r e at w or k .

f i a s c o . Th e l es s on
of us . Thi s c on c er t
to ha v e f amo us
ma teri ali sed.

f o r t h e development of' t he an t i ­
re ve r y po p ul ar wer e gi v en v e r y

pro p e r l y or g ani s e d — g r o u p s ap ­
we would have had ar t i sts for

we ha d a pp r o ac he d t o p er f o r m
t s memb e r s h a vi ng com e f r o m o u t ­

c ontac te d a b o u t t h e c a n c e l l a t i o n

I feel very s t r o n g l y , and so d o re p r e s e n t a t i ves of M R A p , A F A S p A an d M A A
who formed t he c o - a r di nati on commi t tee, and S W A P O , t h a t w e sh o uld no t h a ve
- anc e l l e d t h e even i n g an d ch a t we s h o u l d h av e taken the o p p o r t uni ty to
addres s t h e pe op l e as they w e re v e r y s e r i o u s a b o u t i t b e i n g S o w e t o D a y.
There w e r e ab o u t 3 , 0 00 d emons t r a t o r s i n f r o n t o f t h e S ou t h A f r i c an emb as s y

hat ni gh t , man y o f wh om i n t en d ed mak i n g thei r way t o t h e co n c e r t a f t e r ­
my way b a ck t o th e h o t e l ( f r o m t he demo ns t r a t i o n ) , we met w~ ™

p~~pl ~ w h o wer e comin q t o t h e c o nc er t . wh en we t o l d t he m t h a t t he



. vent ha d be en c ancel l ed , they dema n d e d to kn o w wh y w e
ld a me e t i n g o n S o we t o Day.

The ot h e r p r o b l e m that we f a c e i s th at ANC w ill no t b e abl e to o rg » r se
f und - r a i s i n g e v e n t h er e soon as we w o n ' t be taken seriously.

Besi de s t he ab ou t problems, a n u mb e r
he ANC i n a bad p o s i ti on. F o r ex a m p l e

Lang (at our in v i tati on) and M a r ry B e l a

Agarnst A p a r t h e id , B r e y t e n b ac h m a d e a n

(although Comrad e J o hn n y ha d r e q ues t ed
bach , w h o ju s t a fe w we ek s p reviously i
sar d , a mo ng o t he r an t i - A NC t h i n gs , t h a t
I fri ca, spoke o n s o u th A f ri ca. w ha t w e
wen Lang i s i nvi ted, it is li k e i nvi ti n

of t hi n g s h a v
a t t h e p r es s

fon t e a pp e ar ed
a ppea r a n c e a nd
tha t h e do es n
n an i n t e r vi ew

th e A N C w a s a
shoul d b e v e r

g B r ey t enb a c h .

e ha p p e n d th a t p l ac e
c on f e r en c e w h e r e
to launch A r ti s t s

t ook the p l a t f o r m
o t att e n d ) . B r ey ten ­

wi th L e Mo n d e ha d
m ystery in S o u t h

y clear on is t h a t

guestions that are b eing rai sed here a r e , w h y was n ob o d y f r o m t h e A N C

at the p r e ss c o n f e r e n ce a nd f o r th a t matter , o n th e p l a t f o r m and w h y d i d

Comrade J o h n n y le a v e t h e r o o m ju s t a f ter the co n f e r e n c e ha d s tar t e d .

Now about the launching of the Arti sts Against A p a r thei d : s uch a c o m ­
mitteeee already exi sts, having b e en la unched by th e Y o u ng c o m m u n is ts b e f o r e
the Nelson H a n d el a FeSti Val . AN C kn e w ab ou t th i s. A v e r y i mpressi ve list

of artists a g a i n s t a p a r t h ei d i n F ra n c e ha s al ready be e n d r a w n up. W e ca n

ask whether i t was ne c e s sa ry to l a u n ch a se c o n d c o m mi ttee. I ha d th o u ght
that we had fo r g o t t en a bo ut t h is i d e a a f t e r it had be e n m e n t i o n ed at a c o ­
ordi nati ng meeting that such a co m m i t t ee had already been se t up. The p r o ­
blem that we n o w f a c e is h o w th es e tw o A A A 's are g o i ng to be r e c o n c i led�.
9n this ques tion th e Y o un g c o m m u n i st s f e el ve ry let — down by the A NC as t h e y
know tha t w e w e r e i nvol ved i n t he l a u n c h i n g o f th e s e co n d c o m m i t tee. I

thi nk that they are ri g h t f u lly di s a p p o i n ted as t h e y h a v e w o r k ed v e ry h a r d
generally on the question of apartheid and parti cul arly on a pa r t h e i d s p o r t s

As far as the A NC a nd t he c o — ordinating c o m m i t t ee f or t he c o n c e rt is
concerned, we ha v e wa s ted ti m e , energ y an d mon e y . I n v i t a t i on s an d l e t t er s
were p r i n t ed a n d p os t ed .

el tercati ons

T his office h a d T h a m i h ere si nc e a f te r th e B r u s s e l s c o n f e r e n ce . A lot
of money went i nto hi s keep, i ndi scri mi nate pri va te use o f t h e t e l ep h on e
and postaye n ot to m e n t i o n the language th a t was u sed wh e n he was ha v i ng

erca ti ons wi th a woman, or w h e n t h is same wo m a n c o m e t o t h i s office
two o c c as i o n and wa s responsible fo r k i c k i n g up s u ch a n o is e . w he n
spoke t o Th ami ab o ut t hi s h e t hought that I was trea t i n g h i m l i ke a c h i 1 d

al 1 her spare ti me
v e r e s u l t e d i n h er
t is be i ng p o se d i s

i n on e i s s ad d l e d
I h a v e al r e a dy r e ­

Besi d e s t hi s , h e offended a pe r s on w h o g i v e a l most
to assist the ANC voluntarily. Th o b s c e n e r ema r k s h a
n ot wa nt i n g t o c o me to thi s offi ce. T h e q ue s t i on t h a
is ANC not used to w o r ki ng wi th women as eq u a l s . Aqa
wi th a p r ob l e m that must b e s o r te d o u t at al l c o s t s .
p or t e d t h i s ma t t e r t o Co mr a de Johnn y .

A f t e r h a vi n g b r o u gh t my s e l f t o wri t e t hi s r e po r t
n e g o f r om h er e ? To answe r t h i s q ues ti on I can

mus t seri ousl y examine our a t r o c i o us met h o d s o f wo r k
ards pe o p l e . A n d i n the final an al ysi s, i t is I w h o
o un do wh a t ha s b een do n e h er e .

ask m y s e l f ~ he r e
onl y s a y t h a t we

and our a tti tude to ­

s hal l h av e t o t r y

does on e


